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This perennially popular Norton Critical Edition reprintsfor thefirst time
the definitive | owa-Califor nia text of Adventures of Huckleberry Finn,
completewith all original illustrations by Edward Windsor Kemble and
John Harley. Thetext isaccompanied by explanatory annotations.

"Contexts and Sources' provides readers with arich selection of documents
related to the historical background, language, composition, sale, reception, and
newly discovered first half of the manuscript of Mark Twain's greatest work.
Included are letters on the writing of the novel, excerpts from the author's
autobiography, samples of bad poetry that inspired his satire (including an effort
by young Sam Clemens himself), a section on the censorship of Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn by schools and libraries over a hundred-year period, and
commentary by David Carkeet on dialects of the book and by Earl F. Briden on
its"racist" illustrations. In addition, this section reprints the full texts of both
"Sociable Jimmy," upon which is based the controversial theory that Huck speaks
ina"black voice," and "A True Story, Repeated Word for Word As | Heard It,"
the first significant attempt by Mark Twain to capture the speech of an African
Americanin print.

"Criticism" of Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is divided into "Early Responses’
(including the first negative review) and "Modern Views" by Victor A. Doyno, T.
S. Eliot, Jane Smiley, David L. Smith, Shelley Fisher Fishkin (the "black voice"
thesis), James R. Kincaid (arebuttal of Fishkin), and David R. Sewell. Also
included is Toni Morrison's moving personal "Introduction” to the troubling
experience of reading and re-reading Mark Twain's masterpiece.

“A Chronology and Selected Bibliography” are also included.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Mark Twain's classic novel, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, tells the story of ateenaged misfit who
finds himself floating on araft down the Mississippi River with an escaping slave, Jim. In the course of their
perilous journey, Huck and Jim meet adventure, danger, and a cast of characters who are sometimes
menacing and often hilarious.

Though some of the situations in Huckleberry Finn are funny in themselves (the cockeyed Shakespeare
production in Chapter 21 leapsinstantly to mind), this book's humor isfound mostly in Huck's unique
worldview and hisway of expressing himself. Describing his brief sojourn with the Widow Douglas after she
adopts him, Huck says. "After supper she got out her book and learned me about Moses and the Bulrushers,
and | wasin asweat to find out all about him; but by and by she let it out that M oses had been dead a
considerable long time; so then | didn't care no more about him, because | don't take no stock in dead
people.” Underlying Twain's good humor is adark subcurrent of Antebellum cruelty and injustice that makes
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn a frequently funny book with a serious message.

From Publishers Weekly

Considered the first great American novel, part of Finn's charm is the wisdom and sobering social criticism
deftly lurking amongst the seemingly innocent observations of the uneducated Huck and the even-less-
educated escaped slave, Jim. William Dufris's voice, unpretentious and disarming, like the book's main
characters, seems the perfect armature on which to hang this literary strategy. Although he does an expert job
with the entire cast, Dufriss delivery of Jim's dialogue is his crowning achievement. Out of context, Dufris's
Jim might sound mocking and racist, due to his expert delivery of Twain's regional vernacular. Ignorance
and intelligence, however, are not mutually exclusive, and taken as awhole, Jim's mind and heart come
shining through, allowing the listener to reflect on their own assumptions. Tantor Mediaincludes the entire
text asadigital e-book on the final CD, awise and thoughtful move in a market with swift and changing
currents.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From School Library Journa

Gr 5 Up-The St. Charles Players superbly present the essence of Mark Twain's 1884 classic in this Radio
Theatre rendition. With an 18-person cast, they retell the story in avariety of voices, using many of the
author's original words as well as adding their own narrative and conversation. This audio version alows
youngstersto learn of Huckleberry's trip down the Mississippi on araft in the company of the (allegedly)
runaway slave Jim without bogging them down with hard to understand dialect or offensive words. The style
is reminiscent of the Golden Y ears of Radio drama, with original music and sound effects accompanying the
dramatic telling. The aural quality is good, with clear enunciation. Although the action follows the book
commendably and includes all the events of mgjor importance, this cannot be used as a read-along version.
Thisis not adrawback, but rather a means of enticing younger students to become acquainted with Twain's
work. It would appeal to teachers or librarians who are looking for alively way to introduce the classics. For
older students, also consider Trafalgar Square's three-hour The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Sept. 2000,
p. 84).-Joanne K. Hammond, Chambersburg Area Middle School, PA

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Bertha Underwood:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Third Edition) (Norton Critical
Editions). Try to the actual book Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Third Edition) (Norton Critical Editions)
asyour close friend. It meansthat it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it isvery fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Shane Hamilton:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here islook different you
can read the book. It isreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a publication. The book Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Third Edition) (Norton
Critical Editions) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you
can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mQore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The priceis
not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

William Glover:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
in comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find e-book
that need more time to be learn. Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Third Edition) (Norton Critical Editions)
can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Joyce Jiminez:

Beside this Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Third Edition) (Norton Critical Editions) in your phone, it may
give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will
got hereis fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Third Edition) (Norton Critical Editions)
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would
not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss
this? Find this book in addition to read it from today!
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