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“Long-awaited, this full-scale revision of Impressionism immediately supersedes
all other studies in the field.  Herbert rejuvenates even the most famous paintings
by seeing them in a dense and flexible context touching on everything from the
hierarchy of theater boxes to the role of beer-hall waitresses.  His mind and eye
are as supple as his lucid prose, and his command of sociological data is
staggering.  In this classic of art history, both art and history are triumphantly
reborn.”—Robert Rosenblum, New York University
This remarkable book will transform the way we look at Impressionist art.  The
culmination of twenty years of research by a preeminent scholar in the field, it
fundamentally revises the conventional view of the Impressionist movement and
shows for the first time how it was fully integrated into the social and cultural life
of the times.
Robert L. Herbert explores the themes of leisure and entertainment that
dominated the great years of Impressionist painting between 1865 and 1885. 
Cafes, opera houses, dance halls, theaters, racetracks, and vacations by the sea
were the central subjects of the majority of these paintings, and Herbert relates
these pursuits to the transformation of Paris under the Second Empire.
Sumptuously illustrated with many of the most beautiful Impressionist images,
both familiar and unfamiliar, this book presents provocative new interpretations
of a wide range of famous masterpieces.  Artists are seen to be active participants
in, as well as objective witnesses to, contemporary life, and there are many
profound insights into the social and cultural upheaval of the times.
“A social history of Impressionist art that is truly about the art, informed by a
penetrating analysis of the ways in which its pictorial structure and qualities
communicate its social content.  Herbert brings that society to life, but above all
he makes some of the most familiar and frequently discussed works in the history
of art come wonderfully and vividly to life again.”—Theodore Reff, Columbia
University
Robert L. Herbert is Robert Lehman Professor of the History of Art at Yale
University. He is the author or editor of numerous books and articles on
nineteenth-century French art.
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“Long-awaited, this full-scale revision of Impressionism immediately supersedes all other studies in the
field.  Herbert rejuvenates even the most famous paintings by seeing them in a dense and flexible context
touching on everything from the hierarchy of theater boxes to the role of beer-hall waitresses.  His mind and
eye are as supple as his lucid prose, and his command of sociological data is staggering.  In this classic of art
history, both art and history are triumphantly reborn.”—Robert Rosenblum, New York University
This remarkable book will transform the way we look at Impressionist art.  The culmination of twenty years
of research by a preeminent scholar in the field, it fundamentally revises the conventional view of the
Impressionist movement and shows for the first time how it was fully integrated into the social and cultural
life of the times.
Robert L. Herbert explores the themes of leisure and entertainment that dominated the great years of
Impressionist painting between 1865 and 1885.  Cafes, opera houses, dance halls, theaters, racetracks, and
vacations by the sea were the central subjects of the majority of these paintings, and Herbert relates these
pursuits to the transformation of Paris under the Second Empire.
Sumptuously illustrated with many of the most beautiful Impressionist images, both familiar and unfamiliar,
this book presents provocative new interpretations of a wide range of famous masterpieces.  Artists are seen
to be active participants in, as well as objective witnesses to, contemporary life, and there are many profound
insights into the social and cultural upheaval of the times.
“A social history of Impressionist art that is truly about the art, informed by a penetrating analysis of the
ways in which its pictorial structure and qualities communicate its social content.  Herbert brings that society
to life, but above all he makes some of the most familiar and frequently discussed works in the history of art
come wonderfully and vividly to life again.”—Theodore Reff, Columbia University
Robert L. Herbert is Robert Lehman Professor of the History of Art at Yale University. He is the author or
editor of numerous books and articles on nineteenth-century French art.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this "provocative study," Herbert explains how Paris's architecture became raw material for the
impressionists and analyzes the social forces that shaped individual painters. According to PW , "Picture
after picture is given a fresh, often unexpected reading, and the more than 300 plates (two-thirds in color) are
deftly interwoven with the sprightly narrative."
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Robert L. Herbert is professor of art at Mount Holyoke College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anna Maday:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for all of us. The book Impressionism: Art, Leisure, and Parisian Society
was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The book Impressionism: Art, Leisure, and Parisian Society is not only
giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Impressionism: Art, Leisure,
and Parisian Society. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Josette Roscoe:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Impressionism: Art, Leisure, and Parisian
Society as the daily resource information.

Philip Kirkpatrick:

This book untitled Impressionism: Art, Leisure, and Parisian Society to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell



phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Chester Brown:

The book untitled Impressionism: Art, Leisure, and Parisian Society contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people,
so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author brings
you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please read
on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.
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