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If asked to list the greatest innovators of modern American poetry, few of us
would think to include Jay-Z or Eminem in their number. And yet hip hop isthe
source of some of the most exciting developmentsin verse today. The media
uproar in response to its controversia lyrical content has obscured hip hop's
revolution of poetic craft and experience: Only in rap music can the beat of a
song render poetic meter audible, allowing an MC's wordplay to move a club-full
of eager listeners.

Examining rap history's most memorable lyricists and their inimitable
techniques, literary scholar Adam Bradley argues that we must understand rap as
poetry or miss the vanguard of poetry today. Book of Rhymes explores America's
least understood poets, unpacking their surprisingly complex craft, and according
rap poetry the respect it deserves.
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If asked to list the greatest innovators of modern American poetry, few of uswould think to include Jay-Z or
Eminem in their number. And yet hip hop is the source of some of the most exciting developmentsin verse
today. The media uproar in response to its controversial lyrical content has obscured hip hop's revolution of
poetic craft and experience: Only in rap music can the beat of a song render poetic meter audible, allowing
an MC'swordplay to move a club-full of eager listeners.

Examining rap history's most memorable lyricists and their inimitable techniques, literary scholar Adam
Bradley argues that we must understand rap as poetry or miss the vanguard of poetry today. Book of Rhymes
explores Americas least understood poets, unpacking their surprisingly complex craft, and according rap
poetry the respect it deserves.
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Editorial Review
Review

Boston Globe

“[Bradley] lays out a nuanced, academically rigorous argument that the best hip-hop deserves attention as
genuine artistry.... He traces the word rhythm from the Greek rheo, or flow. Biggie had flow; Jay-Z has flow.
For an English professor, Adam Bradley got some flow of his own.”

Dallas Morning News
“Excellent.... Where so many hip-hop studies |ean heavily on politics and sociology, Book of Rhymesisa
welcome and thorough exploration of rap aesthetics that isn't afraid to be learned.”

Henry Louis Gates, Jr.

“As comfortable in the company of Jay-Z as he is with John Donne, Adam Bradley isavisionary critic,
skillful and wise. His Book of Rhymesis atour de force, brilliantly renovating hip hop criticism as he rescues
the forgotten vanguard of American poetry.”

Cornel West
“Adam Bradley's Book of Rhymes is a marvel ous exploration into the poetic genius of rap and the cultural
gravity of Hip Hop. His analysisis subtle, sophisticated, and soulful!”

About the Author

Adam Bradley isaprofessor of English at the University of Colorado Boulder where he directs the
Laboratory for Race & Popular Culture (RAP Lab). His commentary has appeared in the New York Times,
the Wall Street Journal, the Washington Post, and many other publications. He is the author or editor of six
books, including The Anthology of Rap, The Poetry of Pop, and the New York Times bestseller One Day It'll
All Make Sense. Bradley livesin Boulder, Colorado.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robert Schrader:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
abook? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Book of Rhymes: The Poetics of Hip Hop.

Linda Sandoval:

The book Book of Rhymes: The Poetics of Hip Hop can give more knowledge and information about



everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Book of Rhymes. The
Poetics of Hip Hop? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can
give many datafor us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share al of these. Book
Book of Rhymes: The Poetics of Hip Hop has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Brian Smith:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Book of Rhymes: The Poetics of Hip Hop your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
prior to. The Book of Rhymes: The Poetics of Hip Hop giving you one more experience more than blown
away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it,
like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Charles Moreno:

Y ou could spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Book of Rhymes: The Poetics of Hip Hop
isssimple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. Y ou
can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.
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