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The first book to reveal the history of Western sexual mysticism

• Reveals the secret sexual practices that have been used since ancient Greece to
achieve mystical union with God

• Details the sects and individuals who transmitted the radical sexual practices
that orthodox Christianity never completely silenced

• Distinguishes between sexual magic and sexual mysticism

Beginning with the ancient Greek Mystery traditions, Gnosticism, and the
practices in early Christianity, Arthur Versluis uncovers the secret line of
Western sexual mysticism that, like the Tantra of the East, seeks transcendence
or union with God through sexual practices. Throughout antiquity, and right into
the present day, sexuality has played an important, if largely hidden, role in
religious traditions and practices. This includes not only Christian but also
kabbalistic and hermetic alchemical currents of sexual mysticism, many
discussed together here for the first time.

In the Mystery tradition of hieros gamos (sacred marriage) and the Gnostic
tradition of spiritual marriage, we see the possibility of divine union in which
sexual union is the principal sign or symbol. Key to these practices is the inner or
archetypal union of above and below, the intermingling of the revelatory divine
world with the mundane earthly one. Versluis shows that these secret currents of
sexual mysticism helped fuel the rise of the troubadours and their erotic doctrine,
the esoteric teachings of Jacob Böhme in the late 16th century, the 19th-century
utopian communities of John Humphrey Noyes and Thomas Lake Harris, the free
love movement of the 20th century, and the modern writings of Denis de
Rougemont and Alan Watts.
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The first book to reveal the history of Western sexual mysticism

• Reveals the secret sexual practices that have been used since ancient Greece to achieve mystical union with
God

• Details the sects and individuals who transmitted the radical sexual practices that orthodox Christianity
never completely silenced

• Distinguishes between sexual magic and sexual mysticism

Beginning with the ancient Greek Mystery traditions, Gnosticism, and the practices in early Christianity,
Arthur Versluis uncovers the secret line of Western sexual mysticism that, like the Tantra of the East, seeks
transcendence or union with God through sexual practices. Throughout antiquity, and right into the present
day, sexuality has played an important, if largely hidden, role in religious traditions and practices. This
includes not only Christian but also kabbalistic and hermetic alchemical currents of sexual mysticism, many
discussed together here for the first time.

In the Mystery tradition of hieros gamos (sacred marriage) and the Gnostic tradition of spiritual marriage, we
see the possibility of divine union in which sexual union is the principal sign or symbol. Key to these
practices is the inner or archetypal union of above and below, the intermingling of the revelatory divine
world with the mundane earthly one. Versluis shows that these secret currents of sexual mysticism helped
fuel the rise of the troubadours and their erotic doctrine, the esoteric teachings of Jacob Böhme in the late
16th century, the 19th-century utopian communities of John Humphrey Noyes and Thomas Lake Harris, the
free love movement of the 20th century, and the modern writings of Denis de Rougemont and Alan Watts.
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Editorial Review

Review
" . . . an insightful history of the role of human sexuality in the shaping of ideas and cultures." (Chard
Currie, New Dawn, Sep/Oct 2008)

"In this scholarly paperback, [Versluis] traces the twisting and turning path of Western sexual mysticism."
(Frederic and Mary Ann Brussat, Spirituality and Practice, Oct 2008)

"This book addresses a topic that is often overlooked (or else looked at as an embarrassing part of the
mystical tradition) here in the Western world. This book looks at both the Pagan and Christian mystic
traditions in many of their manifestations, with an emphasis of the Christian side. . . . There is no titillation in
this book, merely accurate historical reporting." (Michael Gleason, Witchgrove.com, Apr 2008)

"Secret History of Western Sexual Mysticsim offers up a unique set of cross-connections essential to
connecting spirituality with religious history. New Age collections, in particular, will find it an exciting
survey packed with history and religious examination." (Midwest Book Review, July 2008)

"Like his other works, this book is essential reading for those who desire to understand some of the more
hidden and truly esoteric streams of thought and practice that have been instrumental in the various traditions
of Western esotericism." (Institute of Hermetic Studies, Aug 2008)

"At rare occasions sober and traditional presentations of commercialized magical activity appears as a
counterweight to the occult sentimentalism that often finds its way to publication. Vesluis's masterful
presentation of sexual mysticism is one of those rare books that cannot be recommended enough. . . . the
landscape he opens is going straight to the nerve of this rich field of enlightenment. Highly recommended."
(O Caldeirao, Issue 16, May 2008)

From the Back Cover
SEXUALITY / SPIRITUALITY

Beginning with the ancient Greek Mystery traditions, Gnosticism, and the practices in early Christianity,
Arthur Versluis uncovers the secret line of Western sexual mysticism that, like the Tantra of the East, seeks
transcendence or union with God through sexually charged practices. Throughout antiquity, and right into
the present day, sexuality has played an important, if largely hidden, role in religious traditions and practices.
This includes not only Christian but also kabbalistic, hermetic, and alchemical currents of sexual mysticism,
many discussed together here for the first time.

In the Mystery tradition of hieros gamos (sacred marriage) and the Gnostic tradition of spiritual marriage, we
see the possibility of divine union in which sexual union is the principal sign or symbol. Key to these
practices is the inner or archetypal union of above and below, the intermingling of the revelatory divine
world with the mundane earthly one. Versluis shows that these secret currents of sexual mysticism helped
fuel the rise of the troubadours and their erotic doctrine, the esoteric tradition of Jacob Böhme in the early
17th century, the 19th-century utopian communities of John Humphrey Noyes and Thomas Lake Harris, the
free love movement of the 20th century, and the modern writings of Denis de Rougemont and Alan Watts.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

German Montoya:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Secret History of Western
Sexual Mysticism: Sacred Practices and Spiritual Marriage will make you to possibly be smarter. You can
feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading some
sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching
for best book or acceptable book with you?

Kathleen Duff:

The event that you get from The Secret History of Western Sexual Mysticism: Sacred Practices and Spiritual
Marriage will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Secret History of Western
Sexual Mysticism: Sacred Practices and Spiritual Marriage giving you joy feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of
this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this particular The Secret History of Western Sexual Mysticism:
Sacred Practices and Spiritual Marriage instantly.

Mikel Davis:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is The Secret History of Western Sexual Mysticism: Sacred Practices and
Spiritual Marriage this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to



explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is
why this book acceptable all of you.

Mary Gobeil:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This The Secret History of Western Sexual
Mysticism: Sacred Practices and Spiritual Marriage can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this
one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We
need to have The Secret History of Western Sexual Mysticism: Sacred Practices and Spiritual Marriage.
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