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Why does Procter & Gamble repeatedly call on enthusiastic amateurs to solve
scientific and technical challenges? How can companies as diverse as

i Stockphoto and Threadless employ just a handful of people, yet generate
millions of dollarsin revenue every year?

"Crowdsourcing" is how the power of the many can be leveraged to accomplish
feats that were once the responsibility of a specialized few. Jeff Howe reveals
that the crowd is more than wise-it’ s talented, creative, and stunningly
productive. It’s also a perfect meritocracy, where age, gender, race, education,
and job history no longer matter; the quality of the work isall that counts. If you
can perform the service, design the product, or solve the problem, you' ve got the
job.

But crowdsourcing has also triggered a dramatic shift in the way work is
organized, talent is employed, research is conducted, and products are made and
marketed. As the crowd comes to supplant traditional forms of labor, pain and
disruption are inevitable, and Howe delves into both the positive and negative
consequences of this intriguing phenomenon. Through extensive reporting from
the front lines of this workplace revolution, he employs a brilliant array of stories
to look at the economic, cultural, business, and political implications of
crowdsourcing.
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"Crowdsourcing" is how the power of the many can be leveraged to accomplish feats that were once the
responsibility of a specialized few. Jeff Howe reveals that the crowd is more than wise-it’ s talented, creative,
and stunningly productive. It's also a perfect meritocracy, where age, gender, race, education, and job history
no longer matter; the quality of the work isall that counts. If you can perform the service, design the product,
or solve the problem, you’ ve got the job.

But crowdsourcing has also triggered a dramatic shift in the way work is organized, talent is employed,
research is conducted, and products are made and marketed. As the crowd comes to supplant traditional
forms of labor, pain and disruption are inevitable, and Howe delves into both the positive and negative
conseguences of thisintriguing phenomenon. Through extensive reporting from the front lines of this
workplace revolution, he employs a brilliant array of storiesto look at the economic, cultural, business, and
political implications of crowdsourcing.
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Editorial Review

Review
"An informed and enthusiastic guide to the new collaborative creativity."
—Times (London)

"A welcome and well-written corporate playbook for confusing times."
—Business\Week

"An engaging mix of business, sociology, organizational theory, and technology writing and fits the mold of
Malcolm Gladwell’s perennia bestseller, The Tipping Point."
—Newsweek

“While small groups have often been the foundation of great performance—think SWAT teams and Skunk
Works—Jeff Howe has made the compelling case for the power of far larger communities of interest. He
shows in Crowdsourcing—with rich illustrations from Google and InnoCentive to Threadless and
Wikipedia—that the right community with the right incentives can often invent, write, and run research and
business initiatives more effectively and less expensively than traditional enterprise.”

—Michael Useem, professor of management and director of the Leadership Center at the Wharton School,
University of Pennsylvania, and author of The Go Point: When It's Time to Decide and The Leadership
Moment

“Beyond the wisdom of crowdsis the work of crowds, a powerful and transformative source of creativity
and an economic engine that defies traditional rules. Jeff Howe' s guide to crowdsourcing—to use his perfect
coinage—isinsightful, fun, and indispensable to those who want to understand, or participatein, this
amazing phenomenon.”

—Steven Levy, author of Hackers and The Perfect Thing

“Jeff Howe has captured a complex and vital change in the business landscape: in the next few years, your
customers could become your collaborators, or your competitors. His ability to weave story and strategy
together makes Crowdsourcing a readable and indispensabl e guide to this new world.”

—Clay Shirky, author of Here Comes Everybody

From the Hardcover edition.

About the Author

JEFF HOWE is a contributing editor at Wired magazine, where he covers the entertainment industry among
other subjects. Before coming to Wired he was a senior editor at Inside.com and awriter at the Village Voice.
In hisfifteen years as ajournalist, he has traveled around the world working on stories ranging from the
impending water crisisin Central Asiato the implications of gene patenting. He has also written for U.S.
News & World Report, Time magazine, the Washington Post, Mother Jones, and numerous other
publications. He lives in Brooklyn with his wife and children.

From the Hardcover edition.



From AudioFile

The challenge with an audiobook based on a newly coined word is that after about five hours the reader gets
the point--and there's still another five hours to go. In this case, WIRED reporter Jeff Howe has coined the
term "crowdsourcing”--when a company takes atask previously done by employees and outsourcesit in the
form of an open call to alarge, undefined group of people. (Think Wikipedia and iStockphoto.) Explaining
the concept works fine in print as the reader can skip about, and it works even better in Howe's
crowdsourcing blog, but it doesn't seem to gel in audio. Considering that Howe speaks publicly--frequently
and quite convincingly--on the subject, the audiobook might have been better served by his narration rather
than Kirby Heyborne's meticulous and careful delivery. R.W.S. © AudioFile 2009, Portland, Maine

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lily Winstead:

With other case, little people like to read book Crowdsourcing: Why the Power of the Crowd Is Driving the
Future of Business. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how
isimportant a book Crowdsourcing: Why the Power of the Crowd Is Driving the Future of Business. Y ou
can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let'slearn.

Charlotte Womble:

This Crowdsourcing: Why the Power of the Crowd Is Driving the Future of Business usually are reliable for
you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Crowdsourcing: Why the
Power of the Crowd Is Driving the Future of Business can be on the list of great books you must have will be
giving you more than just ssimple looking at food but feed an individual with information that might be will
shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Crowdsourcing: Why the Power of the
Crowd Is Driving the Future of Business forcing you to have an enormous of experience for examplerich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So, let's
have it appreciate reading.

Lula Day:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Crowdsourcing: Why the Power of the Crowd Is Driving the Future of Business, you can tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
e-book.


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027671

Thomas Paine:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Crowdsourcing: Why the Power of the Crowd Is
Driving the Future of Business was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that
book Crowdsourcing: Why the Power of the Crowd Is Driving the Future of Business has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
think that you are the character on there. So, not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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