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Orphans of Islam portrays the abject lives and 'excluded body' of abandoned and
bastard children in contemporary Morocco, while critiquing the concept and
practice of 'adoption,' which too often is considered a panacea. Through a close
and historically grounded reading of legal, social, and cultural mechanisms of
one predominantly Islamic country, Jamila Bargach shows how 'the surplus
bastard body' is created by mainstream society. Written in part from the
perspectives of the children and single mothers, intermittently from the view of
'adopting' families, and employing bastardy as a haunting and empowering motif
with a potentially subversive edge, this ethnography is composed as an intricate,
open-ended, and arabesque-like evocation of Moroccan society and its state
institutions. It equally challenges received sociological and anthropological
tropes and understandings of the Arab world.
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Orphans of Islam portrays the abject lives and 'excluded body' of abandoned and bastard children in
contemporary Morocco, while critiquing the concept and practice of 'adoption,' which too often is considered
a panacea. Through a close and historically grounded reading of legal, social, and cultural mechanisms of
one predominantly Islamic country, Jamila Bargach shows how 'the surplus bastard body' is created by
mainstream society. Written in part from the perspectives of the children and single mothers, intermittently
from the view of 'adopting' families, and employing bastardy as a haunting and empowering motif with a
potentially subversive edge, this ethnography is composed as an intricate, open-ended, and arabesque-like
evocation of Moroccan society and its state institutions. It equally challenges received sociological and
anthropological tropes and understandings of the Arab world.
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Editorial Review

Review
This is a fine example of how meticulous ethnography of extraordinary power is 'found' in the course of
fieldwork that is both rigorous and guided by profound personal connection. Bargach has caught Moroccan
society in a revealing contradiction and produces an account from it that is both ethical and honorable.
(George Marcus, Rice University)

Orphans of Islam succeeds as a combination rich ethnography and sophisticated theoretical analysis.
Bargach does an exceptional job of capturing and translating the eloquence of her interlocutors. ...a book that
demonstrates the merits of writing anthropology that attends to the local and the global, the textual and
embodied, and the ascetics and politics of ethnographic representation. (Anthropological Quarterly)

[Bargach's] book is a vital pioneering foundation that could continue to affect social change. I hope that she
will continue and others will build and apply this information, bringing society to a higher level and these
victims of society closer to social justice and to the basic human dignity of belonging and connection that
every person deserves. (Mahasin Saleh, University of Houston International Journal of Middle East Studies)

Through incisive analysis, disciplined passion, and moving prose, Jamila Bargach exposes in this book some
of the hidden ambiguities of culture, religion, and power in her own society to the light of thoughtful
compassion and humanizing possibilities of redress. This is a truly courageous and inspiring book,
confronting silent conspiracies of shame and victimization of innocence with the transforming power of love
and truth to enable human agency to overcome its own limitations. An eye opener to see injustice where least
acknowledged, and an empowering voice for the oppressed everywhere. (Abdullahi Ahmed An-Na'im,
Emory University School of Law)

About the Author
Jamila Bargach received her Ph.D. in cultural anthropology from Rice University. Currently she resides in
Morocco where she is assistant professor of social sciences at the National School of Architecture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ginger Knowles:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Orphans of Islam: Family,
Abandonment, and Secret Adoption in Morocco (Alterations) will make you to end up being smarter. You
can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in
which open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that?
Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?



Nathan Marker:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Orphans of Islam: Family, Abandonment, and Secret Adoption in Morocco (Alterations) your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might
be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion
and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The Orphans of Islam: Family, Abandonment, and
Secret Adoption in Morocco (Alterations) giving you one more experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Floretta Simmons:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Orphans of Islam: Family,
Abandonment, and Secret Adoption in Morocco (Alterations) reserve written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then
you still uncertainty Orphans of Islam: Family, Abandonment, and Secret Adoption in Morocco (Alterations)
as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge
book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Fred Dean:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon.
The Orphans of Islam: Family, Abandonment, and Secret Adoption in Morocco (Alterations) offer you a new
experience in reading through a book.
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