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Deep in the woods in an old white cabin, three friends make their pumpkin soup
the same way every day. The Cat dices up the pumpkin, the Squirrel stirsin the
water, and the Duck tipsin just enough salt. But one day the Duck wants to stir
instead, and then there is a horrible squabble, and he leaves the cabin in a huff. It
isn't long before the Cat and the Squirrel start to worry about him and begin a
search for their friend. Rendered in pictures richly evoking autumn, Helen
Cooper's delightful story will resonate for an child who has known the
difficulties that come with friendship. Included at the end is arecipe for delicious
pumpkin soup.
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Deep in the woods in an old white cabin, three friends make their pumpkin soup the same way every day.
The Cat dlices up the pumpkin, the Squirrel stirsin the water, and the Duck tipsin just enough salt. But one
day the Duck wants to stir instead, and then there is a horrible squabble, and he leaves the cabin in a huff. It
isn't long before the Cat and the Squirrel start to worry about him and begin a search for their friend.
Rendered in picturesrichly evoking autumn, Helen Cooper's delightful story will resonate for an child who
has known the difficulties that come with friendship. Included at the end is arecipe for delicious pumpkin
soup.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

This enchanting story explores the ups and downs of close-knit camaraderie. Beginning with a peek through
awindow where Cat, Squirrel and Duck are making music together, Cooper (The Boy Who Wouldn't Go to
Bed) invites youngsters into their cozy pumpkin-shaped home. There's arhythm to their lives: each has his
own instrument to play and his own duties when it comes to cooking their famous pumpkin soup ("'the best
you ever tasted"). But one day, Duck decides to be the stirrer instead of the salt pourer, and an all-out battle
ensues. Here the warm golden glow that has permeated their dwelling turns an angry orange-red with paws,
wings and " @#3!"s flying. After Duck waddles off in a huff, the remaining pair heads out to hunt for himAto
no avail. In acharming time-lapse sequence, vignettes of Cat and Squirrel moping on the steps of their house
form an arc along the side of a spread (" So they waited.../ All that long afternoon..."). Mimicking grade-
schoolers everywhere, Cat and Squirrel next decide to carry on with the cooking, adopting a we'll-show-him
attitude. Of course the soup istoo salty and the repentant pals begin to imagine scary scenarios of where
Duck might be. But Duck does return, to a warm welcomeAuntil he suggests a turn on Cat's bagpipes.
Thanksto Cooper's uncanny ability to capture the dynamics of friendship, children will be able to laugh at
thistrio (and themselves) and recognize that true friendship can weather most any storm. Ages 4-8.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

PreSchool-Grade 2 Cooper serves up awell-rounded tale told with storyteller's cadences. Pudgy housemates
Squirrel, Cat, and Duck team up for activities including quilt making and music concerts, until Duck wants
to be Head Cook and stir the soup. The trio spats and Duck waddles off in a huff. Asthe remaining pair
search pumpkin patch and dark forest for their pal, they rethink their position. Coziness returns when they
find Duck back home and learn to share at least cooking roles. Readers will linger over each page, savoring
the deliciousillustrations. Rich autumn colors and enchanting details on large spreads and spot illustrations
embellish characterizations and setting. Energetic language with fresh images keeps the story bouncing
along. Some may be troubled by the lack of closure on Duck's whereabouts during his absence, but the final
comic page makes for a satisfying ending. The grand finale, of course, is arecipe for pumpkin soup. Gay
Lynn Van Vleck, Henrico County Library, Glen Allen, VA

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Cat, Squirrel, and Duck share both an old white cabin in the woods and clearly defined duties with regard to
making pumpkin soup. Cat slices the pumpkin, Squirrel stirsin the water, and Duck adds just enough salt.
One day Duck decides he wants to stir, creating such household consternation and so many hard feelings that
he finally packs his wheelbarrow and waddles away. Cat and Squirrel try to carry on, but the soup isn't as
good without their friend's touch. Finally Duck returns, and the three experiment with changing roles. The
processis very messy, but all agree that the result tastes as good as ever. Cooper's richly colored illustrations,
rendered in warm, autumnal hues, suggest a sense of security that will assure even the youngest listener that
all will end well. Complete with arecipe for pumpkin soup, this should find aniche in holiday story hours
and with young families looking for seasonal projects. Kay Weisman

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Jeanne Pratt:

Reading a book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a guide will give you alot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various waysto
share the information as well astheir idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Pumpkin Soup: A Picture Book, you could tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Melvin Smith:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need
more time to be study. Pumpkin Soup: A Picture Book can be your answer asit can be read by anyone who
have those short extra time problems.

Joan Green:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likeslooking at, not only science book but novel and Pumpkin Soup: A Picture Book or maybe others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Pumpkin
Soup: A Picture Book to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Brandon Seymour:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Pumpkin Soup: A Picture Book.
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