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The Tales and Sayings of the Desert Fathers (Apophthegmata Patrum) are a key
source of evidence for the practice and theory respectively of eremitic
monasticism, a significant phenomenon within the early history of Christianity.
The publication of this book finally ensures the availability of all three major
collections which constitute the work, edited and translated into English. Richer
in Tales than the 'Alphabetic' collection to which this is an appendix (both to be
dated c.AD 500), the 'Anonymous' collection presented in this volume furnishes
almost as much material for the study of the late antique world from which the
monk sought to escape as it does for the monastic endeavour itself. More material
continued to be added well into the seventh century and so the spread and gradual
evolution of monasticism are illustrated here over a period of about two and a
half centuries.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Wortley has served up not only a translation but, as he calls it, a 'select edition' of the Anonymous
Collection of the Apophthegmata Patrum for Cambridge University Press. It is a collection long awaited by
scholars, and Wortley is certainly to be commended for, at last, making available both edition and translation
of this important but heretofore understudied body of Greek monastic literature."
Reviews in Religion and Theology

"Beautifully produced with a concise introduction, select bibliography, and index, this volume inspires hope
for comparable, even matching, text and translation editions of the other collections ... Recommended.
Upper-division undergraduates and above."
G. R. Thursby, Choice

About the Author
John Wortley is Professor of History Emeritus at the University of Manitoba. He has published widely on the
Byzantine era and has completed several translations to date, including Les Récits édifiants de Paul, évêque
de Monembasie, et d'autres auteurs (1987), The Spiritual Meadow of John Moschos, including the additional
tales edited by Nissen and Mioni (1992), The Spiritually Beneficial Tales of Paul, Bishop of Monembasia
and of Other Authors (1996) and John Skylitzes: A Synopsis of Byzantine History, 811-1057 (2010).
Professor Wortley has also served as an Anglican priest since 1960.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Roper:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Anonymous Sayings of the Desert Fathers: A Select Edition
and Complete English Translation.

Daniel Gutierrez:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something
that they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book The Anonymous Sayings of
the Desert Fathers: A Select Edition and Complete English Translation. All type of book could you see on
many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.



Debra Sims:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to
the fact just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need that The Anonymous Sayings of the
Desert Fathers: A Select Edition and Complete English Translation to read.

Mamie Perkins:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the
idea when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The Anonymous Sayings
of the Desert Fathers: A Select Edition and Complete English Translation to make your own reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to
be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the reserve The Anonymous
Sayings of the Desert Fathers: A Select Edition and Complete English Translation can to be your new friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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