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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
According to the popular definition, a prophet is one who accurately predicts the future. But in the Jewish
tradition, as Abraham Joshua Heschel explains in The Prophets, these figures earn their title by witnessing
the world around them with outstanding passion. Prophets are those whose "life and soul are at stake" in
what they say about "the mystery of [God's] relation to man." They are "some of the most disturbing people
who have ever lived," and yet they are also "the men whose image is our refuge in distress, and whose voice
and vision sustain our faith." Heschel's book, one of the classic texts on the subject, contains sophisticated,
straightforward discussions of each of the Hebrew prophets, the primary themes of their preaching, and
comparisons of Israel's prophets to those of other religions'. Throughout, Heschel avoids the two great
temptations in any discussion of prophesy: overstating the supernatural quality of a prophet's epiphany ("A
prophet is a person, not a microphone"), and reducing prophesy to a merely human phenomenon. Instead,
Heschel describes the prophet's peculiar status as God's spokesman in a way that does justice to its
complexity: "He speaks from the perspective of God as perceived from the perspective of his own situation."
--Michael Joseph Gross

Review

Abraham Heschel was an Orthodox Jewish scholar who was born in Warsaw and fled the Nazi regime,
ending in the United States. "The Prophets" is an expanded English translation of his German doctoral thesis,
first published in 1962. Both volumes are here conveniently reprinted in a single volume, marking the
hundredth anniversary of his birth.

Heschel's approach to the prophets seeks to take account both of their divine inspiration and of the human
personalities through which this came. He rejects any approach that stresses revelation to the exclusion of the
human role or that views the prophets in purely human terms. The key to the prophets, for Heschel, is the
divine pathos. Their writings reveal the passionate God, being 'filled with echoes of divine love and
disappointment, mercy and indignation'. Much modern theology has moved away from the traditional
doctrine that God is impassible, not subject to feelings or emotions. Heschel's work has been influential in
that move, as for example on Jiirgen Moltmann's "The Crucified God."

In the first volume Heschel expounds the thought of a number of the prophets: Amos, Hosea, First and
Second Isaiah, Micah, Jeremiah and Habakkuk. The second volume focuses especially on the divine pathos.
But doesn't 'anthropopathic language', speaking of God's feelings in human terms, prejudice the
transcendence of God? There are two opposite errors to avoid. On the one hand we must not make God so
'Wholly Other' that he remains unknown. On the other hand we must not reduce him to human terms. The
prophets used anthropomorphic and anthropopathic language of God, but did not imagine that this described
him adequately. Adapting Isaiah 55:8, 'My pathos is not your pathos, neither are your ways My ways, says
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and my pathos
than your pathos.' The essential meaning of the divine pathos 'is not to be seen in its psychological
denotation, as standin

About the Author

Abraham J. Heschel (1907-1972), born in Poland, moved to the United States in 1940. A professor at the
Jewish Theological Seminary in New York, Heschel became an active and well-known participant in the



Civil Rights movement and the protests against the Vietnam War.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gregory Jones:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Prophets (Perennial Classics). Try to the actual book
The Prophets (Perennial Classics) as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case.
The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should
make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Donald Jackson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The Prophets
(Perennial Classics) book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Karyn Turner:

This book untitled The Prophets (Perennial Classics) to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this
kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Jacquelynn Laverty:

This The Prophets (Perennial Classics) is great book for you because the content which is full of information
for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book
reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are
read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Prophets
(Perennial Classics) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can
say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So
, this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?
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