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The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism is Max Weber’s most
important work and, since its publication in 1904, has been widely
considered the most important sociological study of the twentieth century.

This landmark work sets out the relationship between Western religious ethos
and the emergence and growth of capitalism; its thesis being that the values of
hard work and industry at the core of ascetic Protestantism made it possible for
modern rational capitalism to flourish. This Norton Critical Edition is based on
the Talcott Parsons translation (1930). It is accompanied by the Translator’s Note
and explanatory annotations.

“Interpretations” includes five major scholarly essays on Weber and The
Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism by Ola Agevall, Richard F.
Hamilton, Gudmund Hernes, Peter Breiner, and Richard Swedberg.

A Chronology of Weber’s life and work, a Selected Bibliography, and an Index
are also included.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Max Weber was born in Erfurt, Germany in 1864 and died in Munich in 1920. His works are legion, but
amongst the better known which translated into English, are Economy and Society, The Protestant Ethic and
the Spirit of Capitalism, The City, and The Sociology of Religion.

Richard Swedberg is Professor of Sociology at Cornell University. He is the author of Max Weber and the
Idea of Economic Sociology and A Max Weber Dictionary. He is coeditor (with Neil Smelser) of The
Handbook of Economic Sociology and (with Mark Granovetter) of The Sociology of Economic Life.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Samuel Travis:

The knowledge that you get from The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism (Norton Critical Editions)
could be the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of
Capitalism (Norton Critical Editions) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this specific The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism (Norton Critical Editions) instantly.

Willard Sarvis:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism (Norton Critical Editions) your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get before. The The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism (Norton Critical
Editions) giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
details for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Anna Humphrey:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this book. This The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of
Capitalism (Norton Critical Editions) is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy



often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Charles Hopper:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of
Capitalism (Norton Critical Editions) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like
to available a book and study it. Beside that the e-book The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism
(Norton Critical Editions) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse with
the information must you're doing of their time.
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