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Building on the success of previous editions, Social Studies for the Elementary
and Middle Grades discusses flexible strategies for teaching today's diverse
learner, the structure of the knowledge to be learned, how to help students
reconstruct present ideas, and how to translate theory and recent research into
lesson plans and units.
Packed with activities, up-to-date technology, teaching strategies, and a
constructivist approach, this text demonstrates how to use developmentally
appropriate strategies to help students construct important social studies ideas
and skills.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

With a strong focus on the civic ideas and values needed for students growing up in the 21st century, Social
Studies for the Elementary and Middle Grades: A Constructivist Approach includes model lessons, best
practices in teaching, and the latest on the constructivist approach, and demonstrates how to help diverse
students construct important social studies concepts and skills.
 
Not only will this text guide you to teach social studies within a constructivist framework, but it also models
that framework of guided inquiry in the organization of each chapter. Every chapter begins with an
exploratory activity that challenges students to remember and reflect on their prior knowledge on the
chapter's topic, moves into the more teacher-guided phase where students find explanations and activities
that develop their understanding and social studies pedagogical content knowledge (PCK), and ends in an
expansion phase in which students must apply the main ideas of the chapter to other school and life contexts.
 
New to this Edition
 

NEW! Updated Exploratory activities at the beginning of each chapter and Expansion section at the●

end of each chapter.
NEW! A focus on 21st century skills throughout the chapters shows how these contribute to building●

social studies learning needed by today’s students.
NEW! A chapter on concepts and generalizations stresses how concepts are developed and can be related●

to construct generalizations across K-8. (Ch. 4).
NEW! Inclusion of reflection by students and teachers as an important inquiry and assessment skill is●

examined in Chapter 3 and throughout the book.
NEW! Examples woven throughout the chapters illustrate active involvement of diverse students in●

authentic social studies learning.
NEW! A clearerfocus on both individual development and students’ development as a community●

member in Chapter 9 and throughout the text.
NEW! Learning Cycle Lesson Plans and exercises illustrate combining instructional strategies with●

important content from multiple social science/humanities disciplines to promote social studies learning. 
NEW! The chapter on assessment has been moved later in the text expanding upon the focus on●

assessment throughout the text, and formative assessment and summative evaluation receive expanded
focus in learning cycle lesson plans. (Ch. 14).
NEW! A focus on incorporating technology is woven throughout the chapters and matched to●

appropriate social studies content.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elaine Bell:

The book Social Studies for the Elementary and Middle Grades: A Constructivist Approach (4th Edition) can



give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing
like a book Social Studies for the Elementary and Middle Grades: A Constructivist Approach (4th Edition)?
Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It
is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that,
you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Social Studies for the Elementary and
Middle Grades: A Constructivist Approach (4th Edition) has simple shape however you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Guadalupe Baxter:

The book untitled Social Studies for the Elementary and Middle Grades: A Constructivist Approach (4th
Edition) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method.
The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to
read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works.
You can easily read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can
read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open
their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Harriet Blum:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Social Studies for the Elementary
and Middle Grades: A Constructivist Approach (4th Edition) can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Edward Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by
book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Social
Studies for the Elementary and Middle Grades: A Constructivist Approach (4th Edition).
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