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The Satan of Paradise Lost has fascinated generations of readers. This book
attempts to explain how and why Milton's Satan is so seductive. It reasserts the
importance of Satan against those who would minimize the poem's sympathy for
the devil and thereby make Milton orthodox.

Neil Forsyth argues that William Blake got it right when he called Milton a true
poet because he was "of the Devils party" even though he set out "to justify the
ways of God to men." In seeking to learn why Satan is so alluring, Forsyth ranges
over diverse topics--from the origins of evil and the relevance of witchcraft to the
status of the poetic narrator, the epic tradition, the nature of love between the
sexes, and seventeenth-century astronomy. He considers each of these as Milton
introduces them: as Satanic subjects.

Satan emerges as the main challenge to Christian belief. It is Satan who questions
and wonders and denounces. He is the great doubter who gives voice to many of
the arguments that Christianity has provoked from within and without. And by
rooting his Satanic reading of Paradise Lost in Biblical and other sources,
Forsyth retrieves not only an attractive and heroic Satan but a Milton whose
heretical energies are embodied in a Satanic character with a life of his own.
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The Satan of Paradise Lost has fascinated generations of readers. This book attempts to explain how and
why Milton's Satan is so seductive. It reasserts the importance of Satan against those who would minimize
the poem's sympathy for the devil and thereby make Milton orthodox.

Neil Forsyth argues that William Blake got it right when he called Milton a true poet because he was "of the
Devils party" even though he set out "to justify the ways of God to men." In seeking to learn why Satan is so
alluring, Forsyth ranges over diverse topics--from the origins of evil and the relevance of witchcraft to the
status of the poetic narrator, the epic tradition, the nature of love between the sexes, and seventeenth-century
astronomy. He considers each of these as Milton introduces them: as Satanic subjects.

Satan emerges as the main challenge to Christian belief. It is Satan who questions and wonders and
denounces. He is the great doubter who gives voice to many of the arguments that Christianity has provoked
from within and without. And by rooting his Satanic reading of Paradise Lost in Biblical and other sources,
Forsyth retrieves not only an attractive and heroic Satan but a Milton whose heretical energies are embodied
in a Satanic character with a life of his own.
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Editorial Review

Review
Winner of the 2004 Holly Hanford Award, The Milton Society of America

"The Satanic Epic establishes Forsyth as our foremost scholar of Satan as a literary and cultural
phenomenon. . . . The Satanic Epic is useful not only as a deft and fascinating reading of the most 'imposing'
character in Paradise Lost but as a history of Satanic interpretation from the ancient world onward to
Milton's own time. . . . Forsyth's scholarship re-creates and redefines the milieu out of which Milton's works
emerged. In the process, it tells a fascinating story. As a result of his work, we are in Forsyth's debt."--
Michael Lieb, Milton Quarterly

From the Inside Flap
"The Satanic Epic is a splendid book that seeks to recover what Forsyth calls 'the subversive Satan.' This
instantly sets him in opposition to mainstream Milton criticism. By rooting the Satanic reading of Milton
more firmly in Biblical and other sources, he poses a challenge to those who evoke scholarship in defence of
Milton's orthodoxy."--John Leonard, author of Naming in Paradise

"Forsyth's treatment of Paradise Lost is probing and illuminating. It is a true scholar's feast, a most
impressive and compelling work. It is particularly engaging because of its willingness to give the devil his
due and to argue for Satan's importance not only in Milton's epic but in the culture that Milton inherited."--
Michael Lieb, author of Milton and the Culture of Violence

From the Back Cover

"The Satanic Epic is a splendid book that seeks to recover what Forsyth calls 'the subversive Satan.' This
instantly sets him in opposition to mainstream Milton criticism. By rooting the Satanic reading of Milton
more firmly in Biblical and other sources, he poses a challenge to those who evoke scholarship in defence of
Milton's orthodoxy."--John Leonard, author of Naming in Paradise

"Forsyth's treatment of Paradise Lost is probing and illuminating. It is a true scholar's feast, a most
impressive and compelling work. It is particularly engaging because of its willingness to give the devil his
due and to argue for Satan's importance not only in Milton's epic but in the culture that Milton inherited."--
Michael Lieb, author of Milton and the Culture of Violence

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Greenblatt:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Satanic Epic. Try to make book The Satanic Epic as your
pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you



can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this
book.

Anne Bonk:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The Satanic Epic book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style.
You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding The Satanic Epic content conveys
the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Satanic Epic is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Brooke Gafford:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Satanic Epic the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a
reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to.
The The Satanic Epic giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

James Ritchey:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you study
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The The
Satanic Epic will give you a new experience in reading a book.
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