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How does a religious fundamentalist come to embrace a counter-cultural world
view?

Fundamentalism can be analysed from a variety of perspectives. It is a type of
belief system which enables individuals to make sense of their lives and provides
them with an identity. It is a social phenomenon, in which strictly religious
people act according to the norms, values, and beliefs of the group to which they
belong. It is a cultural product, in the sense that different cultural settings result
in different forms of fundamentalism. And it is a global phenomenon, in the
obvious sense that it is to be found everywhere, and also because it is both a
reaction against, and also a part of, the globalising modern world.

Religious Fundamentalism deals with all of these four levels of analysis,
uniquely combining sociological and psychological perspectives, and relating
them to each other. Each chapter is followed by a lengthy case study, and these
range from a close textual analysis of George W. Bush’s second inaugural speech
through to a treatment of Al-Qaida as a global media event.

This book provides a comprehensive social scientific perspective on a subject of
immense contemporary significance, and should be of use both to university
students and also to students of the contemporary world.
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Fundamentalism can be analysed from a variety of perspectives. It is a type of belief system which enables
individuals to make sense of their lives and provides them with an identity. It is a social phenomenon, in
which strictly religious people act according to the norms, values, and beliefs of the group to which they
belong. It is a cultural product, in the sense that different cultural settings result in different forms of
fundamentalism. And it is a global phenomenon, in the obvious sense that it is to be found everywhere, and
also because it is both a reaction against, and also a part of, the globalising modern world.

Religious Fundamentalism deals with all of these four levels of analysis, uniquely combining sociological
and psychological perspectives, and relating them to each other. Each chapter is followed by a lengthy case
study, and these range from a close textual analysis of George W. Bush’s second inaugural speech through to
a treatment of Al-Qaida as a global media event.

This book provides a comprehensive social scientific perspective on a subject of immense contemporary
significance, and should be of use both to university students and also to students of the contemporary world.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Essential reading for anyone who would like to understand the many dimensions of fundamentalism in our
time. … The analysis is exceptionally clear." – The Scientific and Medical Network

"Herriot’s work is a major contribution to the work on fundamentalism and is well thought out and
presented, it is especially insightful from a social psychological perspective and is rich with theory and
application." – W. Paul Williamson in Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion

"Peter Herriot has written a remarkably comprehensive study of fundamentalism around the world. His work
is comprehensive, scholarly, yet wonderfully readable. Names and movements such as Al-Qaida , Gush
Emunim, Sayeed Qutb and Jack Straw and the niqab are presented in provocative case studies that
illuminate fundamentalism from a global, local, and personal perspective." - Ralph W. Hood Jr., Professor
of Psychology, University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, USA

"The beginning of the twenty-first century has witnessed the resurgence of fundamentalism in all faiths. As
scholars of religion have sought to explore and explain the phenomenon with increasing acuity, a number of
fresh and dynamic approaches to the study of fundamentalist beliefs and behaviour have emerged.  Peter
Herriot's excellent and exemplary investigation is part of the new elite of scholarly endeavour that
illuminates and enriches the study of fundamentalism. He engages with the phenomenon broadly, deeply and
wisely, providing an accessible yet scholarly account of global religious fundamentalism. This is an
outstanding book which makes a highly significant contribution to research and reflection in a growing and
rich arena of study." - Revd. Canon Professor Martyn Percy, Principal, Ripon College, Oxford, UK

" A much needed social psychological approach in explaining the emergence and persistence of various
fundamentalisms rooted in the major monotheistic religious traditions. [...]There are several interesting
cases of fundamentalist expressions that are not only useful in their purpose, but are also
enlightening.[...]Herriot’s work is a major contribution to the work on fundamentalism and is well thought
out and presented. It is especially insightful from a social psychological perspective and is rich with theory
and application." - W. Paul Williamson, in Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion

About the Author

Peter Herriot has been an academic and consultant throughout his working life. Most of his work has been
in the field of organizational psychology, specializing in personnel selection, career management, and the
employment relationship. Since retirement he has concentrated on the application of social scientific theory
and research to the profoundly important current issue of religious fundamentalism. He was himself brought
up in a fundamentalist family.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Lewis Manns:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Religious Fundamentalism: Global, Local and Personal book is readable by
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
associated with Religious Fundamentalism: Global, Local and Personal content conveys the idea easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Religious Fundamentalism: Global, Local and Personal is
not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Teresa Propst:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Religious Fundamentalism: Global, Local and Personal as the daily
resource information.

Blanche Ball:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled Religious Fundamentalism: Global, Local and Personal
can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Alfonso Unruh:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Religious Fundamentalism: Global,
Local and Personal publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
question Religious Fundamentalism: Global, Local and Personal as good book but not only by the cover but
also by content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing
yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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