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One of Germany’s leading historians presents an ambitious and masterful
account of the years encompassing the two world wars

Characterized by global war, political revolution and national crises, the period
between 1914 and 1945 was one of the most horrifying eras in the history of the
West. A noted scholar of modern German history, Heinrich August Winkler
examines how and why Germany so radically broke with the normative project of
the West and unleashed devastation across the world.
 
In this total history of the thirty years between the start of World War One and
the dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Winkler blends
historical narrative with political analysis and encompasses military strategy,
national identity, class conflict, economic development and cultural change. The
book includes astutely observed chapters on the United States, Japan, Russia,
Britain, and the other European powers, and Winkler’s distinctly European
perspective offers insights beyond the accounts written by his British and
American counterparts. As Germany takes its place at the helm of a unified
Europe, Winkler’s fascinating account will be widely read and debated for years
to come.
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Characterized by global war, political revolution and national crises, the period between 1914 and 1945 was
one of the most horrifying eras in the history of the West. A noted scholar of modern German history,
Heinrich August Winkler examines how and why Germany so radically broke with the normative project of
the West and unleashed devastation across the world.
 
In this total history of the thirty years between the start of World War One and the dropping of atomic bombs
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Winkler blends historical narrative with political analysis and encompasses
military strategy, national identity, class conflict, economic development and cultural change. The book
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Editorial Review

Review

“Few authors have ever been as ambitious in attempting to chronicle the three crucial decades that spanned
the World Wars . . . [The Age of Catastrophe] rises to the challenge. . . . it seamlessly weaves through the
political and economic upheavals happening in the various nations of the Western world.”—Carlo Valle,
Military Review
(Carlo Valle Military Review)

About the Author

Heinrich August Winkler is one of Germany's leading historians and emeritus professor of history at
Humboldt University in Berlin. Stewart Spencer is an acclaimed translator whose work includes
biographies of Gustav Mahler, Richard Wagner, Cosima Wagner and W.A. Mozart, all published by Yale
University Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Canfield:

The e-book with title The Age of Catastrophe: A History of the West 1914–1945 has a lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new information
the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u
to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Emma O\'Neill:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be The Age of Catastrophe: A History of the West 1914–1945 why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Lawrence Gibbs:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit
or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but



nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Age of Catastrophe: A History of the West 1914–1945 can make you
feel more interested to read.

Virginia Gauvin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something
by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually The Age
of Catastrophe: A History of the West 1914–1945.
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