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What gives statistics its unity as a science? Stephen Stigler sets forth the seven
foundational ideas of statistics?a scientific discipline related to but distinct from
mathematics and computer science.

Even the most basic idea?aggregation, exemplified by averaging?s
counterintuitive. It allows one to gain information by discarding information,
namely, the individuality of the observations. Stigler’s second pillar, information
measurement, challenges the importance of “big data” by noting that
observations are not al equally important: the amount of information in a data set
is often proportional to only the square root of the number of observations, not
the absolute number. The third ideais likelihood, the calibration of inferences
with the use of probability. Intercomparison isthe principle that statistical
comparisons do not need to be made with respect to an external standard. The
fifth pillar isregression, both a paradox (tall parents on average produce shorter
children; tall children on average have shorter parents) and the basis of inference,
including Bayesian inference and causal reasoning. The sixth concept captures
the importance of experimental design?for example, by recognizing the gainsto
be had from a combinatorial approach with rigorous randomization. The seventh
ideaisthe residual: the notion that a complicated phenomenon can be simplified
by subtracting the effect of known causes, leaving aresidual phenomenon that
can be explained more easily.

The Seven Pillars of Satistical Wisdom presents an original, unified account of
statistical science that will fascinate the interested layperson and engage the
professional statistician.
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experimental design?for example, by recognizing the gains to be had from a combinatorial approach with
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fascinate the interested layperson and engage the professional statistician.
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Editorial Review

Review

The hardest kind of scientific thinking concernswhat’sin afield’ s basement?and Stigler has brought a bright
flashlight to his subterranean investigations of the ever-more-influential field of statistics. (Bradley Efron,
Stanford University)

Digtilled from centuries of statistical research and garnished with wit, this masterfully prepared seven-course
food for thought isareal treat for anyone who wants to reason with data, big or small. (Xiao-Li Meng,
Harvard University)

Statistics has a core set of ideas that touch every aspect of our lives. Stigler has tapped into these and brought
them to life. (Persi Diaconis, Stanford University)

Thislively account of aradically counter-intuitive past at |east encourages us to question big data's
reputation. Never entrust measurement to a monarch?or judgment to a computer. (Jonathon Keats New
Scientist 2016-05-21)

Wonderful...Each of the seven pillars that Stigler, in his wisdom, has hewn from the past two centuries of
statistical thought provides surprising insights. (Howard Wainer Science 2016-05-13)

About the Author
Stephen M. Stigler is Ernest DeWitt Burton Distinguished Service Professor in the Department of Statistics
at the University of Chicago.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Noah Giles:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y eah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled The
Seven Pillars of Statistical Wisdom? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. Y ou realize beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion
or you have some other opinion?

William Burns;

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for al of us. The book The Seven Pillars of Statistical Wisdom seemed to
be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The book The Seven Fillars of Statistical Wisdom is not only giving you far
more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your personal
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book The Seven Pillars of



Statistical Wisdom. Y ou never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Glenda Rogers:

Often the book The Seven Pillars of Statistical Wisdom has alot of information on it. So when you read this
book you can get alot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this article book.

L owell Decoteau:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou have to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your persona teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update in relation to something
by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of themis actually
The Seven Pillars of Statistical Wisdom.
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