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A newly revised and updated edition of an award-winning BBC
correspondent's magisterial history of the Balkan region

This unique and lively history of Balkan geopolitics since the early nineteenth
century gives readers the essential historical background to more than one
hundred years of events in this war-torn area. No other book covers the entire
region, or offers such profound insights into the roots of Balkan violence, or
explains so vividly the origins of modern Serbia, Croatia, Bosnia, Greece,
Bulgaria, Romania, and Albania. Now updated to include the fall of Slobodan
Milosevic, the capture of all indicted war criminals from the Yugoslav wars, and
each state's quest for legitimacy in the European Union, The Balkans explores the
often catastrophic relationship between the Balkans and the Great Powers, raising
some disturbing questions about Western intervention.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The first comprehensive history of the relationship in the modern era between the great powers and the
various Balkan peoples." — San Francisco Chronicle

"A very considerable achievement . . . both heart-rending and beautifully judged." — David Rieff, Los
Angeles Times

"Excellent . . . Glenny's audacious theme is that the Balkans are not a freestanding powder keg, but a 'powder
trail' laid by the great powers themselves." — Dusko Doder, The New Republic

"Misha Glenny is the wisest and most reflective of all the Western journalists who have covered this part of
Europe in the past two decades . . . this was an enormously ambitious book to undertake, but it is the book
which Europe and America need." — Neal Ascherson, Observer (UK)

"His book covers an amazing amount of historical and geographical ground, ranging from early nineteenth-
century Greece to Kosovo the day before yesterday. . . . This is popular history of the Norman Davies school,
conceived on a large scale, highly readable, accessible, full of the music of the past. Its great strengths are
evocation, fascinating detail and narrative sweep. A great achievement." — Timothy Garton Ash, Mail on
Sunday (UK)

"Above all, the book is justified by the insights which add up to a convincing picture of the problems." —
Felipe Fernandez-Armesto, Sunday Times (London)

"An endeavor which deserves extraordinary admiration and as yet has no rival." — Jonathan Steele,
Guardian (UK)

"Compelling . . . Glenny's book should be required reading for all those wishing to know what has gone
wrong with the region." — Jonathan Eyal, Irish Times

About the Author
Misha Glenny was born in 1958 and educated at Bristol Universty and Charles University in Prague. His
coverage of the fall of communism in 1989-1990 was widely acclaimed and led to the writing of his first
book, The Rebirth of History. During the Yugoslav crisis of the early 1990s, he was the Central Europe
correspondent for the BBC World Service. In 1993, he won a Sony Award for his coverage of Yugoslavia.
Glenny's The Fall of Yugoslavia (1993) won the Overseas Press Club Award for Best Book on Foreign
Affairs. His other books include McMafia: Journey through the Global Underworld and DarkMarket:
Cyberthieves, Cybercops, and You.

He has written for most major news outlets in Europe, North America, Africa and Asia and has lectured
around the world, most recently as a Visiting Professor at Columbia University.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lewis Manns:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Balkans: Nationalism, War, and the
Great Powers, 1804-2011 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Shirley Demers:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Balkans: Nationalism, War, and the Great Powers, 1804-2011 the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get just before. The The Balkans: Nationalism, War, and the Great Powers,
1804-2011 giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
facts for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Lucy Broussard:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be The Balkans: Nationalism, War, and the
Great Powers, 1804-2011 why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Donna Solano:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The Balkans: Nationalism, War, and
the Great Powers, 1804-2011 or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside
science publication, any other book likes The Balkans: Nationalism, War, and the Great Powers, 1804-2011
to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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