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Even as the number of students attending college has more than doubled in the
past forty years, it is still the case that nearly half of all college studentsin the
United States will not complete their degree within six years. It is clear that much
remains to be done toward improving student success. For more than twenty
years, Vincent Tinto's pathbreaking book Leaving College has been recognized
as the definitive resource on student retention in higher education. Now, with
Completing College, Tinto offers administrators a coherent framework with
which to develop and implement programs to promote completion.

Deftly distilling an enormous amount of research, Tinto identifies the essential
conditions enabling students to succeed and continue on within institutions.
Especialy during the early years, he shows that students thrive in settings that
pair high expectations for success with structured academic, social, and financial
support, provide frequent feedback and assessments of their performance, and
promote their active involvement with other students and faculty. And while
these conditions may be worked on and met at different institutional levels, Tinto
points to the classroom as the center of student education and life, and therefore
the primary target for institutional action.

Improving retention rates continues to be among the most widely studied fieldsin
higher education, and Completing College carefully synthesizes the latest
research and, most importantly, translates it into practical steps that
administrators can take to enhance student success.
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Even as the number of students attending college has more than doubled in the past forty years, it is till the
case that nearly half of all college studentsin the United States will not complete their degree within six
years. It is clear that much remains to be done toward improving student success. For more than twenty
years, Vincent Tinto's pathbreaking book Leaving College has been recognized as the definitive resource on
student retention in higher education. Now, with Completing College, Tinto offers administrators a coherent
framework with which to develop and implement programs to promote compl etion.

Deftly distilling an enormous amount of research, Tinto identifies the essential conditions enabling students
to succeed and continue on within institutions. Especially during the early years, he shows that students
thrivein settings that pair high expectations for success with structured academic, social, and financial
support, provide frequent feedback and assessments of their performance, and promote their active
involvement with other students and faculty. And while these conditions may be worked on and met at
different institutional levels, Tinto points to the classroom as the center of student education and life, and
therefore the primary target for institutional action.

Improving retention rates continues to be among the most widely studied fields in higher education, and
Completing College carefully synthesizes the latest research and, most importantly, translates it into practical
steps that administrators can take to enhance student success.
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Editorial Review
Review

“The best compendium of information on organizational development related to colleges and universities and
their students around. It is thoughtful, thorough, and focused on alimited number of areas where a huge
number of factors are involved.”

(John Bean, Indiana University)

“A valuable, useful guide for institutional dialogue and planning around student retention. Completing
College will be welcomed by countless retention committees struggling with the magnitude of their charge
and wondering where to start.”

(David Kalsheek, DePaul University)

“In Completing College, Vincent Tinto lays out in clear and compelling terms the actions that colleges and
universities can and must take to ensure that larger numbers of their students succeed. The improvement
agenda must be about fixing institutions, not fixing students; and Tinto describes the conditions
necessary—conditions that institutions can intentionally create. Perhaps most importantly, Tinto notes that
colleges typically have arrayed their retention initiatives around the margins of the institution, thus forfeiting
the enormous potential that liesin the purposeful redesign of students’ classroom experiences. Here, in a
timely and concrete fashion, he offers evidence-based strategies that focus institutional and faculty energy
where it matters most.”

(Kay McClenney, University of Texas at Austin)

"Overal, Tinto accomplishes exactly what he set out to do, moving beyond theory to acall and plan for
effective institutional action. And while there are no hard and fast solutions, ultimately Tinto knows that the
field of higher education needs an action-oriented approach toward improving student retention. Completing
College: Rethinking Institutional Action delivers one that should not be ignored.”

(Sosanya Jones The Review of Higher Education)

"In Completing College, Vincent Tinto offers a framework for organizing institutional policies and practices
that the research on educational attainment and his experience with different types of colleges and
universities suggest can positively influence student persistence and degree attainment. . . . Tightly
constructed and lucidly crafted, the book opens with awell-researched brief on why college matters to both



individuals and the larger society followed by a succinct overview of the four ingtitutional conditions Tinto
asserts lead to completing a program of study. An informative text for higher education and student affairs
graduate programs.”

(Journal of College Sudent Devel opment 2013-06-04)

About the Author

Vincent Tinto is distinguished professor in the School of Education at Syracuse University. He is the author
of Leaving College: Rethinking the Causes and Cures of Student Attrition and coauthor of Where Colleges
Are and Who Attends.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Nathan Ramsey:

The book Completing College: Rethinking Institutional Action can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave avery important thing like a book Completing
College: Rethinking Institutional Action? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But
one aim which book can give many factsfor us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could
share al of these. Book Completing College: Rethinking Institutional Action has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by available and read a
reserve. So it isvery wonderful.

Bertha Underwood:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Completing College: Rethinking Institutional Action your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about
every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe
you never get just before. The Completing College: Rethinking Institutional Action giving you a different
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life with
this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

Larry Swartz:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Completing College: Rethinking
Institutional Action aswell as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic
abook, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those guides are hel ping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Completing College: Rethinking Institutional Action to make your spare



time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Eddie Bussdl:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
abook. Book iswritten or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. Within this
modern eralike now, many waysto get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. Y ou can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Completing College: Rethinking Institutional Action when you needed it?
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