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Get Your Students Talking About the Bible And God. And themselves, their
beliefs, their questions, their lives. About the things that matter to them. Do it
conveniently and effectively with Junior High-Middle School TalkSheets--
Updated!, part of the best-selling discussion-starting TalkSheets series from
Youth Specialties, now updated for new-millennium students. Here are 50
creative discussions that focus on relevant, real-life topics: Media Influences--
TV, Music, Advertising Substance Abuse & Peer Pressure Parents Self-Image &
Physical Appearance Jesus Friendships Prayer & Worship Trusting God &
Dealing with Doubt . . . and 40 more subjects of perennial interest to teenagers.
TalkSheets are one-page reproducible handouts with provocative questions in a
compelling design that will get churched and unchurched kids alike talking and
thinking about the Bible--and how its principles affect their daily lives. Use
TalkSheets to launch your own lesson--or use them as stand-alone Bible studies.
Each TalkSheet comes with detailed information and suggestions for discussion
leaders: Bible references galore, Internet resources, further group exploration,
and activities to pursue during and after the meeting. Junior High-Middle School
TalkSheets--Updated! is the perfect discussion-starting resource for youth
meetings, small groups and cell groups, Sunday school, and camps and retreats.
More than a quarter million copies sold in this series!
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Get Your Students Talking About the Bible And God. And themselves, their beliefs, their questions, their
lives. About the things that matter to them. Do it conveniently and effectively with Junior High-Middle
School TalkSheets--Updated!, part of the best-selling discussion-starting TalkSheets series from Youth
Specialties, now updated for new-millennium students. Here are 50 creative discussions that focus on
relevant, real-life topics: Media Influences--TV, Music, Advertising Substance Abuse& Peer Pressure
Parents Self-Image& Physical Appearance Jesus Friendships Prayer& Worship Trusting God& Dealing with
Doubt . . . and 40 more subjects of perennial interest to teenagers. TalkSheets are one-page reproducible
handouts with provocative questions in a compelling design that will get churched and unchurched kids alike
talking and thinking about the Bible--and how its principles affect their daily lives. Use TalkSheets to launch
your own lesson--or use them as stand-alone Bible studies. Each TalkSheet comes with detailed information
and suggestions for discussion leaders: Bible references galore, Internet resources, further group exploration,
and activities to pursue during and after the meeting. Junior High-Middle School TalkSheets--Updated! is the
perfect discussion-starting resource for youth meetings, small groups and cell groups, Sunday school, and
camps and retreats. More than a quarter million copies sold in this series!

About the Author
Youth and family ministry worker and counselor David Lynn has worked with young people and their
families for more than three decades. He’s the creator of TalkSheets and author of numerous books, the
creator of Building up Your Ministry, and he conducts several leadership training workshops. He lives with
his family in Tucson, Arizona.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Junior High--Middle School TalkSheets---Updated! 50 creative discussions for junior high youth groups 3. It
was a Friday and Jason got on the bus feeling really good. That night he was going to hang out and sleep
over at his friend Bryan's house. It was going to be a great weekend. But when he got to school, things
changed his good mood. In his first period math class, he found out that he flunked yesterday's quiz. To top it
off, Bryan ignored him and cancelled their plans. Bryan was invited to Dawn's house for a party, and Jason
hadn't been invited. Jason couldn't figure out what was wrong with him. He wondered if God cared---after
all, didn't God want Jason to have fun? Didn't God understand? What advice do you have for Jason? What
would you say to Bryan if you were Jason? Do you think God understands Jason's situation? 4. Do the
statements below describe you? Write Y (yes, that's me) or N (no, that's not me). 5.Wanna know how much
God thinks of you? Check out the following Bible verses and jot down what you think he says. Psalm
139:13-14 Colossians 1:21-23 Matthew 18:12-14 ____ I feel good about who I am. ____ I often daydream I
am someone else. ____ I have trouble making friends. ____ I feel I am just as important as anyone ____ else
at school. ____ I always compare myself to ____ my friends. ____ Most people are smarter than I am. ____ I
sometimes put other people down. ____ I feel left out sometimes. 11 From Junior High-Middle School
TalkSheets---Updated! by David Lynn. Permission to reproduce this page granted only for use in the buyer's
own youth group. www.YouthSpecialties.com FEELING SMALL 1. Do you have a nickname your friends
call you? What is it? How did you get the nickname? How does it make you feel? 2. How would you feel? If
you thought everybody was laughing at you? If you were a failure in front of your friends? If you were
different from everyone else your age? This week Everyone has feelings of inferiority, but during the junior
high and middle school years, these feelings are intensified. These feelings can be painful, especially among
junior high or middle school aged kids, who are so heavily influenced by their peers. This session examines



