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The Renaissance was a diverse phenomenon, marked by innovation and
economic expansion, the rise of powerful rulers, religious reforms, and social
change. Encompassing the entire continent, Renaissance Architecture examines
therich variety of buildings that emerged during these seminal centuries of
European history.

Although marked by the rise of powerful individuals, both patrons and architects,
the Renaissance was equally atime of growing group identities and communities
-- and architecture provided the public face to these new identities. Religious
reforms in northern Europe, spurred on by Martin Luther, rejected traditional
church function and decoration, and proposed new models. Political ambitions
required new buildings to satisfy court rituals. Territory, nature, and art
intersected to shape new landscapes and building types. Classicism cameto be
the international language of an educated architect and an ambitious patron,
drawing on the legacy of ancient Rome. Y et the richness of the medieval
tradition continued to be used throughout Europe, often alongside classical
buildings.

Examining each of these areas by turn, this book offers a broad cultural history of
the period as well as a completely new approach to the history of Renaissance
architecture. The work of well-known architects such as Michelangelo and
Andrea Palladio is examined alongside lesser known though no less innovative
designers such as Juan Guas in Portugal and Benedikt Ried in Prague and Eastern
Europe. Drawing on the latest research, it al'so covers more recent areas of
interest such as the story of women as patrons and the emotional effect of
Renaissance buildings, as well as the impact of architectural publications and
travel on the emerging new architectural culture across Europe. As such, it
provides a compelling introduction to the subject for al those interested in the
history of architecture, society, and culture in the Renaissance, and European
culturein general.
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The Renaissance was a diverse phenomenon, marked by innovation and economic expansion, the rise of
powerful rulers, religious reforms, and social change. Encompassing the entire continent, Renaissance
Architecture examines the rich variety of buildings that emerged during these seminal centuries of European
history.

Although marked by the rise of powerful individuals, both patrons and architects, the Renaissance was
equally atime of growing group identities and communities -- and architecture provided the public face to
these new identities. Religious reforms in northern Europe, spurred on by Martin Luther, rejected traditional
church function and decoration, and proposed new models. Political ambitions required new buildingsto
satisfy court rituals. Territory, nature, and art intersected to shape new landscapes and building types.
Classicism cameto be the international language of an educated architect and an ambitious patron, drawing
on the legacy of ancient Rome. Y et the richness of the medieval tradition continued to be used throughout
Europe, often alongside classical buildings.

Examining each of these areas by turn, this book offers a broad cultural history of the period aswell asa
completely new approach to the history of Renaissance architecture. The work of well-known architects such
as Michelangelo and Andrea Palladio is examined alongside lesser known though no less innovative
designers such as Juan Guas in Portugal and Benedikt Ried in Prague and Eastern Europe. Drawing on the
latest research, it also covers more recent areas of interest such as the story of women as patrons and the
emotional effect of Renaissance buildings, as well as the impact of architectural publications and travel on
the emerging new architectural culture across Europe. As such, it provides a compelling introduction to the
subject for al those interested in the history of architecture, society, and culture in the Renaissance, and
European culture in general.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Presents arefreshingly lively and thoughtful approach to Renaissance architecture. It is stimulating and
original throughout."--Professor Deborah Howard, University of Cambridge

About the Author

Christy Anderson is Associate Professor of Art History at the University of Toronto. Sheis an architectural
historian with a special interest in the buildings of Renaissance and Baroque Europe. As aKress Fellow at
the Courtauld Institute of Art and later as a Research Fellow at Worcester College, Oxford, she studied the
annotations made by the English architect Inigo Jones (1573-1652) in his collection of treatises and humanist
literature. Thiswork on literacy, architectural language, and the construction of the professional architect
appeared in her book Inigo Jones and the Classical Tradition (Cambridge, 2006). Her new work, supported
by afellowship from the John Simon Guggenheim Foundation, explores the meanings of architectural
materials in early modern Europe.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Elmer Pereira:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is agood choice for yourself but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Renaissance
Architecture (Oxford History of Art) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Kenny Hardy:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fed it? Do you need to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test ook for
book, may be the publication untitled Renaissance Architecture (Oxford History of Art) can be excellent
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.



L ola Hernandez:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Renai ssance
Architecture (Oxford History of Art) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world agreat deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person.
So, for al of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Renaissance
Architecture (Oxford History of Art) become your own starter.

Haley Thacker:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Renaissance Architecture (Oxford History of
Art) can giveyou alot of pals because by you taking alook at this one book you have point that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Renaissance Architecture (Oxford History
of Art).
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