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"We fail to mandate economic sanity," writes Garrett Hardin, "because our brains
are addled by...compassion." With such startling assertions, Hardin has cut a
swathe through the field of ecology for decades, winning a reputation as a
fearless and original thinker. A prominent biologist, ecological philosopher, and
keen student of human population control, Hardin now offers the finest
summation of his work to date, with an eloquent argument for accepting the
limits of the earth's resources--and the hard choices we must make to live within
them.
In Living Within Limits, Hardin focuses on the neglected problem of
overpopulation, making a forceful case for dramatically changing the way we
live in and manage our world. Our world itself, he writes, is in the dilemma of
the lifeboat: it can only hold a certain number of people before it sinks--not
everyone can be saved. The old idea of progress and limitless growth misses the
point that the earth (and each part of it) has a limited carrying capacity;
sentimentality should not cloud our ability to take necessary steps to limit
population. But Hardin refutes the notion that goodwill and voluntary restraints
will be enough. Instead, nations where population is growing must suffer the
consequences alone. Too often, he writes, we operate on the faulty principle of
shared costs matched with private profits. In Hardin's famous essay, "The
Tragedy of the Commons," he showed how a village common pasture suffers
from overgrazing because each villager puts as many cattle on it as possible--
since the costs of grazing are shared by everyone, but the profits go to the
individual. The metaphor applies to global ecology, he argues, making a
powerful case for closed borders and an end to immigration from poor nations to
rich ones. "The production of human beings is the result of very localized human
actions; corrective action must be local....Globalizing the 'population problem'
would only ensure that it would never be solved." Hardin does not shrink from
the startling implications of his argument, as he criticizes the shipment of food to
overpopulated regions and asserts that coercion in population control is
inevitable. But he also proposes a free flow of information across boundaries, to
allow each state to help itself.
"The time-honored practice of pollute and move on is no longer acceptable,"
Hardin tells us. We now fill the globe, and we have no where else to go. In this
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powerful book, one of our leading ecological philosophers points out the hard
choices we must make--and the solutions we have been afraid to consider.
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"We fail to mandate economic sanity," writes Garrett Hardin, "because our brains are addled
by...compassion." With such startling assertions, Hardin has cut a swathe through the field of ecology for
decades, winning a reputation as a fearless and original thinker. A prominent biologist, ecological
philosopher, and keen student of human population control, Hardin now offers the finest summation of his
work to date, with an eloquent argument for accepting the limits of the earth's resources--and the hard
choices we must make to live within them.
In Living Within Limits, Hardin focuses on the neglected problem of overpopulation, making a forceful case
for dramatically changing the way we live in and manage our world. Our world itself, he writes, is in the
dilemma of the lifeboat: it can only hold a certain number of people before it sinks--not everyone can be
saved. The old idea of progress and limitless growth misses the point that the earth (and each part of it) has a
limited carrying capacity; sentimentality should not cloud our ability to take necessary steps to limit
population. But Hardin refutes the notion that goodwill and voluntary restraints will be enough. Instead,
nations where population is growing must suffer the consequences alone. Too often, he writes, we operate on
the faulty principle of shared costs matched with private profits. In Hardin's famous essay, "The Tragedy of
the Commons," he showed how a village common pasture suffers from overgrazing because each villager
puts as many cattle on it as possible--since the costs of grazing are shared by everyone, but the profits go to
the individual. The metaphor applies to global ecology, he argues, making a powerful case for closed borders
and an end to immigration from poor nations to rich ones. "The production of human beings is the result of
very localized human actions; corrective action must be local....Globalizing the 'population problem' would
only ensure that it would never be solved." Hardin does not shrink from the startling implications of his
argument, as he criticizes the shipment of food to overpopulated regions and asserts that coercion in
population control is inevitable. But he also proposes a free flow of information across boundaries, to allow
each state to help itself.
"The time-honored practice of pollute and move on is no longer acceptable," Hardin tells us. We now fill the
globe, and we have no where else to go. In this powerful book, one of our leading ecological philosophers
points out the hard choices we must make--and the solutions we have been afraid to consider.
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Editorial Review

Review

"We have but one world; we should be careful with it. Anyone who agrees will love this book, whose every
page is almost too full of important facts and wise arguments....Hardin has given us the altruistic 'warning
call' of the prophet with a dangerous message--dangerous to give and dangerous to ignore. Somewhere he
should get a genetic reward."--EES Newsletter

"A wide-rainging and eclectic presentation....It is also an excelletn resource for those teaching high school
and college students about human-ecosystem interactions. In truth, this is a helpful guide for all of us as we
recognize the problem of overpopulation and start learning to live within the earth's limits. With Hardin's
help, perhaps we can begin to envision a sustainable future for a stable population."--Electronic Green
Journal

"Living Within Limits is a sophisticated attack on immigration that spans philosophical and sociological
arguments."--he Public Eye

"Garrett Hardin is...a fearless and original thinker. Living Within Limits is very welcome. Hardin is tireless in
his crusade to make us face up to ecological realities, especially our seeming inability to confront the most
serious long-term problem, overpopulation."--New Scientist

"This is an outstanding volume on population issues - the most important issues facing humanity today."--
Payson Sheets, University of Colorado

From the Back Cover
In Living Within Limits, Hardin focuses on the neglected problem of overpopulation, making a forceful case
for dramatically changing the way we live in and manage our world.

About the Author

Garrett Hardin is Professor Emeritus of Human Ecology at the University of California, Santa Barbara. He
is the author of a number of books about ecology, biology, and ethics, including Promethean Ethics, The
Limits of Altruism, Stalking the Wild Taboo, and Population, Evolution, and Birth Control.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lourdes Williams:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Living within Limits: Ecology, Economics, and Population
Taboos. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a new book Living within Limits: Ecology, Economics, and Population Taboos. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
study.

Myrtle Hamer:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Living within
Limits: Ecology, Economics, and Population Taboos suitable to you? The book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The book untitled Living within Limits: Ecology, Economics, and Population Taboosis the
main of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women
in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Clarence Kissel:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication Living within Limits: Ecology, Economics, and Population
Taboos was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.

Debra Unger:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Living within Limits: Ecology, Economics, and
Population Taboos was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Living within
Limits: Ecology, Economics, and Population Taboos has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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