those feelings of rejection, hurt, and inferiority and gives you the opportunity to talk about these feelings in a
warm, supportive Christian environment. Opener When discussing inferiority, it is very important that the
kids feel secure enough to talk. That means no put-downs! Try the Gratitude Game. Ask a member of the
group to come to the front or sit in a special chair. Then ask the group to brainstorm what things they would
be thankful for, if they were the person selected. This can be very affirming for the group. Try it with several
kids or all of them, if you have time. The discussion, by the numbers 1. The purpose of this item is to get the
kids to think about the nicknames others have given them and how they feel about them. Begin by sharing a
nickname you had as a teen and how you felt about it. Then ask if anyone would be willing to share their
nicknames and their feelings about them. 2.Make sure your kids have an opportunity to share their feelings
without being afraid of being laughed at. You might want to share some of your own junior high and middle
school experiences. Ask the kids to share some positive nicknames and experiences as well---times when
they really felt affirmed, when people applauded them, or when they felt successful, proud, and accepted by
others. 3.This tension-getter allows kids to role-play a counselor and give advice to someone else about
feeling small. Let the kids brainstorm several choices Jason could make. Then illustrate how these ideas
could apply to their own situations. 4.Choose two or three of the less threatening statements and ask for a
show of hands to find out who checked Y (yes, that's me) or N (no, that's not me). Some won't want to share
their answers. There aren't any right or wrong answers here, so try to keep the discussion flexible and focus
on how the kids feel. During the wrap-up, you may want to go back to some of the statements and shed new
light on their feelings. 5.The Bible passages listed give you an opportunity to focus the discussion on God's
unconditional love and acceptance for us. You can guide the discussion toward God's feelings for us. You
may want to focus your attention on Psalm 139:13-14. Then listen carefully to your kids as they share their
paraphrases of the verses. The close Help your kids understand that some feelings aren't either good or bad.
Communicate to your kids that all feelings are natural and healthy---although some people think that certain
feelings are sinful. Teenagers need to understand it's not the feeling itself, but what's done with the feeling
that's sinful. When they feel down, they need to be careful not to do something they'll regret later. Feelings
are temporary, but some consequences of sinful behavior will stick around forever. Let the kids know that
they are each a special, gifted person created in the image of God. It's important to let your youths know that
everyone (including you, their parents, the senior pastor) feel inferior sometimes---it's normal! Even
confident people who seem to have it all together feel insecure at times. Your kids shouldn't forget that God
loves them---he's their biggest fan. If God has a wallet, their picture is in it! In fact, their names are engraved
in the palm of his hand (Isaiah 49:16). Challenge your kids to accept God's love and forgiveness, even when
they don't feel loved or forgiven. God is always there for them, no matter how they feel about themselves.
More ? Ask your kids to think of themselves as the following--- ? Any place in the world. What would they
look like if they were a city, or an island in the middle of the ocean? What kinds of buildings, hills, valleys,
roads (some under construction), or other areas of interest would be there? What would the map look like? ?
Any object in the world. What would they be if they were anything in the world? Why? What do they like or
not like about what they chose? ? A candy bar. What kind of candy bar would they be? Why? ? A celebrity?
What characteristics of the celebrity do they like? Why? ? Any other examples that you'd like to add. ? Or
your kids could bring a CD or video that best expresses how they feel when they feel inferior. Play the music
or video and discuss how it describes their emotion. What does the music say about feeling small? What do
people do when they feel inferior?

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dennis Byrd:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.



Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Junior High and Middle School
TalkSheets--Updated! will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored.
It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book
with you?

Connie Pauls:

Precisely why? Because this Junior High and Middle School TalkSheets--Updated! is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes
the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Jake Harris:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Junior High and Middle School TalkSheets--Updated! your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get prior to. The Junior High and Middle School TalkSheets--Updated! giving you
another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Deborah Rost:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Junior High and
Middle School TalkSheets--Updated! that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Junior High and Middle School
TalkSheets--Updated! become your personal starter.
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