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Saladin is perhaps the one and only Muslim ruler who emerges with any clarity
in standard tales and histories of the Crusades; thisis atranslation of Baha al-
Din Ibn Shaddad’ s account of hislife and career. Ibn Shaddad (1144-1234) was
clearly agreat admirer of Saladin and was a close associate of his, serving as his
gadi al-'askar (judge of the army), from 1188 until Saladin’s death in 1193. His
position and his access to information make this an authoritative and essential
source for Saladin’s career, while his personal relationship with the sultan adds a
sympathetic and moving element to the account of hisfina years. Aside from its
inherent value as a source for the history of Egypt and the Middle Eagt, it
therefore provides a much-needed complement and corrective to the widely-
known Latin accounts of the Crusades and the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem in the
12th century. The present trandation is based on afuller edition of the text than
that used in the previous 19th-century translation, and takes into account the
tranglator’ s readings of the earliest manuscript of the work, dated July 1228.
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Editorial Review

Review
Prize: Winner of the Choice Outstanding Academic title Award.

"This excellent volume is essentially an English trandation of 1bn Shaddad's biography... Richardsis an
accomplished scholar of Arabic, and he has produced a smooth and easy to read trandation that rests on a
solid scholarly base...will be the English language standard for the foreseeabl e future. While the general
reader can benefit from this book, it belongsin al college and university libraries, especially those that focus
on the Christian Crusades and the history of the Middle East during the Middle Ages.'

Choice

"The importance of Richards trandation liesin the fact that this crucial text of the Crusading period has now
been updated and decisively improved in its English version compared with the 1897 trandlation, which was
rather unreliable. Richards succeeds in rendering the original into an English text which is at the sametime a
pleasure to read and largely reliable. Compared to the patchy quality of previous trandations the author isto
be congratulated for this fine piece of Arabist scholarship. The translation gainsin significance becauseit is
published in the framework of the Crusade Textsin Tranglation series as the first Middle Eastern source,
which decisively widens the breadth of this series.’

Bulletin for the School of Oriental and African Studies

"... will be of immense value to non-Arabic readers... an excellent trandation of the text... invaluable to
students and scholars alike: it is not just an improving and useful read, but alively and entertaining one as
well." --Crusades

About the Author
Trandated with introduction and notes by D.S. Richards, University of Oxford, UK

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Edward Peterson:

Now aday folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be smart in
getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can help people
out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Rare and Excellent History of Saladin or al-Nawadir
a-Sultaniyyawal-Mahasin a-Y usufiyya by Baha a-Din Ibn Shaddad (Crusade Textsin Translation) book
as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.



Sheila Carter:

Typically the book The Rare and Excellent History of Saladin or a-Nawadir al-Sultaniyyawal-Mahasin al-
Y usufiyya by Baha' al-Din Ibn Shaddad (Crusade Textsin Translation) will bring one to the new experience
of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the ideais very unique. Should you try to find new
book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Rare and Excellent History of Saladin or a-Nawadir
a-Sultaniyyawal-Mahasin a-Y usufiyya by Baha al-Din Ibn Shaddad (Crusade Textsin Trandation) is
much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Rigoberto Stansdll:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find anew activity hereislook different you
can read some sort of book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a book. The book The Rare and Excellent History of Saladin or al-Nawadir al-
Sultaniyyawal-Mahasin al-Y usufiyya by Baha al-Din Ibn Shaddad (Crusade Textsin Trangdlation) it isvery
good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQOore
quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The priceis not to cover but this book provides high
quality.

Eunice Holt:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and The Rare and Excellent History of Saladin or al-
Nawadir al-Sultaniyya wal-Mahasin a-Y usufiyya by Baha' al-Din Ibn Shaddad (Crusade Textsin
Trandation) or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students
especialy. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes The Rare and Excellent History of Saladin or al-Nawadir al-Sultaniyya
wal-Mahasin al-Y usufiyya by Baha a-Din Ibn Shaddad (Crusade Textsin Trans ation) to make your spare
time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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