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Derrida's first book-length work, The Problem of Genesis in Husserl's
Philosophy, was originally written as a dissertation for his diplôme d'études
supérieures in 1953 and 1954. Surveying Husserl's major works on
phenomenology, Derrida reveals what he sees as an internal tension in Husserl's
central notion of genesis, and gives us our first glimpse into the concerns and
frustrations that would later lead Derrida to abandon phenomenology and
develop his now famous method of deconstruction.

For Derrida, the problem of genesis in Husserl's philosophy is that both
temporality and meaning must be generated by prior acts of the transcendental
subject, but transcendental subjectivity must itself be constituted by an act of
genesis. Hence, the notion of genesis in the phenomenological sense underlies
both temporality and atemporality, history and philosophy, resulting in a tension
that Derrida sees as ultimately unresolvable yet central to the practice of
phenomenology.

Ten years later, Derrida moved away from phenomenology entirely, arguing in
his introduction to Husserl's posthumously published Origin of Geometry and his
own Speech and Phenomena that the phenomenological project has neither
resolved this tension nor expressly worked with it. The Problem of Genesis
complements these other works, showing the development of Derrida's approach
to phenomenology as well as documenting the state of phenomenological thought
in France during a particularly fertile period, when Levinas, Sartre, Merleau-
Ponty, Ricoeur, and Tran-Duc-Thao, as well as Derrida, were all working
through it. But the book is most important in allowing us to follow Derrida's own
development as a philosopher by tracing the roots of his later work in
deconstruction to these early critical reflections on Husserl's phenomenology.

"A dissertation is not merely a prerequisite for an academic job. It may set the
stage for a scholar's life project. So, the doctoral dissertations of Max Weber and
Jacques Derrida, never before available in English, may be of more than passing
interest. In June, the University of Chicago Press will publish Mr. Derrida's
dissertation, The Problem of Genesis in Husserl's Philosophy, which the French
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philosopher wrote in 1953-54 as a doctoral student, and which did not appear in
French until 1990. From the start, Mr Derrida displayed his inventive linguistic
style and flouting of convention."—Danny Postel, Chronicle of Higher
Education
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This translation of a 1990 reprinting of Derrida's 1953-54 dissertation for his diplôme d'études supérieures by
its nature contains a certain deconstructive vibration, voices impacted within voices and language pried
opened for close inspection. Even the juxtaposition of annotations-the translator's notes, nested beside the
editor's notes, nested inside the author's translations-produces a certain Derridean experience of
intertextuality. Adding to the complication, the subject matter here is "genesis" in the work of German
philosopher Edmund Husserl, a perfect template for circular locutions on the unplaceable origins of thought
and identity. "Just when I am getting to the end and when everything is finished for me, I know that I must
start everything again from the beginning," Husserl is quoted to say. For those enamored of Derrida's often
mind-blowing writing style, part philosophy and part Talmudic incantation, this manuscript will prove
fascinating material. Chided by instructor Louis Althusser to show a certain level of professionalism in his
academic prose, the young Derrida moves relatively methodically over the body of Husserl's work, treating
the twin themes of the history of philosophy and the philosophy of history. In this nascent effort, we glimpse
a singular mind as it dwells on its own formation.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

From the Inside Flap

Derrida's first book-length work, The Problem of Genesis in Husserl's Philosophy, was originally written as a
dissertation for his diplôme d'études supérieures in 1953 and 1954. Surveying Husserl's major works on
phenomenology, Derrida reveals what he sees as an internal tension in Husserl's central notion of genesis,
and gives us our first glimpse into the concerns and frustrations that would later lead Derrida to abandon
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For Derrida, the problem of genesis in Husserl's philosophy is that both temporality and meaning must be
generated by prior acts of the transcendental subject, but transcendental subjectivity must itself be constituted
by an act of genesis. Hence, the notion of genesis in the phenomenological sense underlies both temporality
and atemporality, history and philosophy, resulting in a tension that Derrida sees as ultimately unresolvable
yet central to the practice of phenomenology.

Ten years later, Derrida moved away from phenomenology entirely, arguing in his introduction to Husserl's
posthumously published Origin of Geometry and his own Speech and Phenomena that the phenomenological
project has neither resolved this tension nor expressly worked with it. The Problem of Genesis complements
these other works, showing the development of Derrida's approach to phenomenology as well as
documenting the state of phenomenological thought in France during a particularly fertile period, when
Levinas, Sartre, Merleau-Ponty, Ricoeur, and Tran-Duc-Thao, as well as Derrida, were all working through
it. But the book is most important in allowing us to follow Derrida's own development as a philosopher by
tracing the roots of his later work in deconstruction to these early critical reflections on Husserl's
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project. So, the doctoral dissertations of Max Weber and Jacques Derrida, never before available in English,
may be of more than passing interest. In June, the University of Chicago Press will publish Mr. Derrida's
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Depew:

This The Problem of Genesis in Husserl's Philosophy are generally reliable for you who want to be described
as a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Problem of Genesis in Husserl's Philosophy can be
one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but
feed you with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring
it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The
Problem of Genesis in Husserl's Philosophy forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have
it and luxuriate in reading.

Toni Williams:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be study. The Problem of Genesis in Husserl's Philosophy can be your answer as it can be read by a
person who have those short time problems.

Gerri Townsend:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Problem of Genesis in Husserl's
Philosophy which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Elizabeth Villalobos:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their hobby.
They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing reading
significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful pictures
on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this age,
many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.



Therefore , this The Problem of Genesis in Husserl's Philosophy can make you experience more interested to
read.
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