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In the 21st century every sixth human being will be Indian. India is very close to
becoming the second largest consumer market in the world, with a buying middle
class numbering over half a billion. The Indian economy is already the fourth
largest in terms of purchasing power parity. It is in the top ten in overall GNP.
Yet at least 200 million Indians remain desperately poor. Illiteracy rates are high.
Communal violence is widespread; corruption endemic. Brides are still tortured
and burnt for dowries; female infanticide is common. The caste system has lost
little of its power and none of its brutality How are we to make sense of these
apparently contradictory pictures of India today? And how can we overcome the
many misconceptions about India that are fed by western stereotypes and Indians'
own myths about themselves. Pavan Varma turns a sharply observant gaze on his
fellow countrymen to examine what really makes Indians tick. How, for example,
does the indifference of most middle-class Indians to the suffering of the poor
square with their enthusiasm for parliamentary democracy? How can a people
who so supported Mahatma Gandhi's strategy of non-violence during the struggle
for independence burn young brides for their dowries and beat domestic servants
to near-death? Why do Indians have a reputation for being spiritual and 'other-
wordly' when their traditions so exalt the pursuit of material well-being as a
principal goal of life? Drawing on sources as diverse as ancient Sanskrit treatises
and Bollywood lyrics, Pavan Varma creates a vivid and compelling portrait of
India and its people. Being Indian is an essential book for anyone who wishes to
understand Indians, and for Indians who wish to understand themselves.
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In the 21st century every sixth human being will be Indian. India is very close to becoming the second
largest consumer market in the world, with a buying middle class numbering over half a billion. The Indian
economy is already the fourth largest in terms of purchasing power parity. It is in the top ten in overall GNP.
Yet at least 200 million Indians remain desperately poor. Illiteracy rates are high. Communal violence is
widespread; corruption endemic. Brides are still tortured and burnt for dowries; female infanticide is
common. The caste system has lost little of its power and none of its brutality How are we to make sense of
these apparently contradictory pictures of India today? And how can we overcome the many misconceptions
about India that are fed by western stereotypes and Indians' own myths about themselves. Pavan Varma turns
a sharply observant gaze on his fellow countrymen to examine what really makes Indians tick. How, for
example, does the indifference of most middle-class Indians to the suffering of the poor square with their
enthusiasm for parliamentary democracy? How can a people who so supported Mahatma Gandhi's strategy
of non-violence during the struggle for independence burn young brides for their dowries and beat domestic
servants to near-death? Why do Indians have a reputation for being spiritual and 'other-wordly' when their
traditions so exalt the pursuit of material well-being as a principal goal of life? Drawing on sources as
diverse as ancient Sanskrit treatises and Bollywood lyrics, Pavan Varma creates a vivid and compelling
portrait of India and its people. Being Indian is an essential book for anyone who wishes to understand
Indians, and for Indians who wish to understand themselves.
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Editorial Review

Review
"* 'Pavan Varma is one of India's most admired and widely-read writers of non-fiction, and in Being Indian
he has excelled himself. The book is a brilliant exercise in mythocide. Varma shows how India's self-image
has been distorted by simplistic myth-making, and sets out to find instead what it really means to be Indian at
the beginning of a new century which is likely to see India grow into a major world power.' William
Dairymple * 'A well-researched and urgent inquiry that is informed as much by allusions to Hindu
mythological texts as it is by a knowledge of current affairs and popular culture.' New Statesman * 'A
stimulating and readable polemic' Sunday Times * 'Elegantly written... Being Indian is one of the most subtle
recent attempts to analyze the continent-sized mosaic of India' The Economist"

About the Author
A member of the Indian Foreign Service, Pavan K. Varma has served in Moscow, in New York and in
Cyprus. He has been Press Secretary to the President of India and is currently director of the Nehru Centre in
London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amber Orlowski:

The book Being Indian gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Being Indian being your habit, you can
get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a publication Being Indian. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Edward Rideout:

The experience that you get from Being Indian is a more deep you excavating the information that hide into
the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand
but Being Indian giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can
be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind
of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Being Indian instantly.

Daniel Carter:

This book untitled Being Indian to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when
you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail



outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this book from your list.

Harold Esparza:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source in which
filled update of news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just looking for the Being Indian when you needed it?
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