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Gun control is one of the most enduringly controversial issues in modern
American politics. For the first time this book compiles a comprehensive array of
documents that explain and illuminate the historical and contemporary context of
the modern gun debate. Bringing together over 50 documents from the colonial
era to the present, including early colonial laws, founding documents, letters,
political debates, federal and state laws, federal and state court cases, and various
political documents, this book is an indispensable reference work for those
seeking to understand the origins and modern consequences of American gun
policy, including the Second Amendment's right to keep and bear arms.
Accompanying commentary and analysis is included to help the reader fully
understand the meaning of these documents. Numerous bibliographic sources
provide additional resources for interested readers. Ideal for undergraduate and
high school students, this collection of primary documents surrounding one of
America's oldest controversial issues is a must-have for library shelves.

Contrary to popular impression, gun laws are as old as the country, and reflect
the intersection of citizens' personal gun habits and the country's early need to
defend itself by citizen militias who were required to arm themselves. The
nation's gun policies evolved as its needs and resources changed. Old-style
militias gave way to a modern professional American military, and the settling of
the American frontier ushered in modern gun laws. In the past century, political
assassinations and gun-related mass violence spurred both new gun control
efforts and a burgeoning modern gun rights movement. Students will be able to
read and analyze primary documents surrounding these events, including the
Federalist Papers, early hunting laws, Supreme Court rulings, federal and state
regulations, and recent political platform statements. Ideal for undergraduate and
high school students, this collection of primary documents surrounding one of
America's oldest controversial issues is a must-have for library shelves.
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Gun control is one of the most enduringly controversial issues in modern American politics. For the first
time this book compiles a comprehensive array of documents that explain and illuminate the historical and
contemporary context of the modern gun debate. Bringing together over 50 documents from the colonial era
to the present, including early colonial laws, founding documents, letters, political debates, federal and state
laws, federal and state court cases, and various political documents, this book is an indispensable reference
work for those seeking to understand the origins and modern consequences of American gun policy,
including the Second Amendment's right to keep and bear arms. Accompanying commentary and analysis is
included to help the reader fully understand the meaning of these documents. Numerous bibliographic
sources provide additional resources for interested readers. Ideal for undergraduate and high school students,
this collection of primary documents surrounding one of America's oldest controversial issues is a must-have
for library shelves.

Contrary to popular impression, gun laws are as old as the country, and reflect the intersection of citizens'
personal gun habits and the country's early need to defend itself by citizen militias who were required to arm
themselves. The nation's gun policies evolved as its needs and resources changed. Old-style militias gave
way to a modern professional American military, and the settling of the American frontier ushered in modern
gun laws. In the past century, political assassinations and gun-related mass violence spurred both new gun
control efforts and a burgeoning modern gun rights movement. Students will be able to read and analyze
primary documents surrounding these events, including the Federalist Papers, early hunting laws, Supreme
Court rulings, federal and state regulations, and recent political platform statements. Ideal for undergraduate
and high school students, this collection of primary documents surrounding one of America's oldest
controversial issues is a must-have for library shelves.
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Editorial Review

Review
". . . an excellent compilation of primary documents and other information on one of the most contentious
and divisive topics that many first-year students research for entry-level English and speech classes. . . . The
easily comprehensible format, the many bibliographic sources provided, and the list of gun control Web sites
will enhance students' research. . . . This book, on a vital and interesting topic, would be an excellent
addition to large public libraries and to high school and college libraries. . . . Highly recommended." -
Choice

"The topic of gun control has been covered in several publications: Glenn Utter's The Encyclopedia of Gun
Control and Gun Rights (Oryx Pr., 2001) and Gregg Lee Carter's Guns in American Society: An
Encyclopedia of History, Politics, Culture, and the Law (ABC-CLIO, 2002) are two fairly recent examples.
Spitzer (political science, SUNY Cortland), who has published other works on the issue, including The Right
To Bear Arms: Rights and Liberties Under The Law (ABC-CLIO, 2001) and The Politics of Gun Control
(Chatham House, 1995), has compiled 54 documents arranged into eight broad categories. Each document is
followed by an analysis of the significance and meaning of the document regarding gun control. The volume
covers constitutional and other government documents, court decisions, acts passed by legislatures, as well
as other writings such as the Federalist Papers. BOTTOM LINE There is very little overlap between this
work and Greenwood's Gun Control Debate: A Documentary History (1997), edited by Marjolin Bijlefeld,
which consists of speeches and editorials as opposed to the preponderance of legal documents in Spitzer's
volume. The two volumes are more complementary than duplicative. The added analysis in Spitzer's work
also separates it from the earlier effort. Ideal for undergraduates." - Library Journal

"Spitzer (political science, State U. of New York-Cortland) has assembled documents that illustrate the
history, evolution, scope and consequences of the issue of gun control. Original documents are important for
anyone studying or taking part in the debate, he says, because so much information is distorted?deliberately
or not?during emotional exchanges and pronouncements. He also explains the context and impact of each
document. The primary arrangement is chronological, with sections on founding documents, the Second
Amendment and early laws, early US and state court rulings, 20th-century US Supreme and lower-court
rulings, modern gun laws, and the states and two major parties." - Reference & Research Book News

"This useful compilation is recommended for public, secondary school, college, and university libraries." -
Catholic Library World

"With many suggestions for further research, this guide will be useful in high school, public and college
libraries." - Lawrence Looks at Books

About the Author

Robert J. Spitzer is Distinguished Service Professor of Political Science at the State University of New
York, College at Cortland.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Shumaker:

The event that you get from Gun Control: A Documentary and Reference Guide (Documentary and
Reference Guides) is a more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Gun Control: A Documentary
and Reference Guide (Documentary and Reference Guides) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this particular Gun Control: A Documentary and Reference Guide
(Documentary and Reference Guides) instantly.

Robert Shaw:

The book Gun Control: A Documentary and Reference Guide (Documentary and Reference Guides) will
bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Gun Control: A Documentary
and Reference Guide (Documentary and Reference Guides) is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Christina Bishop:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
read a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
and soon. The Gun Control: A Documentary and Reference Guide (Documentary and Reference Guides) will
give you new experience in studying a book.

Michael Robinson:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Gun Control: A Documentary and Reference
Guide (Documentary and Reference Guides) was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Gun Control: A Documentary and Reference Guide (Documentary and Reference Guides)
has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading
which.
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