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Editorial Review

Review

"The material is set out in a highly structured, modular, form so is easy to use as a student's reference book
as well as an introduction to linguistics, ranging from simple definitions to advanced conceptualisations."

Language Today  

From the Back Cover

Contemporary Linguistics : an introduction is a comprehensive, fully up-to-date introduction to linguistics.
The book covers not only how language is structured, but also how it functions both socially and culturally,
and how it is acquired and processed by speakers. It will prepare students to go on to more advanced work
and, at the same time, will serve as a basic reference that students can continue to consult throughout their
studies.

The text explores all the core areas of linguistics as well as numerous interdisciplinary and related areas.

Core topics covered include phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, the genetic and●

typological classification of the languages of the world, and historical linguistics.
Interdisciplinary areas discussed include language and the brain, psycholinguistics - the study of language●

processing, first and second language acquistion, language in social contexts and the fast-growing area of
computational linguistics.
Related areas explored include writing systems and animal communication.●

 A modular arrangement of the material facilitates the use of the book in courses at varying levels, and with
differing emphasis. Each chapter contains basic information - so prior knowledge of the subject is not a
prerequisite. However, many chapters include additional material which is flagged as 'advanced', to provide
scope and challenge for those readers who wish to take the study further. Each chapter also contains clearly
defined headings, a summary and an up-to-date bibliography. Hints which provide a valuable aid for solving
analytical problems are included in the appendices, together with end-of-chapter exercises which allow the
reader to learn by actually 'doing linguistics'. A detailed glossary of terms enables readers to check
definitions and a language index (as well as a standard subject index) are provided at the back of the book.

Originally co-edited by William O'Grady and Michael Dobrovolsky, with contributions from other leading
scholars, and published in Canada, this major textbook has beenfully adapted and updated by Francis
Katamba for use in Britain and the rest of the world outside North America.

Contemporary Linguistics can be used from first year through to final year as a main text for students taking
degree courses in linguistics, English language and cognitive science and by MA students on TEFL courses.
It is also highly suitable for students taking language options in media and cultural studies modern language,
psychology and philosophy, as well as for speech therapy courses.



William O' Grady is Professor of Linguistics and Graduate Chair in the Department of Linguisitics at the
University of Hawaii at Manoa and Michael Dobrovolsky is Associate Professor of Linguistics at the
University of Calgary. Francis Katamba is a Reader in Linguistics in the Department of Linguistics and
Modern English Language at Lancaster University. His other publications include An Introduction to
Phonology in the Learning about Language series, and New Frontiers in Phonology co-edited with Professor
Jacques Durand, both published by Longman.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stefanie Roach:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Contemporary Linguistics will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think
that open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that?
Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Elizabeth Pipkin:

This Contemporary Linguistics book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
Contemporary Linguistics without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Contemporary Linguistics can bring whenever you are
and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This Contemporary Linguistics having good arrangement in word and also layout,
so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Danny Saleem:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is usually Contemporary Linguistics.

Kirk Nutter:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book Contemporary Linguistics was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time



to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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