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With heightened tensions mounting in the Cold War, President Dwight
Eisenhower's request for more accurate intelligence information on the Soviet
Union was the spark that ignited the U-2 project. Modified USAF bombers began
overflights of the Soviet Union in 1951, but existing lower flying aircraft in the
US inventory were vulnerable to anti-aircraft fire and a number of cross-border
flights were shot down.

To meet the challenge and improve the survivability, the Lockheed Corporation
received approval for their revolutionary design of a new recon aircraft on
December 9, 1954. The company began work under a heavy veil of secrecy with
only 81 people, including 25 engineers. A test pilot flew the first flight on August
1, 1955, after only eight months of production, a record-breaking result for
rollout of a new project, especially one this complex and innovative. A dedicated
and inventive group of contractors came together to support the project with
partial pressure suits for pilots, high-resolution cameras, and an engine that could
carry the aircraft to altitudes of 70,000 feet and higher.

Nicknamed the Dragon Lady, the U-2 has flown over Cuba, Alaska, North and
South poles, Vietnam, Australia, Sweden, New Zealand, and Afghanistan. The
U-2 is as relevant today as it was 50 years ago. More recently it flew over the
hurricane ravaged US Gulf Coast to collect imagery of the destruction over a
90,000 square mile area.

First-person memoirs of many of the men who supported the early US spy plane
project are included in this book. They include pilots, maintenance specialists, a
flight surgeon, photographic specialists and some family members. The US also
trained U-2 pilots from Taiwan and the UK and some of their photos and
memoirs are in this collection.

An example of the entries in the book include one pilot's experience on a flight
over the North Pole when he discovered his instrumentation was inaccurate due
to the magnetic fields and realized almost too late that he was flying directly
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toward the Soviet Union. Maintenance technicians recalled working long hours
to prepare aircraft for historic flights over Cuba. Photographic specialists
remembered the difficult conditions in Vietnam, and the care required to
download the exposed film of North Vietnamese targets from the cameras in the
aircraft. All of these experiences were achieved under Top Secret security
conditions and on a "need to know" basis.

'Remembering the Dragon Lady' presents the reader with an impressive
collection of U-2 first-person recollections.
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With heightened tensions mounting in the Cold War, President Dwight Eisenhower's request for more
accurate intelligence information on the Soviet Union was the spark that ignited the U-2 project. Modified
USAF bombers began overflights of the Soviet Union in 1951, but existing lower flying aircraft in the US
inventory were vulnerable to anti-aircraft fire and a number of cross-border flights were shot down.

To meet the challenge and improve the survivability, the Lockheed Corporation received approval for their
revolutionary design of a new recon aircraft on December 9, 1954. The company began work under a heavy
veil of secrecy with only 81 people, including 25 engineers. A test pilot flew the first flight on August 1,
1955, after only eight months of production, a record-breaking result for rollout of a new project, especially
one this complex and innovative. A dedicated and inventive group of contractors came together to support
the project with partial pressure suits for pilots, high-resolution cameras, and an engine that could carry the
aircraft to altitudes of 70,000 feet and higher.

Nicknamed the Dragon Lady, the U-2 has flown over Cuba, Alaska, North and South poles, Vietnam,
Australia, Sweden, New Zealand, and Afghanistan. The U-2 is as relevant today as it was 50 years ago. More
recently it flew over the hurricane ravaged US Gulf Coast to collect imagery of the destruction over a 90,000
square mile area.

First-person memoirs of many of the men who supported the early US spy plane project are included in this
book. They include pilots, maintenance specialists, a flight surgeon, photographic specialists and some
family members. The US also trained U-2 pilots from Taiwan and the UK and some of their photos and
memoirs are in this collection.

An example of the entries in the book include one pilot's experience on a flight over the North Pole when he
discovered his instrumentation was inaccurate due to the magnetic fields and realized almost too late that he
was flying directly toward the Soviet Union. Maintenance technicians recalled working long hours to prepare
aircraft for historic flights over Cuba. Photographic specialists remembered the difficult conditions in
Vietnam, and the care required to download the exposed film of North Vietnamese targets from the cameras
in the aircraft. All of these experiences were achieved under Top Secret security conditions and on a "need to
know" basis.

'Remembering the Dragon Lady' presents the reader with an impressive collection of U-2 first-person
recollections.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Remembering the Dragon Lady is a superb book on the dramatic history of this marvelous airplane. A
product of Kelly Johnson's Skunk Works, the U-2 was acclaimed by him as one of the very high points of his
engineering career. As a pilot of the U-2 for over nine years, I can attest to its challenges and rewards. I
entered the program when it first came into the USAF inventory and drew immense pleasure and pride from
mastering this difficult but rewarding plane and accomplishing the mission for which it was created. Readers
will find this book an exciting and educational volume." (Patrick J. Halloran, Maj. Gen. (Ret.), USAF)

First-person memoirs feature prominently in this book. These include pilots, engineers, photographic
specialists and family members. Photos and memoirs from US-trained British U-2 pilots are also included in
this absorbing examination of the legendary military aircraft." (FlyPast)

“…remarkable book…For years, these tales we listed as “Top Secret” on a “need to know” basis….Well at
last this book fills in many of the missing gaps from Cold War U-2 operations and reports on those elusive
RAF pilots that flew this remarkable spy plane. (Airfix Model World)

About the Author
Brig Gen (Ret.) Gerald E. McIlmoyle specializes in military history with a focus on aviation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Webster:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Remembering the Dragon Lady: Memoirs
of the Men who Experienced the Legend of the U-2 Spy Plane will make you to end up being smarter. You
can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that?
Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Scott Marin:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer
that question since just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Remembering the
Dragon Lady: Memoirs of the Men who Experienced the Legend of the U-2 Spy Plane to read.



Douglas Anderson:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the
books in the top list in your reading list will be Remembering the Dragon Lady: Memoirs of the Men who
Experienced the Legend of the U-2 Spy Plane. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get
you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get
many advantages.

Edward Franco:

You can obtain this Remembering the Dragon Lady: Memoirs of the Men who Experienced the Legend of
the U-2 Spy Plane by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you
just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal
ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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