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Africahas been coveted for its riches ever since the era of the Pharaohs. In past
centuries, it was the lure of gold, ivory, and slaves that drew fortune-seekers,
merchant-adventurers, and conguerors from afar. In modern times, the focus of
attention is on oil, diamonds, and other valuable minerals.

Land was another prize. The Romans relied on their colonies in northern Africa
for vital grain shipments to feed the popul ation of Rome. Arab invaders followed
in their wake, eventually colonizing the entire region. More recently, foreign
corporations have acquired huge tracts of land to secure food supplies needed
abroad, just as the Romans did.

In this vast and vivid panorama of history, Martin Meredith follows the fortunes
of Africaover aperiod of 5,000 years. With compelling narrative, he traces the
rise and fall of ancient kingdoms and empires; the spread of Christianity and
Islam; the enduring quest for gold and other riches; the exploits of explorers and
missionaries; and the impact of European colonization. He examines, too, the fate
of modern African states and concludes with a glimpse of their future.

His cast of characters includes religious leaders, mining magnates, warlords,
dictators, and many other legendary figures—among them Mansa Musa, ruler of
the medieval Mali empire, said to be the richest man the world has ever known.
“1 speak of Africa,” Shakespeare wrote, “and of golden joys.” Thisis history on
an epic scale.
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Africa has been coveted for its riches ever since the era of the Pharaohs. In past centuries, it was the lure of
gold, ivory, and slaves that drew fortune-seekers, merchant-adventurers, and conquerors from afar. In
modern times, the focus of attention is on oil, diamonds, and other valuable mineras.

Land was another prize. The Romans relied on their colonies in northern Africafor vital grain shipmentsto
feed the population of Rome. Arab invaders followed in their wake, eventually colonizing the entire region.
More recently, foreign corporations have acquired huge tracts of land to secure food supplies heeded abroad,
just as the Romans did.

In this vast and vivid panorama of history, Martin Meredith follows the fortunes of Africa over a period of
5,000 years. With compelling narrative, he traces the rise and fall of ancient kingdoms and empires; the
spread of Christianity and Islam; the enduring quest for gold and other riches; the exploits of explorers and
missionaries; and the impact of European colonization. He examines, too, the fate of modern African states
and concludes with a glimpse of their future.

His cast of charactersincludes religious leaders, mining magnates, warlords, dictators, and many other
legendary figures—among them Mansa Musa, ruler of the medieval Mali empire, said to be the richest man
the world has ever known. “1 speak of Africa,” Shakespeare wrote, “and of golden joys.” Thisishistory on
an epic scale.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Even the longtime specialist is likely to learn lots of things because of the extraordinary amount of ground
the author covers.”—Howard French, The Wall Street Journal

“Mr Meredith artfully weaves together exploration, trade and geography in a narrative that is both detailed
and arresting... [he] leaves the reader bursting with awealth of facts’—The Economist

“Thisisthe new standard against which future histories will be considered.”—Publishers Weekly starred
review

“A gripping tale of insatiable greed—personal and collective.”—Booklist, starred review

“[A] broad-ranging history of Africafrom the age of the pharaohs to the present, with a solid emphasis on
economics...richly detailed...a useful study.”—Kirkus Reviews

About the Author

Martin Meredith isajournalist, biographer, and historian who has written extensively on Africaand its
recent history. His previous books include Mandela, Mugabe, Diamonds, Gold, and War, Born in Africa, and
The Fate of Africa. He lives near Oxford, England.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ellen Kelsey:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Fortunes of Africac A 5000-
Y ear History of Wealth, Greed, and Endeavor will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Archie Beard:

Here thing why that The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Y ear History of Wealth, Greed, and Endeavor are
different and reputable to be yours. First of al examining a book is good but it really depends in the content
from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Y ear History of
Wedlth, Greed, and Endeavor giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no guide that similar with The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Y ear History of



Wealth, Greed, and Endeavor. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in park, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book
maybe the form of The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Y ear History of Wealth, Greed, and Endeavor in e-book
can be your option.

Barbara Morton:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity hereislook different you can
read the book. It isrealy fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a publication. The book The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Y ear History of Wealth, Greed, and
Endeavor it is very good to read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the
e-book. Y ou can mOore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The priceis not to cover but this
book offers high quality.

Joan Toon:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By areserve we can know
everything you want. A book isagroup of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Y ear History of Wealth, Greed,
and Endeavor was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing
about abook, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.
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