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A spellbinding tale of survival and self-discovery from award-winning author
Michael Morpurgo, who is poised for breakthrough U.S. success.

When Michael's father loses his job, he buys a boat and convinces Michael and
his mother to sail around the world. It's an ideal trip - even Michael's sheepdog
can come along. It starts out as the perfect family adventure - until Michael is
swept overboard. He's washed up on an island, where he struggles to survive.
Then he discovers that he's not alone. His fellow-castaway, Kensuke, is wary of
him. But when Michael's life is threatened, Kensuke slowly lets the boy into his
world. The two develop a close understanding in this remote place, but the
question of rescue continues to divide them.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 4-8-This poignant adventure story begins in England in 1988 and ends halfway around the globe in a
place that will change the 11-year-old protagonist forever. After losing his job, Michael's father surprises the
family by purchasing a yacht in which they will sail around the world. In the first weeks at sea, Michael, his
parents, and his dog, Stella, zigzag from England to Australia and across the Coral Sea, where Michael's
reverie comes to a frightening end. In the middle of the night, he and Stella are swept overboard in a fierce
storm, and he later awakens on an island beach. The island is a hostile jungle full of howling gibbons,
voracious mosquitoes, and brutal heat, all of which challenge his ability to survive. Yet when he finds fresh
water and food mysteriously laid out for him each morning, he realizes that he is not alone. He soon comes
face-to-face with Kensuke, an old Japanese soldier who cautiously protects Michael in spite of the boy's
dogged determination to build a bonfire that will signal potential rescuers, defying Kensuke's wish that the
outside world never learn of his existence on the island. For nearly a year, the man and boy help each other,
moving from an uneasy d‚tente to a deep friendship. What might have been just a gritty tale of survival
evolves into a gentle parable about trust, compassion, love, and hope. This well-crafted story has all the
thrills and intrigues of Gary Paulsen's Hatchet (Macmillan, 1986) and Theodore Taylor's The Cay (Avon,
1976), and it will resonate with the same audience.
William McLoughlin, Brookside School, Worthington, OH
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 4-7. A young boy is stranded on a small island with a man from a much different background who helps
him survive. Does this sound like Theodore Taylor's The Cay (1969)? You bet, but it's also the plot of this
highly readable British survival novel. When narrator Michael falls overboard, he ends up on a Pacific
island, rescued by Kensuke, an old Japanese man who supplies him with food and water, but from a distance.
Although Kensuke's broken English makes him sound uneducated, he was a doctor before he became
stranded on the island at the end of World War II. He and Michael eventually forge a friendship in which
Kensuke teaches the boy both survival skills and Japanese painting. Morpurgo avoids the stereotypes that
characterize Taylor's novel, focusing, instead, on developing a touching relationship between Kensuke, who
has been without human company for 40 years, and Michael, who learns to love the old man yet still longs
for home. The end is bittersweet but believable, and the epilogue is a sad commentary on the long-lasting
effects of war. Kathleen Odean
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"'A dazzling adventure' (by The Times.)"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Chestnut:

The book Kensuke's Kingdom can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Kensuke's Kingdom? A number of
you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book Kensuke's Kingdom has simple shape however, you know: it
has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Jacob Keys:

This Kensuke's Kingdom usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
main reason of this Kensuke's Kingdom can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Kensuke's Kingdom giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Rene Hudson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more
time to be learn. Kensuke's Kingdom can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have
those short free time problems.

Mattie Priest:

The book untitled Kensuke's Kingdom contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the
new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone,
or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.
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