The Origins of Virtue: Human Instincts and
the Evolution of Cooperation

The Origins

(fa)/ir[ue By Matt Ridley
£
= Download now
e MATT RIDLEY
R e ey :
o EEEETT Read Online ©

TheOriginsof Virtue: Human Instincts and the Evolution of Cooperation
By Matt Ridley

If, as Darwin suggests, evolution relentlessly encourages the survival of the
fittest, why are humans compelled to live in cooperative, complex societies? In
this fascinating examination of the roots of human trust and virtue, a zool ogist
and former American editor of the Economist reveals the results of recent studies
that suggest that self-interest and mutual aid are not at al incompatible. In fact,
he points out, our cooperative instincts may have evolved as part of mankind?s
natural selfish behavior--by exchanging favors we can benefit ourselves as well
as others.Brilliantly orchestrating the newest findings of geneticists,
psychologists, and anthropologists, The Origins of Virtue re-examines the
everyday assumptions upon which we base our actions towards others, whether
in our roles as parents, siblings, or trade partners. With the wit and brilliance of
The Red Queen, his acclaimed study of human and animal sexuality, M att
Ridley shows us how breakthroughs in computer programming, microbiology,

and economics have given us a new perspective on how and why we relate to
each other.
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If, as Darwin suggests, evolution relentlessly encourages the survival of the fittest, why are humans
compelled to live in cooperative, complex societies? In this fascinating examination of the roots of human
trust and virtue, a zoologist and former American editor of the Economist reveals the results of recent
studies that suggest that self-interest and mutual aid are not at all incompatible. In fact, he points out, our
cooperative instincts may have evolved as part of mankind?s natural selfish behavior--by exchanging favors
we can benefit ourselves as well as others.Brilliantly orchestrating the newest findings of geneticists,
psychologists, and anthropologists, The Origins of Virtue re-examines the everyday assumptions upon
which we base our actions towards others, whether in our roles as parents, siblings, or trade partners. With
the wit and brilliance of The Red Queen, his acclaimed study of human and animal sexuality, Matt Ridley
shows us how breakthroughs in computer programming, microbiology, and economics have given us a new
perspective on how and why we relate to each other.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Human life, scientific journalist Matt Ridley suggests, isa complex balancing act: we behave with self-
interest foremost in mind, but also in ways that do not harm, and sometimes even benefit, others. This
behavior, in a strange way, makes us good. It also makes us unique in the animal world, where self-interest is
far more pronounced. "The essential virtuousness of human beings is proved not by parallelsin the animal
kingdom, but by the very lack of convincing animal parallels," Ridley writes. How we got to be so virtuous
over millions of years of evolution is the theme of this entertaining book of popular science, which will be of
interest to any student of human nature.

From Library Journal

Relying heavily on game theory, zoologist and science writer Ridley focuses on how cooperation evolved in
the generally selfish world of humankind. The result is a fascinating tale incorporating studies in theoretical
and evolutionary biology, ecology, economics, ethology, sociology, and anthropology. Ridley details many
complex behaviors, such as altruism in animals and humans, and reviews many anthropol ogical
investigations to show how these behaviors manifest themselves in differing groups. He also develops some
absorbing ideas regarding extinct civilizations. Unfortunately, his conclusions are sometimes at odds with his
claim that individual property rights are the key to conservation and that environmentalists are misguided.
His criticisms of conservation efforts and of the concept of the "noble savage" can be one-sided, and his
sources are limited. Still, the material will captivate a wide audience, including scholars who appreciate the
original literature cited. Highly recommended.?Constance A. Rinaldo, Dartmouth Coll. Biomedical Lib.,
Hanover, N.H.

Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Since Darwin taught usto view nature as a brutal competition among species, few philosophers have
regarded virtue as a natural impulse. Yet it isto evolutionary biology, not ethical theory, that Ridley turns for
an explanation of why people often sacrifice self-interest for the common good. With evidence from the
latest research, he demonstrates that the hidden maneuvering of the genes punishes the egotist and rewards
the saint. But don't expect the dance of the genesto follow apolitically correct choreography: Ridley
advances highly controversial arguments on the sexual division of labor, on the politics of environmentalism,
and on the causes of war. Certainly, no one should look to these pages for a genetic formulafor universal
harmony and peace. But Ridley concludes with a compelling appeal for arenewa of natural communitiesin
which our best instincts can flourish. At atime of rising fears about bioscience, Ridley still inspires hope that
biology may be an ally, not afoe, in the fight for amoral world. Bryce Christensen

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carolyn Fletcher:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve The Origins of Virtue: Human


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Instincts and the Evolution of Cooperation will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel alot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking
for best book or appropriate book with you?

Lisa Christopher:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, aswell as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find anew activity hereislook different you can read
some sort of book. It isrealy fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
long to reading a book. The book The Origins of Virtue: Human Instincts and the Evolution of Cooperation it
isvery good to read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book.

Y ou can mOore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
provides high quality.

Virginia Doak:

Y ou could spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Origins of Virtue: Human Instincts and
the Evolution of Cooperation is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It
ismake you easier to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are alot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

John Cheung:

Wheat is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The Origins of Virtue: Human
Instincts and the Evolution of Cooperation.
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