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‘a game-changer, a must-read for scholars, studentsand artistsalike' — Tom
Finkel pearl

At atime when art world critics and curators heavily debate the social, and when
community organizers and civic activists are reconsidering the role of aesthetics
in social reform, this book makes explicit some of the contradictions and
competing stakes of contemporary experimental art-making.

Social Worksis an interdisciplinary approach to the forms, goals and histories of
innovative social practice in both contemporary performance and visua art.
Shannon Jackson uses arange of case studies and contemporary methodologies
to mediate between the fields of visual and performance studies. Theresult isa
brilliant analysis that not only incorporates current political and aesthetic
discourses but also provides a practical understanding of social practice.
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Editorial Review
Review

'Social Workstakes an interdisciplinary look at the forms, goals, and histories of innovative social
practicein contemporary performance and visual art. Shannon Jackson presents a range of case
studies and contempor ary methodologiesto examine thefieldsfor performative and visual art studies.'
—Public Art Review, 2011, Issue 45

‘Shannon Jackson offersvivid close readings of art and performance ... and she consider s social issues
relating to welfare, sanitation, urban planning, and globalisation, and how they coincide with class,
gender, race, and — especially — labour ... Thiswill be a useful, enriching, and stimulating book for
artists, students, and academics across art, performance, and social theory.” — Jen Harvie,
Contemporary Theatre Review

'"Throughout the various studies that comprise Social Works, Jackson demonstrates the critical
mobility across psychoanalysis, feminist, queer, and critical race theory needed to produce
interpretationsthat trouble the very grounds of what constitutes art, life, and the public.' — Jennifer
Cayer, emisférica

'Jackson presentsan informed and critical exploration of the 'social turn' in contemporary art, and
overall, what is offered hereisathorough re-visioning of how the social phenomena of theatre and
performance might be thought about and under stood...Thisbrilliant book asks usto think about art
and performance as forms of human welfar e, performatively creating and sustaining systems of social
support, and working in waysthat secure the maintenance of life." — Jenny Hughes, New Theatre
Quarterly

'Shannon Jackson's superb new book is, in a very challenging way, about vocabulary. Bypassing—even
eschewing-anguage sometime dissed as" jargon," Jackson for cesreadersto think and think again
about basic termssuch as" performance," " social practice," "art,” " politics," and

" public"....... Jackson'sbook isan invitation to consume art promiscuously but to choose words as if
the future of theworld depended upon them." — Dorothy Chansky, TDR: The Drama Review

'Thisisasubtle, nuanced and socially committed book that should be widely read." — Stephen Bottoms,
Theatre Research International

'Amidst the upheaval of the 'social turn', Social Worksisa pivotal landmark. Aswe attempt to
conceive of 'the aesthetic' and 'the social' together in performance and acrossthe arts, Jackson's
articulation of what she callsthe" support" of a performance, that is, the real social, economic, and
even logistical conditionsthat allow it to cometo be, isa great contribution to the debate. In her
distinctive voice, Jackson offer s pertinent and noteworthy examplesto unfold a sophisticated
framework for understanding the political, ethical, and aesthetic implications of the social turn. She
‘explor€]s] the social aspirations of socially engaged proj ects less as the extra-aesthetic milieu that
legitimates or compromisesthe aesthetic act and more asthe unraveling of the frame that would cast
"thesocial” as"extra"' (16). Thisstance subtly rewritesthe grounding of performance studies, and
Jackson'sfar-reaching book isthus a vital reference at this moment of transition." —James Andrew

Wilson, PhD Candidate, University of Warwick



'Jackson's phenomenal book shiftsthe discussion from tasteto ethnography in her critical
examination of theintersection of social art, performance and theater. Not only a must read for those
interested in the intersections of art and social change, but perhaps mor e importantly, for those

sear ching for a calibrated compassin the age of vast interdisciplinary art production.' Nato Thompson,
Chief Curator, Creative Time

'Social Worksisathrilling encounter: a politically important and intellectually innovative book.
Shannon Jackson's exploration of the social work that under pins and enablesthe making of art is
wonderfully judged. She draws out the waysin which art, politics and the public realm are intimately
interwoven. The book isitself a vital and generous piece of social work.' John Clarke, Emeritus
Professor, Faculty of Social Sciences, The Open University

'Social Worksis essential reading for anyone interested in the past, present and future of art at the
inter section of performance and social practice. Shannon Jackson combinesimpeccable resear ch and
rigorous critical thinking with alucid, approachable writing style. | have found thisbook invaluablein
my work asboth a curator and a critic." Andy Horowitz, Founder, Culturebot.org

About the Author

Shannon Jackson is the director of the Arts Research Center at University of Californiaat Berkeley where
sheis also Professor of Rhetoric and of Theater, Dance, and Performance Studies. Her award-winning
previous publications include Professing Performance (2004) and Lines of Activity (2000).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mark Dunn:

This book untitled Social Works: Performing Art, Supporting Publics to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get alot of benefit upon it. You
will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone.
So thereis no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Mary Infante:

Exactly why? Because this Social Works. Performing Art, Supporting Publics is an unordinary book that the
inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret thisinside. Reading
this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of
advantages than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique.
So, still want to delay having that book? If | have been you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.



Erica Futch:

Beside thiskind of Social Works: Performing Art, Supporting Publics in your phone, it may give you away
to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got hereis
fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community.
It is good thing to have Social Works. Performing Art, Supporting Publics because this book offersto your
account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's al about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and
also read it from today!

Margarita Culbertson:

This Social Works: Performing Art, Supporting Publics is completely new way for you who hasintense
curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in
reading this Social Works: Performing Art, Supporting Publics can be the light food for you because the
information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yep | mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication
especially thisone. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't miss that! Just
read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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