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"Alexander's behavior was conditioned along certain lines -- heroism, courage,
strength, superstition, bisexuality, intoxication, cruelty. He bestrode Europe and
Asialike a supernatural figure."

In this succinct portrait of Alexander the Great, distinguished scholar and
historian Norman Cantor illuminates the personal life and military conquests of
this most legendary of men. Cantor draws from the major writings of Alexander's
contemporaries combined with the most recent psychological and cultural studies
to show Alexander as he was -- a great figure in the ancient world whose
puzzling personality greatly fueled his military accomplishments.

He describes Alexander's ambiguous relationship with his father, Philip 11 of
Macedon; his oedipal involvement with his mother, the Albanian princess
Olympias; and his bisexuality. He traces Alexander's attempts to bridge the East
and West, the Greek and Persian worlds, using Achilles, hero of the Trojan War,
as hismodel. Finally, Cantor explores Alexander's view of himself in relation to
the pagan gods of Greece and Egypt.

More than a biography, Norman Cantor's Alexander the Great is a psychological
rendering of aman of histime.
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"Alexander's behavior was conditioned along certain lines -- heroism, courage, strength, superstition,
bisexuality, intoxication, cruelty. He bestrode Europe and Asialike a supernatural figure."

In this succinct portrait of Alexander the Great, distinguished scholar and historian Norman Cantor
illuminates the personal life and military conquests of this most legendary of men. Cantor draws from the
major writings of Alexander's contemporaries combined with the most recent psychological and cultural
studies to show Alexander as he was -- a great figure in the ancient world whose puzzling personality greatly
fueled his military accomplishments.

He describes Alexander's ambiguous rel ationship with his father, Philip |1 of Macedon; his oedipal
involvement with his mother, the Albanian princess Olympias; and his bisexuality. He traces Alexander's
attempts to bridge the East and West, the Greek and Persian worlds, using Achilles, hero of the Trojan War,
as hismodel. Finally, Cantor explores Alexander's view of himself in relation to the pagan gods of Greece
and Egypt.

More than a biography, Norman Cantor's Alexander the Great is a psychological rendering of aman of his
time.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

The last work of the late historian Cantor (In the Wake of the Plague) is aflat and uninspiring study of a
leader of gigantic proportions and unparalleled courage. Drawing heavily on previous modern biographies,
aswell as on biographical sketches from Plutarch, Arrian and other ancient writers, Cantor recreates
Alexander's world, his military campaigns and his family life. Cantor mechanically traces Alexander's
military exploits through Persia, Jerusalem and India, where he often freed the people of one region from a
tyrant and then enslaved them himself. In tantalizing brevity, Cantor provides a picture of the bloody civil
wars, the superstition and fears, and the environment of honor and shame in which the young prince grew up.
Alexander's reputation as a chivalrous leader developed much later, Cantor says, both in the Alexandrine
romances of the first century and in Christian legend and lore of the Middle Ages. The author clearly
demonstrates that Alexander's greatness derives primarily from his abilities as a field commander rather than
from his abilities as a political leader. Regrettably, Cantor offers no startling information that would help
distinguish his short biography from the more complete and detailed works of Robin Lane Fox, Peter Green
or Michael Wood. Map.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

*Starred Review* Has the famous Macedonian king been "done to death"? Several biographies of the
conqueror of what was then the "known" world have appeared recently; however, turn to this extremely
useful one for itsincomparable mix of insight and cogency. Professor Cantor, author of, among other books,
the best-selling In the Wake of the Plague (2001), begins with a trenchant explanation of the context for
understanding Alexander--the tenets of ancient Greek culture--which is matched, asif by a second bookend,
by the author's equally solid concluding--chapter summation of the man's "greatness." In between lies the
heart of the book, in which Cantor, easing the reader along in an effortlessly styled, smoothly flowing
narrative, reconstructs the eventsin Alexander's life; but more difficultly, given the expanse of time between
then and now, he offers avalid evaluation of the man's character. Military exploits (in Alexander's case, of
course, military talents) are excitingly revivified, and honesty is the hallmark of Cantor's appreciation of
Alexander's relationship with hislongtime male lover, Hephaestion. A book that does the biographical art
proud. Brad Hooper

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
[An] incomparable mix of insight and cogency. . . . Military exploits (in Alexander's case, of course, military
talents) are excitingly revivified, and honesty is the hallmark of Cantor's appreciation of Alexander's

relationship with his longtime male lover, Hephaestion. A book that does the biographical art proud. --
Booklist (starred review)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Albert Parks;

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a book.


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Alexander the Great: Journey to the End of the
Earth will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Peggy Ross:

The book untitled Alexander the Great: Journey to the End of the Earth contain alot of information on it.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The
author brings you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on
your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can start their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice study.

Jonas Jones:

Beside this particular Alexander the Great: Journey to the End of the Earth in your phone, it may give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Alexander the Great: Journey to the End of the Earth because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book as well asread it from today!

Eric Green:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Alexander the Great: Journey to the End of the Earth can make you feel more
interested to read.
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