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The first major twenty-first century history of four hundred years of black
writing, The Cambridge History of African American Literature presents a
comprehensive overview of the literary traditions, oral and print, of African-
descended peoples in the United States. Expert contributors, drawn from the
United States and beyond, emphasize the dual nature of each text discussed as a
work of art created by an individual and as a response to unfolding events in
American cultural, political, and social history. Unprecedented in scope,
sophistication and accessibility, the volume draws together current scholarship in
the field. It also looks ahead to suggest new approaches, new areas of study, and
as yet undervalued writers and works. The Cambridge History of African
American Literature is a major achievement both as a work of reference and as a
compelling narrative and will remain essential reading for scholars and students
in years to come.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Covering 400 years of writing, this balanced reference is a comprehensive overview of the literary
traditions, oral and print, of African-descended peoples in the United States, with expert contributors from
this country and beyond. It does an excellent job of collecting current scholarship while suggesting new
approaches to that effort. The work provides a reasonably complete chronological accounting from early oral
traditions of the 17th century to classic works from late 19th-century writers such as poet Paul Laurence
Dunbar, through Langston Hughes in the Harlem Renaissance, to the most recent decades where August
Wilson became the most produced playwright in the 1990s."
-Library Journal, Best Reference 2011: Language & Linguistics

"Comprised of newly published essays by leading and emerging scholars in African American literature,
CHAAL chronicles four hundred years of black writing and cultural production across multiple genres of
writing (e.g., fiction, drama, and poetry) as well as across multiple physical, social, and ideological terrains.
Since constructing a literary his- tory is at the center of this project, editors Maryemma Graham and Jerry
Ward, Jr. carefully articulate the basis upon which this text articulates such a history."
-American Studies

About the Author
Maryemma Graham is a Professor of English at the University of Kansas, Lawrence.

Jerry W. Ward, Jr is a Professor of English at Dillard University, New Orleans.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Berneice Ritzman:

The book The Cambridge History of African American Literature can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Cambridge History
of African American Literature? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book
can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Cambridge
History of African American Literature has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function
for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Alan Williams:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to



definitely imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge
to other individuals. When you read this The Cambridge History of African American Literature, you are
able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a reserve.

Debra Jones:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Cambridge History of African
American Literature book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question The
Cambridge History of African American Literature as good book not only by the cover but also by content.
This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.

Kelley Hardy:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Cambridge History of African
American Literature can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books
have than the others?
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