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Here for the first time is the poetry of Emily Dickinson as she herself "published"
it in the privacy of her upstairs room in the house in Amherst.

She invented her own form of bookmaking. Her first drafts, jotted on odd scraps
of paper, were discarded when transcribed. Completed poems were neatly copied
in ink on sheets of folded stationery which she arranged in groups, usually of
sixteen to twenty-four pages, and sewed together into packets or fascicles. These
manuscript books were her private mode of publication, a substitute perhaps for
the public mode that, for reasons unexplained, she denied herself. In recent years
there has been increasing interest in the fascicles as artistic gathering, intrarelated
by theme, imagery, or emotional movement. But no edition in the past, not even
the variorum, or has arranged the poems in the sequence in which they appear in
the manuscript books.

Emily Dickinson's poems, more than those of any other poet, resist translation
into the medium of print. Since she never saw a manuscript through the press, we
cannot tell how she would have adapted for print her unusual capitalization,
punctuation, line and stanza divisions, and alternate readings. The feather-light
punctuation, in particular, is misrepresented when converted to conventional stop
or even to dashes.

This elegant edition presents all of Emily Dickinson's manuscript books and
unsewn fascicle sheets--1,148 poems on 1,250 pages--restored insofar as possible
to their original order, as they were when her sister found them after her death.
The manuscripts are reproduced with startling fidelity in 300-line screen. Every
detail is preserved: the bosses on the stationery, the sewing holes and tears, and
poet's alternate reading and penciled revisions, ink spots and other stains offset
onto adjacent leaves, and later markings by Susan Dickinson, Mabel Todd, and
others. The experience of reading these facsimile pages is virtually the same as
reading the manuscripts themselves.

Supplementary information is provided in introductions, notes, and appendices.
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Here for the first time is the poetry of Emily Dickinson as she herself "published" it in the privacy of her
upstairs room in the house in Amherst.

She invented her own form of bookmaking. Her first drafts, jotted on odd scraps of paper, were discarded
when transcribed. Completed poems were neatly copied in ink on sheets of folded stationery which she
arranged in groups, usually of sixteen to twenty-four pages, and sewed together into packets or fascicles.
These manuscript books were her private mode of publication, a substitute perhaps for the public mode that,
for reasons unexplained, she denied herself. In recent years there has been increasing interest in the fascicles
as artistic gathering, intrarelated by theme, imagery, or emotional movement. But no edition in the past, not
even the variorum, or has arranged the poems in the sequence in which they appear in the manuscript books.

Emily Dickinson's poems, more than those of any other poet, resist translation into the medium of print.
Since she never saw a manuscript through the press, we cannot tell how she would have adapted for print her
unusual capitalization, punctuation, line and stanza divisions, and alternate readings. The feather-light
punctuation, in particular, is misrepresented when converted to conventional stop or even to dashes.

This elegant edition presents all of Emily Dickinson's manuscript books and unsewn fascicle sheets--1,148
poems on 1,250 pages--restored insofar as possible to their original order, as they were when her sister found
them after her death. The manuscripts are reproduced with startling fidelity in 300-line screen. Every detail is
preserved: the bosses on the stationery, the sewing holes and tears, and poet's alternate reading and penciled
revisions, ink spots and other stains offset onto adjacent leaves, and later markings by Susan Dickinson,
Mabel Todd, and others. The experience of reading these facsimile pages is virtually the same as reading the
manuscripts themselves.

Supplementary information is provided in introductions, notes, and appendices.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Emily Dickinson, although she did not publish, wrote nearly eighteen hundred poems and organized the
largest portion of them with her own form of bookmaking: selected poems copied onto sheets of letter paper
that she bound with string. This edition makes the manuscript books of the poet available for the first time,
restored as closely as possible to their original order and, through facsimile reproduction, presented much as
she left them for Lavinia and the world.

About the Author
R. W. Franklin was Director of the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University. He is the
recipient of the Emily Dickinson International Society's Award for Outstanding Contribution.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Garrison:

The book The Manuscript Books of Emily Dickinson (2 Volume Set) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book The
Manuscript Books of Emily Dickinson (2 Volume Set)? Several of you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book The Manuscript Books of Emily Dickinson (2 Volume Set) has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Tonette Land:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which you should start with. This The Manuscript Books of Emily Dickinson (2
Volume Set) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

April Hanson:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Manuscript Books of Emily Dickinson



(2 Volume Set) book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Nancy Sherman:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be study. The Manuscript Books of Emily Dickinson (2 Volume Set) can be your answer mainly because
it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.
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