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Es’kia Mphahlele’s seminal memoir of life in apartheid South
Africa—available for the first time in Penguin Classics

Nominated for the Nobel Prize in 1969, Es’kia Mphahlele is considered the Dean
of African Letters and the father of black South African writing. Down Second
Avenue is a landmark book that describes Mphahlele’s experience growing up in
segregated South Africa. Vivid, graceful, and unapologetic, it details a daily life
of severe poverty and brutal police surveillance under the subjugation of an
apartheid regime. Banned in South Africa after its original 1959 publication for
its protest against apartheid, Down Second Avenue is a foundational work of
literature that continues to inspire activists today.

For more than sixty-five years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,500 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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Editorial Review

Review
“If Nelson Mandela is our political star, Mphahlele was his literary equivalent.”
—Barney Mthombothi, in The Star

About the Author
Es’kia Mphahlele (1919–2008) published two autobiographies, Down Second Avenue and Afrika My Music,
and three novels, The Wanderers, Chirundu, and Father Came Home, in addition to short stories and
nonfiction. His short story collection, In Corner B, is available from Penguin Classics.

Ngugi wa Thiong’o’s writings have been translated into more than thirty languages. His novels Petals of
Blood; Weep Not, Child; and A Grain of Wheat are available in Penguin Classics. He lives in Irvine,
California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Thomas:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Down Second Avenue (Penguin
Classics) reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Down Second Avenue
(Penguin Classics) as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book
that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.

Mary Grays:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Down Second Avenue (Penguin
Classics) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Sherry Clark:

This Down Second Avenue (Penguin Classics) is new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Down Second Avenue (Penguin



Classics) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the
e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well
as knowledge.

Marcia Ogburn:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified
as of book Down Second Avenue (Penguin Classics). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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