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Over the last twenty or so years, it has become standard to require policy makers
to base their recommendations on evidence. That is how uncontroversial to the
point of triviality--of course, policy should be based on the facts. But are the
methods that policy makersrely on to gather and anayze evidence the right
ones? |n Evidence-Based Policy, Nancy Cartwright, an eminent scholar, and
Jeremy Hardie, who has had along and successful career in both business and the
economy, explain that the dominant methods which are in use now--broadly
speaking, methods that imitate standard practices in medicine like randomized
control trials--do not work. They fail, Cartwright and Hardie contend, because
they do not enhance our ability to predict if policies will be effective.

The prevailing methods fall short not just because socia science, which operates
within the domain of real-world politics and deals with people, differs so much
from the natural science milieu of the lab. Rather, there are principled reasons
why the advice for crafting and implementing policy now on offer will lead to
bad results. Current guides in use tend to rank scientific methods according to the
degree of trustworthiness of the evidence they produce. That is valuable in
certain respects, but such approaches offer little advice about how to think about
putting such evidence to use. Evidence-Based Policy focuses on showing
policymakers how to effectively use evidence, explaining what types of
information are most necessary for making reliable policy, and offers lessons on
how to organize that information.
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Over the last twenty or so years, it has become standard to require policy makers to base their
recommendations on evidence. That is now uncontroversial to the point of triviality--of course, policy should
be based on the facts. But are the methods that policy makers rely on to gather and analyze evidence the right
ones? In Evidence-Based Policy, Nancy Cartwright, an eminent scholar, and Jeremy Hardie, who has had a
long and successful career in both business and the economy, explain that the dominant methods which are
in use now--broadly speaking, methods that imitate standard practices in medicine like randomized control
trials--do not work. They fail, Cartwright and Hardie contend, because they do not enhance our ability to
predict if policies will be effective.

The prevailing methods fall short not just because social science, which operates within the domain of real-
world politics and deals with people, differs so much from the natural science milieu of the lab. Rather, there
are principled reasons why the advice for crafting and implementing policy now on offer will lead to bad
results. Current guides in use tend to rank scientific methods according to the degree of trustworthiness of
the evidence they produce. That is valuable in certain respects, but such approaches offer little advice about
how to think about putting such evidence to use. Evidence-Based Policy focuses on showing policymakers
how to effectively use evidence, explaining what types of information are most necessary for making reliable
policy, and offers lessons on how to organize that information.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Nancy Cartwright and Jeremy Hardie are to be complimented. In their new book, Evidence-Based Policy,
the authors have attempted to address a serious problem in policy design... In the process, they do a number
of things very well, including debunking the notion that randomized clinical trials are the gold standard for
solving all problemsin all situations... In addition, they spend alot of time hel ping the reader understand
why a particular approach to policy design may work well in one venue but not in another." --Health Affairs

About the Author

Nancy Cartwright is Professor of Philosophy at UC-San Diego and London School of Economics.

Jeremy Hardieis an Honorary Fellow of Keble College, Oxford and a Fellow of King's College London; he
isalso Vice President of the Royal Economic Society, and was Chairman of the WH Smith Group from 1992
to 2010.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Guy Gregory:

The book Evidence-Based Palicy: A Practical Guide to Doing It Better can give more knowledge and aso
the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book
Evidence-Based Policy: A Practical Guide to Doing It Better? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to
share al of these. Book Evidence-Based Policy: A Practical Guide to Doing It Better has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by wide open
and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Chad Brown:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. Asyou
may know that book is very important for al of us. The book Evidence-Based Policy: A Practical Guide to
Doing It Better had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Evidence-Based Policy: A Practical
Guide to Doing It Better is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend
when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your persona spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
using the book Evidence-Based Policy: A Practical Guide to Doing It Better. Y ou never truly feel lose out
for everything in the event you read some books.



Sherrill Height:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Evidence-Based Policy: A Practical Guide
to Doing It Better e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing
skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Evidence-Based Policy: A Practical
Guideto Doing It Better as good book not just by the cover but also by content. Thisis one reserve that can
break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come
on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you haveto listening to an additional sixth sense.

Lynn Hardie:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading areserve. They are directly felt it when they get
a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Evidence-Based Policy: A Practical Guide to
Doing It Better to make your reading is interesting. Y our own personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle
the feeling about book and looking at especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to start a book
and learn it. Beside that the reserve Evidence-Based Policy: A Practical Guide to Doing It Better canto bea
newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these
time.
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