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Nearly a quarter-century after her death, Agatha Christie remains the most
popular mystery writer of all time. Now, in a celebrated publishing event, fans
and newcomers alike are treated to another Christie novel. Created in 1930 as a
stage play and faithfully adapted by Charles Osborne, Black Coffee brings back
beloved detective Hercule Poirot to exercise his "little grey cells" one more
deliciously deductive time...

An urgent call from physicist Sir Claud Amory sends famed detective Hercule
Poirot rushing from London to a sprawling country estate. Sir Claud fears a
member of his own household wants to steal a secret formula destined for the
Ministry of Defense. But Poirot arrives too late. The formula is missing. Worse,
Sir Claud has been poisoned by his after-dinner coffee. Poirot soon identifies a
potent brew of despair, treachery, and deception amid the mansion's occupants.
Now he must find the formula and the killer...while letting no poison slip 'twix
his low lips.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Subtitled A Hercule Poirot Novel, Black Coffee is actually an Agatha Christie play recrafted as a book meant
to be read rather than seen on the stage. The story was first produced in 1930, and Charles Osborne has done
little to it except string the dialogue and stage directions together in paragraph form. Christie loyalists will
welcome and applaud his dedication to the original, but it does seem as though he could have given it a bit
more flair. Still, Poirot himself, bumbling Captain Hastings, and obsequious George are all in good form and
it is amusing to find them engaged in another adventure, with an interesting assortment of possible
murderers, blackmailers, and innocent (if suspicious) bystanders.

The novel opens as Poirot receives a summons at his breakfast table from England's premier physicist, Sir
Claud Amory. Busy working on a new formula necessary for England's defense in the Second World War,
Amory suspects a member of his household of espionage. Of course, by the time Poirot and sidekick
Hastings arrive at the scientist's country house, he is suddenly and mysteriously dead. Amory himself turns
out to have been not quite nice, and his family, regardless of his scientific efforts, is pretty pleased with the
new state of affairs. Still, Poirot manages both to save the more amiable members of the household from
themselves and to protect the secrets of the British Empire. The novel is warmly evocative of another time
and place and a welcome reminder of vintage Christie. --K.A. Crouch

From Publishers Weekly
Christie biographer Osborne's adaptation of the grande dame's 1930 play has been blessed by the Christie
estate and heartily endorsed by her grandson Michael Prichard. It's a classic "someone in this room is the
murderer" tale set in 1934. Scientist Sir Claud Amory invites Hercule Poirot to his estate to collect a formula
for a new atomic explosive. Prior to Poirot's arrival, Sir Claud discovers the formula is missing from his safe.
He offers the thief one minute of darkness to return it but, when the lights come on again, Sir Claud is dead.
That's when Poirot arrives on the scene and takes matters in hand. An empty vial of sleeping pills is
discovered, and someone in the room at the time of Sir Claud's death was seen with the tablets. Was Sir
Claud murdered by his son Richard, who is in deep debt? Or was it espionage involving Lucia, Richard's
Italian wife with a mysterious past and a connection to guest Dr. Carelli? Perhaps Sir Claud's secretary,
Edward Raynor, or the spinster sister Caroline is guilty. Poirot, with "methods very much his own," aided by
Captain Hastings, is lively and stimulating, like a fine black coffee, in this welcome addition to the Christie
canon.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA-Agatha Christie's grandson has adapted her play Black Coffee into a novel. Sir Claud, physicist for the
government in the early days of World War II, suspects that someone may steal the military secrets he has
developed and asks Hercule Poirot to visit. However, before the detective arrives, Sir Claud is murdered.
Poirot skillfully and methodically interviews the witnesses and then unmasks the villain. As the characters'
emotions are revealed through speech and actions, readers will feel as though they are watching a play. The
plot is simpler than those found in many of Christie's novels, making this a good choice to introduce YAs to
the writer. This fast-paced story is a good choice for procrastinating teens who must read a novel overnight.
Claudia Moore, W. T. Woodson High School, Fairfax, VA
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephen Louis:

The book Black Coffee: A Hercule Poirot Novel (Hercule Poirot Mysteries) give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a
book Black Coffee: A Hercule Poirot Novel (Hercule Poirot Mysteries) to be your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a book Black Coffee: A Hercule Poirot
Novel (Hercule Poirot Mysteries). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia
or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Keesha Marks:

Often the book Black Coffee: A Hercule Poirot Novel (Hercule Poirot Mysteries) will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Black Coffee: A Hercule Poirot Novel
(Hercule Poirot Mysteries) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Scott Harrington:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Black Coffee: A Hercule Poirot Novel (Hercule Poirot Mysteries)
this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Ella Carlson:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in
the top list in your reading list is Black Coffee: A Hercule Poirot Novel (Hercule Poirot Mysteries). This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person.
By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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