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In 1844 the USS Yorktown sailed from New York, as part of the U.S. Navy's
newly established African Squadron, to interdict slave ships leaving the African
coast. Aboard the sloop of war, Master's Mate John C. Lawrence, an educated
New Yorker in his early twenties, kept a private journal describing what
happened during the extraordinary two-year voyage and his reactions to the
events he witnessed. His frank and vivid observations take the reader into a world
known to few. Through Lawrence's eyes we see the men of the Yorktown in
action and encounter many other nineteenth-century figures either engaged in or
attempting to combat the slave trade. Among the cast of characters are an
infamous slave ship captain, an abolitionist slave-owning minister, the
Yorktown's admirable skipper, Liberian colonists, and native Africans. In a final
entry we bear witness to Lawrence's nearly overwhelming confrontation with the
horrors of slavery as he records his experiences aboard the captured slaver Pons
on the way to Liberia with more than nine hundred slaves.

In addition to Lawrence's never-before published journal, this book includes
material that narrates parts of the slavery story Lawrence could not tell. C.
Herbert Gilliland sets the journal in historical context to give readers a full
understanding of events as they unfolded in the mid-1840s. Although there have
been many books written on the slave trade and many others on life in the
antebellum Navy, no other book has succeeded so well at bringing to life the
issues of America's role in the Middle Passage while exposing the thoughts of a
nineteenth-century naval officer.
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In 1844 the USS Yorktown sailed from New York, as part of the U.S. Navy's newly established African
Squadron, to interdict slave ships leaving the African coast. Aboard the sloop of war, Master's Mate John C.
Lawrence, an educated New Yorker in his early twenties, kept a private journal describing what happened
during the extraordinary two-year voyage and his reactions to the events he witnessed. His frank and vivid
observations take the reader into a world known to few. Through Lawrence's eyes we see the men of the
Yorktown in action and encounter many other nineteenth-century figures either engaged in or attempting to
combat the slave trade. Among the cast of characters are an infamous slave ship captain, an abolitionist
slave-owning minister, the Yorktown's admirable skipper, Liberian colonists, and native Africans. In a final
entry we bear witness to Lawrence's nearly overwhelming confrontation with the horrors of slavery as he
records his experiences aboard the captured slaver Pons on the way to Liberia with more than nine hundred
slaves.

In addition to Lawrence's never-before published journal, this book includes material that narrates parts of
the slavery story Lawrence could not tell. C. Herbert Gilliland sets the journal in historical context to give
readers a full understanding of events as they unfolded in the mid-1840s. Although there have been many
books written on the slave trade and many others on life in the antebellum Navy, no other book has
succeeded so well at bringing to life the issues of America's role in the Middle Passage while exposing the
thoughts of a nineteenth-century naval officer.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...a worthwhile read." ? Civil War Book Review

"...an overdue reminder of a little-known naval squadron." ? Proceedings

From the Publisher
Winner of the North American Society for Oceanic History John Lyman Book Award for 2003 (Primary
Source Materials)

About the Author
C. Herbert Gillaland is professor of English at the U.S. Naval Academy and a retired captain in the U.S.
Naval Reserve. He is the coauthor of Admiral Dan Gallery.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephen Stover:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Voyage to a Thousand Cares: Master's Mate Lawrence With the African
Squadron, 1844-1846.

Phyllis Baudoin:

The book Voyage to a Thousand Cares: Master's Mate Lawrence With the African Squadron, 1844-1846 can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like
a book Voyage to a Thousand Cares: Master's Mate Lawrence With the African Squadron, 1844-1846? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that,
you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Voyage to a Thousand Cares: Master's Mate
Lawrence With the African Squadron, 1844-1846 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Hattie Booth:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to



pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Voyage to a Thousand Cares: Master's Mate Lawrence With the African
Squadron, 1844-1846 why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Jim May:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know everything
we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Voyage to a Thousand Cares: Master's Mate Lawrence With the African
Squadron, 1844-1846 was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get
book that you wanted.
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