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The unprecedented political power of the Ottoman imperial harem in the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries is widely viewed as illegitimate and
corrupting. This book examines the sources of royal women's power and assesses
the reactions of contemporaries, which ranged from loyal devotion to armed
opposition. By examining political action in the context of household networks,
Leslie Peirce demonstrates that female power was a logical, indeed an intended,
consequence of political structures. Royal women were custodians of sovereign
power, training their sons in its use and exercising it directly as regents when
necessary. Furthermore, they played central roles in the public culture of
sovereignty--royal ceremonial, monumental building, and patronage of artistic
production. The Imperial Harem argues that the exercise of political power was
tied to definitions of sexuality. Within the dynasty, the hierarchy of female
power, like the hierarchy of male power, reflected the broader society's control
for social control of the sexually active.
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The unprecedented political power of the Ottoman imperial harem in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
is widely viewed as illegitimate and corrupting. This book examines the sources of royal women's power and
assesses the reactions of contemporaries, which ranged from loyal devotion to armed opposition. By
examining political action in the context of household networks, Leslie Peirce demonstrates that female
power was a logical, indeed an intended, consequence of political structures. Royal women were custodians
of sovereign power, training their sons in its use and exercising it directly as regents when necessary.
Furthermore, they played central roles in the public culture of sovereignty--royal ceremonial, monumental
building, and patronage of artistic production. The Imperial Harem argues that the exercise of political power
was tied to definitions of sexuality. Within the dynasty, the hierarchy of female power, like the hierarchy of
male power, reflected the broader society's control for social control of the sexually active.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The harem described in Leslie P. Peirce's fascinating book is not the lascivious sexual playground
conceived by the Western imagination but the locus of power in the Ottoman empire...The general thesis of
this outstanding book--that the power wielded by the women of the imperial harem was real, and that it stood
in an organic relation to broader Ottoman political traditions and practice--will be widely
accepted."--American Historical Review

"Peirce's work effectively reinforces recent work on the post-Süleymanic period, while at the same time
revising scholarship about the imperial harem and the dynastic family. In doing so, her book is a significant
contribution to the field."--The Historian

"The Imperial Harem is the definitive book on its subject. While it is excellent reading for students of
women's studies, it is an important contribution to Ottoman history as well."--MESA Bulletin

"A tour de force. Peirce has brought her detailed knowledge of Ottoman harem politics to revise a
fundamental question of Ottoman historiography: how did the dynasty adjust to the transformation of
imperial ideology necessary in light of the regime's change from aggressive expansion to stasis."--Carl F.
Petry, Northwestern University

"This is an excellent book, and a new departure in women's history within the Islamic field. Peirce discusses
women not as a class apart, not as part of dynastic politics in the Ottoman Empire, thus shedding new light
on political processes, and showing women to be an integral part of the dynasty."--Beatrice Manz, Tufts
University

About the Author

Leslie P. Peirce is Professor of History and Near Eastern Studies, University of California, Berkeley

Users Review

From reader reviews:



James Smith:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The
Imperial Harem: Women and Sovereignty in the Ottoman Empire (Studies in Middle Eastern History)?
Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book,
you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Denise Rutledge:

Here thing why this kind of The Imperial Harem: Women and Sovereignty in the Ottoman Empire (Studies
in Middle Eastern History) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good
however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Imperial Harem:
Women and Sovereignty in the Ottoman Empire (Studies in Middle Eastern History) giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with The
Imperial Harem: Women and Sovereignty in the Ottoman Empire (Studies in Middle Eastern History). It
gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or
even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the
form of The Imperial Harem: Women and Sovereignty in the Ottoman Empire (Studies in Middle Eastern
History) in e-book can be your option.

Angela Babb:

The book The Imperial Harem: Women and Sovereignty in the Ottoman Empire (Studies in Middle Eastern
History) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate
the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The
Imperial Harem: Women and Sovereignty in the Ottoman Empire (Studies in Middle Eastern History) is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker
to read the book.

Jacob Florence:

This The Imperial Harem: Women and Sovereignty in the Ottoman Empire (Studies in Middle Eastern
History) is great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal
with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great
organize word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have
whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having The Imperial Harem: Women and Sovereignty in the Ottoman
Empire (Studies in Middle Eastern History) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but
this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that
will?
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