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This is a general account of the history and architecture of Crusader castles in the
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1099 and 1291, the years during which the Crusaders had a permanent presence
on the Levantine coast. Extensive use is made of contemporary chronicles to
show the reasons why castles were built and how they were used in peace and
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
The most famous medieval wars of European expansion, the Crusades, were originally military expeditions
sponsored by the papacy for recovery of Christian sites in Palestine. The Crusades also provided land and
opportunity for poor and restless knights. Castles were thus built by an alien aristocracy in a hostile
environment to provide shelter and to maintain control over the surrounding countryside. After a sketch of
the literature and of fortifications before the crusades, Kennedy (history, Univ. of St. Andrews, Scotland)
explores the evolution of castle styles, siege techniques, and defensive technologies, relying on the evidence
of both Western and Muslim chroniclers and of archaeology. Although this old-fashioned history is
attractively written and extensively illustrated, greater attention to social and environmental conditions
would have given a fuller picture. For research and general collections.
Bennett D. Hill, Georgetown Univ., Washington, D.C.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
'... a welcome addition to the literature of military architecture. With well-chosen drawings and excellent
photographs taken by the author, it provides one of the best-balanced accounts of the fortification of
Palestine in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries ... a thoughtful and illuminating survey of the entire Crusader
military building effort in its different phases.' The Times Literary Supplement

'... a brilliant survey ... Fully illustrated, Dr Kennedy's authoritative account demonstrates how the castles
were used in war and peace.' Jerusalem Post

'The appearance in affordable paperback of this elegant, erudite and accessible study first published in 1994
... is welcome. Professor Kennedy's lightly-carried learning is deployed in a style that consistently engages.'
C. J. Tyerman, The English Historical Review

From the Back Cover
This is a general account of the history and architecture of Crusader castles in the Kingdom of Jerusalem,
County of Tripoli and Principality of Antioch between 1099 and 1291, the years during which the Crusaders
had a permanent presence on the Levantine coast.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diana Sturgill:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Crusader Castles. Try to make book Crusader Castles as your
close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.



Virginia Mack:

The book Crusader Castles can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why
must we leave a very important thing like a book Crusader Castles? Some of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try
to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you
can share all of these. Book Crusader Castles has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Edna Davis:

This Crusader Castles are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of
this Crusader Castles can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book
is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this Crusader Castles giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving
you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Shaun Sae:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Crusader Castles why because the amazing cover that
make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.
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