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Photography's great success gives the impression that the major questions that
have haunted the medium are now resolved. On the contrary,the most important
guestions about photography are just beginning to be asked. These fourteen
essays, with over 200 illustrations, critically examine prevailing beliefs about the
medium and suggest new waysto explain the history of photography. They are
organized around the questions: What are the social consequences of aesthetic
practice? How does photography construct sexual difference? How is
photography used to promote class and national interests? What are the politics
of photographic truth? The Contest of Meaning summarizes the challenges to
traditional photographic history that have developed in the last decade out of a
consciously political critique of photographic production. Contributions by a
wide range of important Americans critics reexamine the complex -- and often
contradictory -- roles of photography within society. Douglas Crimp, Christopher
Phillips, Benjamin Buchloh, and Abigail Solomon Godeau examine the gradually
developed exclusivity of art photography and describe the politics of canon
formation throughout modernism. Catherine Lord, Deborah Bright, Sally Stein,
and Jan Zita Grover examine the ways in which the femaleis configured as a
subject, and explain how sexual differenceis constructed across various registers
of photographic representation. Carol Squiers, Esther Parada, and Richard Bolton
clarify the ways in which photography serves as aform of mass communication,
demonstrating in particular how photographic production is affected by the
interests of the powerful patrons of communications. The three concluding
essays, by Rosalind Krauss, Martha Rodler, and Allan Sekula, critically examine
the concept of photographic truth by exploring the intentions informing various
uses of "objective" images within society.
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Photography's great success gives the impression that the major questions that have haunted the medium are
now resolved. On the contrary,the most important questions about photography are just beginning to be
asked. These fourteen essays, with over 200 illustrations, critically examine prevailing beliefs about the
medium and suggest new ways to explain the history of photography. They are organized around the
guestions: What are the social consequences of aesthetic practice? How does photography construct sexual
difference? How is photography used to promote class and national interests? What are the politics of
photographic truth? The Contest of Meaning summarizes the challenges to traditional photographic history
that have developed in the last decade out of a consciously political critique of photographic production.
Contributions by a wide range of important Americans critics reexamine the complex -- and often
contradictory -- roles of photography within society. Douglas Crimp, Christopher Phillips, Benjamin
Buchloh, and Abigail Solomon Godeau examine the gradually developed exclusivity of art photography and
describe the politics of canon formation throughout modernism. Catherine Lord, Deborah Bright, Sally Stein,
and Jan Zita Grover examine the ways in which the female is configured as a subject, and explain how

sexual difference is constructed across various registers of photographic representation. Carol Squiers, Esther
Parada, and Richard Bolton clarify the ways in which photography serves as aform of mass communication,
demonstrating in particular how photographic production is affected by the interests of the powerful patrons
of communications. The three concluding essays, by Rosalind Krauss, Martha Rosler, and Allan Sekula,
critically examine the concept of photographic truth by exploring the intentions informing various uses of
"objective" images within society.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Editor Bolton has assembled 14 essays offering an aternate approach to the popular vein of post-modernist
theory that suggests the understanding of form is ahistorical, i.e., not dependent on context. The book is
organized around four questions: "What Are the Social Consegquences of Aesthetic Practice?’; "How Does
Photography Construct Sexual Difference?'; "How |s Photography Used To Promote Class and National
Interests?'; and "What Are the Politics of Photographic Truth?' Essayists such as Rosalind Krauss, Allen
Sekula, and Douglas Crimp aim to "repoaliticize" the history of the medium, which they feel has been
"neutralized" by formalist definition. Building on the dialectical approach of Critical Theorists, "these writers
develop an understanding of meaning as a contest created out of opposition and negotiation." Fascinating and
very well illustrated but rather heady. Essential for academic photography collections.

- Kathy J. Anderson, Onondaga Cty. P.L., N.Y.

Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

Eminently readable, the critical essays collected here interrogate our limited understanding of so called art
photography, by unmasking the ideological and political realities that have shaped both its production and
interpretation.

(Anthony Aziz, SF Camerawork)

From the Back Cover

Photography's great success gives us the impression that the major questions that have haunted the medium
are now resolved. These 14 essays, with over 200 illustrations, critically examine and challenge the
prevailing formalist values of late modernism that have been applied to the medium and suggest new ways to
explain the history of photography.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jean McFerren:

A lot of people aways spent al their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's ook different you
can read abook. It isreally fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading areserve. The book The Contest of Meaning: Critical Histories of Photography it is
extremely good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book.

Y ou can mQore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
provides high quality.



Melissa Ray:

Beside this The Contest of Meaning: Critical Histories of Photography in your phone, it might give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got hereis
fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have The Contest of Meaning: Critical Histories of Photography because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
that? Find this book aswell asread it from right now!

David Bar nett:

This The Contest of Meaning: Critical Histories of Photography is new way for you who has curiosity to
look for someinformation asit relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Contest of Meaning: Critical
Histories of Photography can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific
book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure
I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. Y ou can find what you
arelooking for. It should be here for you actually. So, don't missthe ideal Just read this e-book variety for
your better life along with knowledge.

Cassandra Sander son:

Aswe know that book isvital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This reserve The Contest of Meaning: Critical Histories of Photography wasfilled in
relation to science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike now, many waysto get book you wanted.
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