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This Newbery Honor-winning, hilarious Floridian adventure involves new
kids, bullies, alligators, eco-warriors, pancakes, pint-sized owls, and more. A
New York Times bestseller!

Everybody loves Mother Paula’s pancakes. Everybody, that is, except the colony
of cute but endangered owls that live on the building site of the new restaurant.
Can the awkward new kid and his feral friend prank the pancake people out of
town? Or is the owls’ fate cemented in pancake batter?

“A wonderful tour de-force.” —The Boston Globe
 
“A rollicking, righteous story.” —The Miami Herald
 
“Yes, it is a hoot.”—The Washington Post

From the Hardcover edition.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Roy Eberhardt is the new kid--again. This time around it's Trace Middle School in humid Coconut Grove,
Florida. But it's still the same old routine: table by himself at lunch, no real friends, and thick-headed bullies
like Dana Matherson pushing him around. But if it wasn't for Dana Matherson mashing his face against the
school bus window that one day, he might never have seen the tow-headed running boy. And if he had never
seen the running boy, he might never have met tall, tough, bully-beating Beatrice. And if he had never met
Beatrice, he might never have discovered the burrowing owls living in the lot on the corner of East Oriole
Avenue. And if he had never discovered the owls, he probably would have missed out on the adventure of a
lifetime. Apparently, bullies do serve a greater purpose in the scope of the universe. Because if it wasn't for
Dana Matherson...

In his first novel for a younger audience, Carl Hiaasen (Basket Case, etc.) plunges readers right into the
middle of an ecological mystery, made up of endangered miniature owls, the Mother Paula's All-American
Pancake House scheduled to be built over their burrows, and the owls' unlikely allies--three middle school
kids determined to beat the screwed-up adult system. Hiaasen's tongue is firmly in cheek as he successfully
cuts his slapstick sense of humor down to kid-size. Sure to be a hoot, er, hit with middle school mystery fans.
(Ages 10 to 15) --Jennifer Hubert

From Publishers Weekly
With a Florida setting and proenvironment, antidevelopment message, Hiaasen (Sick Puppy) returns to
familiar turf for his first novel for young readers. Characteristically quirky characters and comic twists will
surely gain the author new fans, though their attention may wander during his narrative's intermittently
protracted focus on several adults, among them a policeman and the manager of a construction site for a new
franchise of a pancake restaurant chain. Both men are on a quest to discover who is sabotaging the site at
night, including such pranks as uprooting survey stakes, spray-painting the police cruiser's windows while
the officer sleeps within and filling the portable potties with alligators. The story's most intriguing character
is the boy behind the mischief, a runaway on a mission to protect the miniature owls that live in burrows
underneath the site. Roy, who has recently moved to Florida from Montana, befriends the homeless boy
(nicknamed Mullet Fingers) and takes up his cause, as does the runaway's stepsister. Though readers will
have few doubts about the success of the kids' campaign, several suspenseful scenes build to the denouement
involving the sitcom-like unraveling of a muckity-muck at the pancake house. These, along with dollops of
humor, help make the novel quite a hoot indeed. Ages 10-up.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 6-9-This is novelist Carl Hiassen's first book for young readers (Knopf, 2002). Set in Florida, an
intriguing barefoot runner reminiscent in his innocence of Maniac Magee leads middle school student Roy
Eberhardt on an eco-adventure that includes snakes, fish, alligators, a student protest movement, and
encounters with big business and law enforcement-all in defense of a nesting site for burrowing owls. This
barefoot runner remains fairly enigmatic throughout the story, never truly becoming part of the ordinary
world of home, school, and community that newcomer Roy finds so limited after having experienced the
majestic Montana mountains. But Roy grows to appreciate Florida by experiencing it through contact with
this elusive friend whom he helps to accomplish the seemingly impossible. An interesting cast of adult and
student characters is brought to life by actor Chad Lowe who uses his voice deftly to express each in clearly
discernible ways. His reading is especially well-paced to assist in following and understanding the changes



of setting and characters as the plot moves along in two different sequences for quite some time. It's an
appealing story focusing on ecological values, giving it nice classroom potential for science tie-ins. It would
also make a great book for family listening because of its timely story line, interesting animal details, lots of
local color, and effective message.
Jane P. Fenn, Corning-Painted Post West High School, NY
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Parker:

Here thing why this Hoot are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good
however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Hoot giving
you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that
similar with Hoot. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of Hoot in e-book can be your alternate.

Joyce Murphy:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Hoot book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style.
You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with Hoot content conveys objective easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
such as it. So , do you still thinking Hoot is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Glenn Pryor:

This Hoot is new way for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
little digest in reading this Hoot can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this
book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by
anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for
your better life in addition to knowledge.

Kim Nielsen:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news.



Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the Hoot when you desired it?
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