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Monstrous Bodies is a cultural and literary history of ambiguous bodies in
imperial Japan. It focuses on what the book calls modern
monsters?doppelgangers, robots, twins, hybrid creations?bodily metaphors that
became ubiquitous in the literary landscape from the Meiji era (1868–1912) up
until the outbreak of the Second Sino-Japanese War in 1937. Such monsters have
often been understood as representations of the premodern past or of
“stigmatized others”?figures subversive to national ideologies. Miri Nakamura
contends instead that these monsters were products of modernity, informed by
the newly imported scientific discourses on the body, and that they can be read as
being complicit in the ideologies of the empire, for they are uncanny bodies that
ignite a sense of terror by blurring the binary of “normal” and “abnormal” that
modern sciences like eugenics and psychology created. Reading these literary
bodies against the historical rise of the Japanese empire and its colonial wars in
Asia, Nakamura argues that they must be understood in relation to the most
“monstrous” body of all in modern Japan: the carefully constructed image of the
empire itself.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Miri Nakamura is Associate Professor in the College of East Asian Studies at Wesleyan University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jesus Sandiford:

The book Monstrous Bodies: The Rise of the Uncanny in Modern Japan (Harvard East Asian Monographs)
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book
can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can
make looking at a book Monstrous Bodies: The Rise of the Uncanny in Modern Japan (Harvard East Asian
Monographs) to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a reserve
Monstrous Bodies: The Rise of the Uncanny in Modern Japan (Harvard East Asian Monographs). Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

John Carroll:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important normally. The book Monstrous Bodies: The Rise of the Uncanny in Modern Japan
(Harvard East Asian Monographs) was making you to know about other understanding and of course you
can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Monstrous Bodies: The Rise of the
Uncanny in Modern Japan (Harvard East Asian Monographs) is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your book. Try to make relationship together with the book Monstrous Bodies: The Rise of the Uncanny in
Modern Japan (Harvard East Asian Monographs). You never really feel lose out for everything when you
read some books.

Susan Tarin:

This Monstrous Bodies: The Rise of the Uncanny in Modern Japan (Harvard East Asian Monographs) is
fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated
with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in
reading this Monstrous Bodies: The Rise of the Uncanny in Modern Japan (Harvard East Asian Monographs)
can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These
books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application
form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So
there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here



for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Jerry Ingle:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. Within
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Monstrous Bodies: The Rise of the Uncanny in Modern Japan (Harvard East Asian
Monographs) when you needed it?
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