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In this enthralling narrative-the first of its kind-historian and journalist Ruth
Raosen chronicles the history of the American women's movement from its
beginnings in the 1960s to the present. Interweaving the personal with the
political, she vividly evokes the events and people who participated in our eras
most far-reaching socia revolution. Rosen's fresh look at the recent past reveals
fascinating but little-known information including how the FBI hired hundreds of
women to infiltrate the movement. Using extensive archival research and
interviews, Rosen challenges readers to understand the impact of the women's
movement and to see why the revolution is far from over.
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In this enthralling narrative-the first of its kind-historian and journalist Ruth Rosen chronicles the history of
the American women's movement from its beginnings in the 1960s to the present. I nterweaving the personal
with the political, she vividly evokes the events and people who participated in our era's most far-reaching
social revolution. Rosen's fresh ook at the recent past reveals fascinating but little-known information
including how the FBI hired hundreds of women to infiltrate the movement. Using extensive archival
research and interviews, Rosen challenges readers to understand the impact of the women's movement and to
see why the revolution is far from over.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

For anyone who wants a thorough introduction to the modern American women's movement, thisisit: a
rousing story of the revolution by a history professor who participated in its struggles. Ruth Rosen introduces
her book by reminding readers of discriminatory practices that were common in pre-1960s America:
"Harvard's Lamont Library was off-limits to women for fear they would distract male students. Newspaper
ads separated jobs by sex; bars often refused to serve women; some states even excluded women from jury
duty; no women ran big corporations or universities, worked as firefighters or police officers." She then
proceeds to delineate the changes that make such discrimination seem unthinkable today. Her research takes
in popular books, magazines, newspaper articles and television, the details of politics and law, and the
individual liberation stories of not only famous feminists and thinkers but many lesser-known women as
well.

By the end of the 1970s, there are not only legal abortions, Title IX, and more women than men at American
universities but letters like the following submitted to Ms. magazine: "One day last week, | pulled upto a
four-way stop in my taxi," writes Jill Wood. "At one of the stop signs sat a police officer in acruiser, and at
the third, atelephone installer in avan. What made the occasion memorable was the fact that all three of us
were women. We celebrated with much joyful laughter." Y et, says Rosen, thisis only the beginning of the
struggle for human rights. The World Split Open should serve to galvanize the energies of a new generation
of women and men. --Maria Dolan

From Publishers Weekly

Highlighting the dramatic changes in culture and attitudes brought about by the women's movement in the
1960s and '70s, Rosen details the rebirth of feminism, from the liberalism of NOW through women's
liberation, which grew out of the civil rights movement. Her focusis on the "hidden injuries of sex" and how
what had been construed as "personal" problems--abortion, compulsory heterosexuality, rape and sexual
violence, prostitution and pornography--became political issues. She also sketches the political splitsand
crises--such as the Redstockings' attack on Gloria Steinem and FBI infiltration--that wrought havoc in the
movement as the backlash against legal abortion and the ERA was gathering steam. Finally, Rosen outlines
how, even as feminism was proliferating throughout the country among such groups as older women and
trade union women and in educational and religious institutions, it was also becoming diluted by what she
terms consumer feminism (selling goods and services to promote liberation) and therapeutic feminism,
which turned the political back into the personal. A history professor at the University of California-Davis,
Rosen often focuses on groups sometimes left out of other accounts, like women who grew up in left-wing
homes in the 1940s and '50s and women of color. Because her narrative moves decade by decade, some
subjects, like abortion, are presented in a scattered manner. But the clear chronology and extensive
bibliography make this volume an excellent teaching tool that is accessible and broad enough to appeal to
general readers as well. Agent, Sandra Dijkstra. (Feb.)

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

This portrait of postwar American feminism is both a study in social history and a memoir; but Rosen's
(history, Univ. of California, Davis) personal narrative takes nothing away from her scholarship. Organized
chronologically, her study examines movement trends, |eadership, achievements, and failures, addressing the
criticisms that modern feminism both ignores women outside of mainstream privilege and lacks a sense of



humor. Rosen's generosity of outlook lends this subject a note of optimism missing from Germaine Greer's
recent The Whole Woman (L J 5/15/99). A lively and readable complement to Flora Davis's Moving the
Mountain (LJ 11/1/91) and Marcia Cohen's The Sisterhood (Ballantine, 1988. 0.p.). Index not seen; but her
suggestions for further reading are particularly comprehensive and well-organized. One small quibble: she
misidentifies International Women's Day as May 8 instead of March 8. Recommended for public and
academic libraries. [BOMC selection.]--Barbara Ann Hutcheson, Greater VictoriaP.L., B.

---Barbara Ann Hutcheson, Greater VictoriaP.L., BC

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Julie B€ll:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all
people in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question
above. Every person has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't want do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book The World
Split Open: How the Modern Women's Movement Changed America, Revised Edition. All type of book are
you able to see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Alberta Townsend:

Here thing why this particular The World Split Open: How the Modern Women's Movement Changed
America, Revised Edition are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it
really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The World
Split Open: How the Modern Women's Movement Changed America, Revised Edition giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar
with The World Split Open: How the Modern Women's Movement Changed America, Revised Edition. It
givesyou thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which
is might be can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or
even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book
maybe the form of The World Split Open: How the Modern Women's Movement Changed America, Revised
Edition in e-book can be your choice.

Jeanne Newman:

The reserve with title The World Split Open: How the Modern Women's Movement Changed America,
Revised Edition has alot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this
book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world at this point. That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the
world. This book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book with your
smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.



June Slater:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
The World Split Open: How the Modern Women's Movement Changed America, Revised Edition your mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely can
be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one application form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The The World Split Open: How the
Modern Women's Movement Changed America, Revised Edition giving you another experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful datafor your better life within this era. So now let usteach
you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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