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In this bestselling account of the colonization of Australia, Robert Hughes
explores how the convict transportation system created the country we know
today.

Digging deep into the dark history of England's infamous efforts to move
160,000 men and women thousands of miles to the other side of the world in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Hughes has crafted a groundbreaking,
definitive account of the settling of Australia.

Tracing the European presence in Australia from early explorations through the
rise and fall of the penal colonies, and featuring 16 pages of illustrations and 3
maps, The Fatal Shore bringsto life the incredible true history of a country we
thought we knew.
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In this bestselling account of the colonization of Australia, Robert Hughes explores how the convict
transportation system created the country we know today.

Digging deep into the dark history of England's infamous efforts to move 160,000 men and women
thousands of miles to the other side of the world in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Hughes has
crafted a groundbreaking, definitive account of the settling of Australia.

Tracing the European presence in Australiafrom early explorations through the rise and fall of the penal
colonies, and featuring 16 pages of illustrations and 3 maps, The Fatal Shore bringsto life the incredible true
history of a country we thought we knew.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

An extraordinary volume--even a masterpiece--about the early history of Australiathat reads like the finest
of novels. Hughes captures everything in this complex tableau with narrative finesse that drives the reader
ever-deeper into specific facts and greater understanding. He presents compassi onate understanding of the
plights of colonists--both freemen and convicts--and the Aboriginal peoples they displaced. One of the very
best works of history | have ever read.

From Library Journal

For 80 years between 1788 and 1868 England transported its convicts to Australia. This punishment
provided the first immigrants and the work force to build the colony. Using diaries, |etters, and original
sources, Hughes meticulously documents this history. All sides of the story are told: the political and social
reasoning behind the Transportation System, the viewpoint of the captains who had the difficult job of
governing and developing the colonies, and of course the dilemma of the prisoners. Thisis avery thorough
and accurate history of Australian colonization written by the author of the book and BBC/Time-Life TV
series The Shock of the New . A definitive work that is an essential purchase for both public and academic
libraries. BOMC and History Book Club main selections. Judith Nixon, Purdue Univ. Libs., W. Lafayette,
Ind.

Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"One of the greatest non-fiction books I’ ve ever read . . . Hughes brings us an entire world." —Los Angeles

Times

"A great achievement: Hughes has a story to tell asvivid, large-scale, and appalling as anything by Dickens
or Solzhenitsyn, but one that’ s virtually unknown—until the writing of this splendid book." —Susan Sontag

"Engrossing . . . richly peopled with bizarre and compelling characters." —The New York Times Book
Review

"A magnificent history, with arichness of detail that is as mesmerizing asit is horrifying. . . . It isboth
passionate and compassionate." —The Washington Post Book World

"Splendid . . . Robert Hughes combines the narrative skills of the authors of Mutiny on the Bounty with the
sharp eye of de Tocqueville." —Gorde Vida

"A brilliant and enduring achievement . . . history of the highest order combining thorough research with
vivid narrative and thoughtful assessment." —Arthur M. Schlesinger

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Bertha Costa;

Now aday individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resourcesin it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How people have
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Fatal Shore: The Epic of Australia's
Founding book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course theinfo in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Steven Ward:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Fatal Shore: The Epic of Australia's
Founding reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your own persona hunger then you still skepticism The Fatal Shore: The Epic of
Australia's Founding as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that
can break don't judge book by itsinclude, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Michael Becker:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find book that need more
time to be read. The Fatal Shore: The Epic of Australia's Founding can be your answer asit can be read by
an individual who have those short time problems.

Jeff Cunningham:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Fatal Shore: The Epic of
Australia's Founding which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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