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Union cavalryman Boston Corbett became a national celebrity after killing John
Wilkes Booth, but as details of his odd personality became known, he also
became the object of derision. Over time, he was largely forgotten to history, a
minor character in the final act of Booth’s tumultuous life. And yet Corbett led a
fascinating life of his own, a tragic saga that weaved through the monumental
events of nineteenth-century America.
 
Corbett was an English immigrant and devout Christian who long struggled not
only with poverty but also with mental illness, which was likely caused by the
mercury he used in his job as a silk hat finisher. He was one of the first
volunteers to join the US Army at the outbreak of the Civil War, a path that
would in time land him in the notorious Andersonville prison camp. Eventually
released, he ended up in the squadron that cornered Lincoln’s assassin in a
Virginia barn. After the war, he headed west as a homesteader to the plains of
Kansas, where his shaky mental health led to his undoing.
 
The Madman and the Assassin is the first full-length biography of Boston
Corbett, a man thrust into the spotlight during a national news event and into an
unwelcome transformation from anonymity to fame, and back to obscurity.
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Union cavalryman Boston Corbett became a national celebrity after killing John Wilkes Booth, but as details
of his odd personality became known, he also became the object of derision. Over time, he was largely
forgotten to history, a minor character in the final act of Booth’s tumultuous life. And yet Corbett led a
fascinating life of his own, a tragic saga that weaved through the monumental events of nineteenth-century
America.
 
Corbett was an English immigrant and devout Christian who long struggled not only with poverty but also
with mental illness, which was likely caused by the mercury he used in his job as a silk hat finisher. He was
one of the first volunteers to join the US Army at the outbreak of the Civil War, a path that would in time
land him in the notorious Andersonville prison camp. Eventually released, he ended up in the squadron that
cornered Lincoln’s assassin in a Virginia barn. After the war, he headed west as a homesteader to the plains
of Kansas, where his shaky mental health led to his undoing.
 
The Madman and the Assassin is the first full-length biography of Boston Corbett, a man thrust into the
spotlight during a national news event and into an unwelcome transformation from anonymity to fame, and
back to obscurity.
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Editorial Review

Review
New York Post "Must read books," March 29, 2015

After receiving a portion of the reward money for bringing Booth to justice, Boston Corbett disappeared
from public view and died under mysterious circumstances. Now Martelle delivers the first details many
Americans have ever heard about the Union soldier who might be called the Jack Ruby of the 19th century.

The Buffalo News, March 29, 2015
Not another biography of Booth, but the story of a sickly, scurvy-ridden and mentally disturbed Union Army
sergeant who shot Booth at close range and later claimed the hand of God had steered the white-hot
projectile to its target.
The name of the man nearly lost to history is Boston Corbett, a naturalized American citizen from England.
Author Martelle is making a career of little-known historic figures. His last book was a delightful little work
on the American ambassador to France who dug up John Paul Jones' bones from under a Parisian laundry.

Boston Globe, April 24, 2015
For the rest of his life, after the moment that defined it -- when he shot and killed the fugitive John Wilkes
Booth, who murdered President Lincoln -- ... Boston Corbett faced at least as much hostility as appreciation.
Some believed the Union soldier was not a hero but part of a conspiracy to cover up Booth's rumored escape.
Others with Confederate sympathies saw Booth as a martyr, and Corbett as the ultimate deceiver. Corbett,
meanwhile, struggled to get on with his life, as Scott Martelle details in his shrewd, briskly written chronicle.

Wall Street Journal, April 26, 2015
Mr. Martelle has done an admirable job of researching Corbett's life, combing through archives and period
newspapers for every drab of information. What was it about his anti-hero that excited Mr. Martelle's
imagination? As the author explains in the book's final pages, it wasn't Corbett's uniqueness but his
ordinariness, the fact that he was a "run-of-the-mill American--albeit a strange one--who did his job as a
hatter, and then a soldier, and in the process inextricably linked himself with an unforgettable event in
American history."

“A curious portrait of a celebrity nonentity caught up in the throes of history.” —Kirkus

"History buffs will enjoy this fast-paced, well-told addition to the literature on Lincoln and the Civil War.”
—Library Journal

“With the journalist’s eye for a telling detail, a historian’s ability to unearth an untold tale, and a writer’s
keen sense of drama, Scott Martelle renders a fascinating portrait of one of the oddest figures to walk across
the pages of Civil War history. To the reader’s good fortune, Martelle separates myth from the man and



provides a sympathetic, engaging, and authentic portrait of the soldier who killed one of America’s most
famous assassins.” —James McGrath Morris, author of Pulitzer and The Rose Man of Sing Sing

“A fascinating look at Boston Corbett, an eccentric who appears at one of the critical junctures in American
history. Scott Martelle deftly brings Corbett’s nineteenth-century world back to life in his compelling tale of
murder and madness.” —Julia Flynn Siler, author of The House of Mondavi and Lost Kingdom

“Perhaps Martelle’s biggest contribution to Lincoln lore is his detailed examination of Corbett’s post-Booth
life.” —Cannonball!!

“Mr. Martelle has done an admirable job of researching Corbett’s life. Serious students of the Civil War may
be happy to learn more about the obscure oddball who killed the assassin.” —The Wall Street Journal

About the Author

Scott Martelle, an editorial writer for the Los Angeles Times, is the author of four previous books:

The Admiral and the Ambassador: One Man's Obsessive Search for the Body of John Paul Jones (Chicago●

Review Press, 2014)
Detroit: A Biography (Chicago Review Press, 2012)●

The Fear Within: Spies, Commies, and American Democracy on Trial (Rutgers University Press, 2011)●

Blood Passion: The Ludlow Massacre and Class War in the American West (Rutgers University Press,●

2007)

A native of Maine, Martelle grew up in Western New York and now lives in Irvine, California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Theodore Stewart:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Madman and the Assassin: The Strange Life of Boston
Corbett, the Man Who Killed John Wilkes Booth. Try to face the book The Madman and the Assassin: The
Strange Life of Boston Corbett, the Man Who Killed John Wilkes Booth as your buddy. It means that it can
for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Marie Clayton:

The book The Madman and the Assassin: The Strange Life of Boston Corbett, the Man Who Killed John
Wilkes Booth can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Madman and the Assassin: The Strange
Life of Boston Corbett, the Man Who Killed John Wilkes Booth? A few of you have a different opinion



about publication. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book The Madman and the Assassin: The Strange Life of Boston Corbett,
the Man Who Killed John Wilkes Booth has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Leslie Martin:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
The Madman and the Assassin: The Strange Life of Boston Corbett, the Man Who Killed John Wilkes
Booth, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the
others, make them reading a reserve.

Sena Meyer:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the The Madman and the Assassin: The Strange Life of Boston Corbett, the Man Who Killed
John Wilkes Booth when you essential it?
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