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“A prodigiously imaginative collection.”<?xml:namespace prefix = o ns = "urn:schemas-
microsoft-com:office:office" />
—New York Times Book Review, Editor’s Choice
 
“Dazzling tales from a master of the fantastic.”
—Washington Post Book World
 
Fragile Things is a sterling collection of exceptional tales from Neil Gaiman, multiple
award-winning (the Hugo, Bram Stoker, Newberry, and Eisner Awards, to name just a
few), #1 New York Times bestselling author of The Graveyard Book, Anansi Boys,
Coraline, and the groundbreaking Sandman graphic novel series. A uniquely imaginative
creator of wonders whose unique storytelling genius has been acclaimed by a host of
literary luminaries from Norman Mailer to Stephen King, Gaiman’s astonishing powers
are on glorious displays in Fragile Things. Enter and be amazed!
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The 30 short stories and poems in this collection vary widely in theme and tone, from the dark, recursive
"Other People" to the witty, R.A. Laffertyesque "Sunbird." Aside from one new tale, "How to Talk to Girls
at Parties," all material has been previously published. Gaiman performs admirably as narrator for the most
part, changing his style from story to story to better suit the tone of each. However, in the more experimental
pieces in the collection, this practice backfires and may leave listeners reaching for the fast-forward button.
The poems often work on paper, but when read aloud many feel like disjointed, nonsensical stories. Gaiman
is at his best when narrating his more traditional tales, such as the sly and inventive Sherlock Holmes/H.P.
Lovecraft pastiche "A Study in Emerald," and the noirish "Keepsakes and Treasures." There are enough
terrific stories in the book to make it a must-have for Gaiman fans, but dedicated readers may want to choose
the hardcopy edition instead, so as to more easily skip the dross. Simultaneous release with the William
Morrow hardcover (Reviews, July 17).
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From School Library Journal
Adult/High School—In this collection of stories (and a few poems), storytellers and the act of storytelling
have prominent roles. The anthropomorphized months of the year swap tales at their annual board meeting: a
half-eaten man recounts how he made the acquaintance of his beloved cannibal; and even Scheherazade,
surely the greatest storyteller of all, receives a tribute with a poem. The stories are by turns horrifying and
fanciful, often blending the two with a little sex, violence, and humor. An introduction offers the genesis of
each selection, itself a stealthy way of initiating teens into the art of writing short stories, and to some of the
important authors of the genre. Gaiman cites his influences, and readers may readily see the inflection of H.
P. Lovecraft and Ray Bradbury in many of the tales. Horror and fantasy are forms of literature wrought with
clichés, but Gaiman usually comes up with an interesting new angle. This collection is more poetic and more
restrained than Stephen King's short stories and more expertly written than China Mieville's Looking for Jake
(Ballantine, 2005). Gaiman skips along the edge of many adolescent fascinations-life, death, the living dead,
and the occult-and teens with a taste for the weird will enjoy this book—Emma Coleman, Berkeley Public
Library, CA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Along with his skill as a writer, Neil Gaiman must have some training in critical witchcraft. He has cast quite
a spell on reviewers, who throw up their hands trying to categorize the stories in Fragile Things and then
bring them together in an almost universal peal of applause. The collection is storytelling at its old-fashioned
best, freshened up for the 21st century but drawing heavily on Gaiman's progenitors. Only the San Diego
Union-Tribune takes real issue with Gaiman, dubbing him "a bantamweight Poe" while acknowledging a
talent that isn't fully on display in this collection. Otherwise, it's smooth sailing for the award-winning British
writer.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Vanessa McGinty:

This book untitled Fragile Things: Short Fictions and Wonders to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily
to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Carlee Smith:

The guide untitled Fragile Things: Short Fictions and Wonders is the book that recommended to you you just
read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that author use
to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get
the e-book of Fragile Things: Short Fictions and Wonders from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.

Pearl Young:

Why? Because this Fragile Things: Short Fictions and Wonders is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside
of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages
than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to
hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

William Matthews:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Fragile Things: Short Fictions and
Wonders can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books
have than the others?
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