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Robert Polito recounts Thompson's relationship with his father, a disgraced
Oklahoma sheriff, with the women he adored in life and murdered on the page,
with alcohol, would-be censors, and Hollywood auteurs. Unrelenting and
empathetic, casting light into the darker caverns of our collective psyche, Savage
Art isan exemplary homage to an American original. A National Book Critics
Circle Award winner. 57 photos.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Jim Thompson was one of the greatest crime novelists ever, leaving behind alegacy of hard-boiled classics
like The Grifters and The Getaway. Robert Polito has written the definitive biography of this brilliant
American original. Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award for biography.

From Publishers Weekly

A series of Vintage reprints and Hollywood films like The Getaway and The Grifters have helped develop a
wider popular and critical following for crime author Jim Thompson (1906-1977) than he sustained while
alive. More twisted, sadistic and nihilistic than Chandler or Caine, Thompson's trademarks were his fiendish
first-person psychopaths and lowlifes and his grim tales of failed lives and thwarted crimes. Polito, director
of the writing program at Manhattan's New School, here untangles the man from his two-volume
autobiography (Bad Boy and Roughneck), revealing a maverick alcoholic who was dogged by spells of
depression and missed opportunities throughout his hand-to-mouth career. The son of a corrupt Oklahoma
sheriff who lost his money speculating in oil, Thompson had his first alcohol-induced nervous breakdown as
ahotel busboy in Ft. Worth while still in high school. He oscillated between low-wage jobs, hack journalism
and literary circles for the rest of hislife; joined the Communist Party in 1936; briefly became director of the
Oklahoma Writer's Project; and struggled to publish novels that were often either too dark or slapdash for the
mainstream. He enjoyed his most prolific period under editor Arnold Halo at Lion Books in the 1950s,
eventually landing in Hollywood as a part-time film and television writer. This meticulous study adroitly
evokes the rise of pulp adventure and crime magazines like Saga and True Detective, where Thompson
honed his style, and the seedy underworld of hoboes and grifters who formed the models for his "savage art."
Photos.

Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Polito, who directs the writing program at New Y ork City's New School for Social Research and who edited
and wrote the introduction for the Thompson anthology Fireworks (Donald |. Fine, 1988), presents an
intimate, meticulously researched portrait of the author of such classic noir novels as The Killer Inside Me,
Pop 1280, and The Grifters. Palito interviewed members of Thompson's family, researched historical
records, and carefully combed Thompson's own autobiographical writing to provide insight into his character
and development as awriter. Thompson's readers will recognize here the wellspring of his art: his peripatetic
childhood, his tormented young manhood, and his ultimately disappointing adulthood. Polito described
Thompson's struggles with alcohol and his associations with an amalgamation of grifters and hobos, but he
also presents fond reminiscences from people who knew Thompson as aloving brother, mentor, and friend.
Thompson's life, like his book, makes wrenching reading. Recommended where biographies or crime fiction
are collected.?Denise Johnson, Bradley Univ. Lib., Peoria, I11.

Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gladys James:

This book untitled Savage Art: A Biography of Jim Thompson to be one of several books in which best seller



in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get alot of benefit onit. You
will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for your regquirements to past this e-book from your list.

Shanon Stephens:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games al day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read the book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Savage Art: A Biography of Jim Thompson it is
rather good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space to devel op this book you can buy the particular e-
book. Y ou can mQOore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The priceis not to fund but this
book possesses high quality.

Sonia Cote:

The reason why? Because this Savage Art: A Biography of Jim Thompson is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret thisinside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So, it is good for
you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of
benefits than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So, still
want to delay having that book? If | had been you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Lynne Young:

In thistime globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Savage Art: A Biography of Jm Thompson this book consist alot of the
information on the condition of thisworld now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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