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This book presents a history of Old Cairo based on new archaeological evidence
gathered between 2000 and 2006 during a major project to lower the groundwater
level affecting the churches and monuments of this area of Cairo known by the
Romans as Babylon. Examination of the material and structural remains revealed
a sequence of continuous occupation extending from the sixth century BC to the
present day. These include the massive stone walls of the canal linking the Nile
to the Red Sea, and the harbor constructed by Trajan at its entrance around AD
110.
The Emperor Diocletian built the fortress of Babylon around the harbor and the
canal in AD 300, and much new information has come to light concerning the
construction and internal layout of the fortress, which continues to enclose and
define the enclave of Old Cairo. Important evidence for the early medieval
transformation of the area into the nucleus of the Arab city of al-Fustat and its
later medieval development is also presented.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Every so often a book comes on the market which is extraordinary, not only in production, layout, original
photographs, plans and line drawings, but also in ground-breaking content. Peter Sheehan's Babylon of Egypt
is one such book."--Al-Ahram Weekly

"A landmark study . . . . Highly recommended."--Choice

That Sheehan was obliged to operate on an essentially rescue-archaeology basis makes the long list of
achievements documented in this book all the more remarkable. . . . Any research that broadens our
archaeological purview of Egypt to include the brilliance of Egyptian history in the medieval period is a
welcome corrective to Egyptological obsessions and lingering and still widespread Orientalist tropes that
present Egyptian civilisation as having ended with the death of Cleopatra. In contrast, Sheehan s multi-
periodic treatment of Babylon presents the Egyptian past as an accretion of human action and occupation in
which each layer of human activity is contingent on and shaped by that which went before. John P. Cooper,
International Journal of Nautical Archaeology

About the Author

Peter Sheehan is an archaeologist who has been working on sites and historic buildings throughout the
Middle East since 1989. He has a particular interest in urban formation processes and the development of the
historic landscape and has published extensively on his continuing work in and around the Roman fortress of
Babylon in Old Cairo and at the World Heritage Site of al-'Ain, where he has been Historic Buildings
Manager with the Abu Dhabi Tourism and Culture Authority since 2007.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Coleman Jones:

With other case, little folks like to read book Babylon of Egypt: The Archaeology of Old Cairo and the
Origins of the City (Revised Edition) (American Research Center in Egypt Conservation). You can choose
the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book
Babylon of Egypt: The Archaeology of Old Cairo and the Origins of the City (Revised Edition) (American
Research Center in Egypt Conservation). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by
just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know



that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Rina Reese:

The book Babylon of Egypt: The Archaeology of Old Cairo and the Origins of the City (Revised Edition)
(American Research Center in Egypt Conservation) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Babylon of
Egypt: The Archaeology of Old Cairo and the Origins of the City (Revised Edition) (American Research
Center in Egypt Conservation) to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available
and read a reserve Babylon of Egypt: The Archaeology of Old Cairo and the Origins of the City (Revised
Edition) (American Research Center in Egypt Conservation). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Aaron Tolleson:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Babylon of
Egypt: The Archaeology of Old Cairo and the Origins of the City (Revised Edition) (American Research
Center in Egypt Conservation) book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Clyde Traynor:

This Babylon of Egypt: The Archaeology of Old Cairo and the Origins of the City (Revised Edition)
(American Research Center in Egypt Conservation) is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Babylon of
Egypt: The Archaeology of Old Cairo and the Origins of the City (Revised Edition) (American Research
Center in Egypt Conservation) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy
this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you
are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life and knowledge.
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