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"The exploration of the social conditions that facilitate or retard the search for
scientific knowledge has been the major theme of Robert K. Merton's work for
forty years. This collection of papers [is] a fascinating overview of this sustained
inquiry. . . . There are very few other books in sociology . . . with such
meticulous scholarship, or so elegant a style. This collection of papers is, and is
likely to remain for a long time, one of the most important books in
sociology."—Joseph Ben-David, New York Times Book Review

"The novelty of the approach, the erudition and elegance, and the unusual
breadth of vision make this volume one of the most important contributions to
sociology in general and to the sociology of science in particular. . . . Merton's
Sociology of Science is a magisterial summary of the field."—Yehuda Elkana,
American Journal of Sociology

"Merton's work provides a rich feast for any scientist concerned for a genuine
understanding of his own professional self. And Merton's industry, integrity, and
humility are permanent witnesses to that ethos which he has done so much to
define and support."—J. R. Ravetz, American Scientist

"The essays not only exhibit a diverse and penetrating analysis and a deal of
historical and contemporary examples, with concrete numerical data, but also
make genuinely good reading because of the wit, the liveliness and the rich
learning with which Merton writes."—Philip Morrison, Scientific American

"Merton's impact on sociology as a whole has been large, and his impact on the
sociology of science has been so momentous that the title of the book is apt,
because Merton's writings represent modern sociology of science more than any
other single writer."—Richard McClintock, Contemporary Sociology
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"The exploration of the social conditions that facilitate or retard the search for scientific knowledge has been
the major theme of Robert K. Merton's work for forty years. This collection of papers [is] a fascinating
overview of this sustained inquiry. . . . There are very few other books in sociology . . . with such meticulous
scholarship, or so elegant a style. This collection of papers is, and is likely to remain for a long time, one of
the most important books in sociology."—Joseph Ben-David, New York Times Book Review

"The novelty of the approach, the erudition and elegance, and the unusual breadth of vision make this
volume one of the most important contributions to sociology in general and to the sociology of science in
particular. . . . Merton's Sociology of Science is a magisterial summary of the field."—Yehuda Elkana,
American Journal of Sociology

"Merton's work provides a rich feast for any scientist concerned for a genuine understanding of his own
professional self. And Merton's industry, integrity, and humility are permanent witnesses to that ethos which
he has done so much to define and support."—J. R. Ravetz, American Scientist

"The essays not only exhibit a diverse and penetrating analysis and a deal of historical and contemporary
examples, with concrete numerical data, but also make genuinely good reading because of the wit, the
liveliness and the rich learning with which Merton writes."—Philip Morrison, Scientific American

"Merton's impact on sociology as a whole has been large, and his impact on the sociology of science has
been so momentous that the title of the book is apt, because Merton's writings represent modern sociology of
science more than any other single writer."—Richard McClintock, Contemporary Sociology
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Robert K. Merton is University Professor at Columbia University. His books include the classic Social
Theory and Social Structure, On the Shoulders of Giants, and Sociological Ambivalence. He is the coeditor
of Genesis and Development of a Scientific Fact, published by the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jetta Butler:

Typically the book The Sociology of Science: Theoretical and Empirical Investigations will bring one to the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book The Sociology of Science: Theoretical and Empirical
Investigations is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so
you can quicker to read the book.

Randall Hernandez:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a book. The book The Sociology of Science: Theoretical and Empirical Investigations it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Veronica Shriner:

Beside this specific The Sociology of Science: Theoretical and Empirical Investigations in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Sociology of Science: Theoretical and Empirical
Investigations because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but
you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from right now!



Regina Wingler:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Sociology of Science: Theoretical
and Empirical Investigations to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a
book and examine it. Beside that the guide The Sociology of Science: Theoretical and Empirical
Investigations can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of that time.
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