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A concise, lively, and readable summary of classical and contemporary film
theory, Aesthetics of Film is the work of experts who are defining the parameters
of film criticism internationally. First published in French (L'Esthetique du film)
in 1983, the book provides an essential introduction to all major areas of film
study, including semiotics, narratology, psychoanalysis as a part of film theory,
and the theory of spectatorship.

Because current film criticism is part of a historical debate about the role of
cinema in society, the authors probe the contributions of significant film theorists
of the past. They consider the earliest writings of Munsterberg, Balazs, and
Eisenstein, move on to Bazin, the Filmologists, and Mitry, and address the
linguistic, semiotic, and psychoanalytic contributions offered by Barthes, Metz,
and many of their contemporaries.

The chapters include "Film as Audiovisual Representation," "Montage," "Cinema
and Narration," "Cinema and Language," and "Film and its Spectator." With
numerous references to specific films and many black-and-white stills, the book
will be useful for both beginning film students and advanced scholars who need a
summary of the major stages in the development of film theory and aesthetics.
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work of experts who are defining the parameters of film criticism internationally. First published in French
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Because current film criticism is part of a historical debate about the role of cinema in society, the authors
probe the contributions of significant film theorists of the past. They consider the earliest writings of
Munsterberg, Balazs, and Eisenstein, move on to Bazin, the Filmologists, and Mitry, and address the
linguistic, semiotic, and psychoanalytic contributions offered by Barthes, Metz, and many of their
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The chapters include "Film as Audiovisual Representation," "Montage," "Cinema and Narration," "Cinema
and Language," and "Film and its Spectator." With numerous references to specific films and many black-
and-white stills, the book will be useful for both beginning film students and advanced scholars who need a
summary of the major stages in the development of film theory and aesthetics.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The single most comprehensive survey of the subject yet written. This masterful book provides a critical
and concise introduction to nearly 100 years of philosophic inquiry into the cinema. . . . Aesthetics of Film is
likely to become an essential text for the classroom and will provid e an excellent backbone to the collegiate
syllabus." (Choice)

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

From the Back Cover
A concise, lively, and readable summary of classical and contemporary film theory, 'Aesthetics of Film' is
the work of experts who are defining the parameters of film criticism internationally. First published in
French in 1983, the book provides an essential introduction to all major areas of film study, including
semiotics, narratology, psychoanalysis as a part of film theory, and the theory of spectatorship.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Smith:

This Aesthetics of Film (Texas Film Studies Series) tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Aesthetics of Film (Texas Film Studies Series) can be
one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food
but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be
handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Aesthetics of Film (Texas Film Studies Series) giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Sharon Wilson:

Why? Because this Aesthetics of Film (Texas Film Studies Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.



Lisa Alaniz:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Aesthetics of Film (Texas Film Studies Series)
guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Aesthetics of Film (Texas Film Studies Series) as
good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't assess
book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Edward Bastian:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is published or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. On this modern era
like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like newspaper,
magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your understanding
by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find the
Aesthetics of Film (Texas Film Studies Series) when you desired it?
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